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Jim Hoult applies his 
mechanical knowledge 
to a 1940 John Deere 
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served his family for five 
generations. 

Connor Scott sentenced 
to 37 years in prison for 
the murder of Kaylyn 
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mother gives poignant 
impact statement.
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CDC sees signs this flu 
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The Paris Tigers dominat-
ed the Marshall Lions Fri-
day, picking up a one-sid-
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Family takes honor flight
Uncle and nephew fly to D.C. with other vets; both ‘amazed’ at honor flight reception

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Only a couple of years sep-
arate Frank Camp Jr. from his 
nephew Rex Brimner. 

Being close in age they 
have many of the same life 
experiences and Sept. 24 
they shared another when 
they participated in an honor 
flight for veterans to Wash-
ington, D.C.

“It was a good trip. They 
can’t do enough for you,” 
said Camp.

Both men were amazed to 
see approximately 1,600 peo-
ple waiting to give the vets a 
rousing welcome home at 
the Abraham Lincoln Cap-
ital Airport in Springfield. 
Like so many veterans they 
simply came home after 
being discharged without 

an official community ac-
knowledgement when they 
returned. 

Camp served in the Army 
from 1954 to 1957. 

“That was kind of the end 
of Korea, but I didn’t have to 
go to Korea,” said Camp. “I 
went to Alaska for my last 18 
months.”

 He enlisted and the Army 
trained him in body repair, 
acetylene welding and body 
painting and that was the 
work he did for the duration 
of his service.

Brimner enlisted in the 
Navy in 1957, the same year 
his uncle finished his military 
commitment. 

“I served a little over four 
years,” said Brimner. “That 
was when they were having 

See FLIGHT, Page 8A

DRY SPELL HELPS FARMERS GET IN THE FIELDS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

After a difficult spring planting, area farmers are hoping for an extended period of dry and calm weather to facilitate 
harvest. Weather conditions earlier in the week of hot and breezy were called ideal.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Frank Camp Jr., left, and his nephew Rex Brimner, right, participated in an honor flight for 
veterans Sept. 24 from Springfield. The trip allowed Illinois veterans between 65 and 96 to 
visit memorials and other important sites in Washington, D.C., during the one-day trip. Camp 
served in the Army in the waning days of the Korean War although he was not sent overseas but 
was stationed in Alaska before it became a state. Brimner is a Navy veteran and served on a 
destroyer during the Cuban Missile Crisis.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County farmers are finally 
getting started with harvest.

Scott Hogan was cutting beans 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, in a field north of 
Paris. His harvest efforts started Sept. 
27, which he said is about two weeks 
later than 2018. 

Not all parts of every field are ready 
to harvest. Some fields have swaths of 
cut beans around patches where the 
plants are still maturing. 

“That’s because guys had to re-
plant,” said Hogan. “The stuff that 
went in around July 4 is not ready. I’ve 
got a couple of fields like that. “

A cold wet spring not only kept 
farmers out of their fields, but heavy 
rains after some planting was done 
resulted in ponding of water in fields, 
which drowned young seedling or 
prevented germination. 

The late planting raised concerns 
about yields early in the growing sea-
son. Those concerns seem to be play-
ing out as the harvest starts.

“We are not seeing yields like last 

year, but it’s still pretty good,” said 
Hogan, regarding the bean field he 
was harvesting Wednesday. “At least 
on beans, I have no idea on corn.”

Hogan has not started shelling 
corn since he prefers to get beans out 
of the way first.

“I like to do these (soybeans) when 
the weather is good because they are 
more difficult,” he said. 

Smaller yield and delayed harvest 
is not the only issue causing head-
aches for farmers. Commodity prices 
remain low despite the anticipated 
smaller harvest.

Hogan explained the big 2018 
harvest drove prices down, but there 
was a temporary bump as the de-
layed planting season dragged on. 

Harvest is underway

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A grain cart unloads soybeans into a waiting wagon for transportation to a 
storage bin.

See HARVEST, Page 8A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris Community Theater 
presents its second cabaret pro-
duction, “Love, From Broadway,” 
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 19, at the 
Paris Center of Fine Arts.

The show features 12 local per-
formers singing songs about love 
from musicals.

“Of course, our songs are not 
just about romantic love but all 
kinds of love,” said director Nan-
cy Zeman. “We’re excited to bring 
these songs — some of which 
may not be familiar — to the local 
stage.”

This is the second cabaret pro-
duction from the community 
theater group, following last year’s 
“Backwards Broadway.”

The problem, Zeman noted, 
has not been selecting the songs 
to be featured. 

“We had a huge three-page list 
to consider,” she said. “There are 
just so many great songs.”

The show features a new face to 
Paris Community Theater, Chris-
man High School principal and 
drama director Cole Huber. 

“We’re excited to have Cole 
join us and hopefully he’ll be 
part of our future productions,” 
Zeman said.

The remainder of the cast in-
cludes Tanner Laughlin, Christian 
Landes, Erin Hutchinson, Megan 
Carroll, Aaron Rhoads, Michelle 
Jacobs, Jackie Landsaw, Agnes 
Wright, Eric Marlowe, Melanie 
Clark and Kristin Chittick.

“This isn’t a big production like 
‘Mama Mia,’” Zeman explained. 
“We have had a great deal of fun 
putting it together to provide an 
evening of entertainment.”

The show features a medley 
from fairy tale shows including 
“The Lion King,” “Beauty and the 

Community 
theater 
presenting 
‘Love, From 
Broadway’

See THEATER, Page 1A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS – Public utility 
workers in Kansas had a busy 
September keeping things 
running.

“One of the most import-
ant things happened twice 
when we had telemetry failure 
at the water tower,” village em-
ployee Andrew Henn said at 
the Wednesday, Oct. 2, village 
meeting.

Henn explained the au-
tomated system failed twice 
to send an alert the tower 
was low on water. Henn said 
on one occasion only about 
two hours worth of water re-

mained in the tower when the 
problem was discovered.

The system is setup to send 
a radio signal from the tower 
to the water treatment plant 
to pump water into the tower 
when the level drops. 

“The manufacturer’s rep-
resentative couldn’t find a 
problem with the system. Ev-
erything tested as working,” 
said Henn.

A couple of suggestions 
were made after completing 
the tests. The company repre-
sentative said redirecting the 
antennae on the tower might 
help and noted the radio in 
use is at least 20 years old and 

may be nearing the end of its 
life. 

Repairs to the water soft-
ener at the water plant hit a 
stumbling block when it was 
discovered the correct parts 
were not immediately avail-
able. 

“We had to bypass the soft-
ener until we could get the 
parts,” said Henn.

As a result, hard water was 
in the Kansas distribution sys-
tem for a few days. Henn plans 
to flush hydrants to rid the 
hard water in the pipes when 
the water softener is back in 
use. 

Henn did have some good 

news for the village board. He 
said as the oil and chip sealing 
project for 2019 was conclud-
ing it became evident the vil-
lage had some extra road oil so 
more was done than originally 
planned. The extra oil was ap-
plied near the grain elevator 
where semi-trucks take a toll 
on the streets. 

There was some discussion 
regarding Henn’s effective res-
ignation date. He previously 
gave notice so the village had 
ample time to hire someone 
to assume the water superin-
tendent duties. 

Henn originally planned to 
submit his formal resignation 

in November, but has since 
learned he cannot be added 
to his wife’s health insurance 
policy until January. Normal-
ly, when a person leaves a job 
there is an option to continue 
with the employer provided 
health insurance by paying 
the premiums. In Henn’s case, 
he has nearly four week of un-
used vacation time.

“Should I use it, or cash 
it in?” Henn asked, seeking 
guidance from the board.

The consensus among the 
trustees was for Henn to sub-
mit his resignation in Novem-
ber with an effective date of 

Kansas utilities had a busy month

See KANSAS, Page 8A



TODAY

METCALF FOOD DISTRIBUTION  
Catholic Charities of Mattoon is 
doing a Mobile Food Run 11 a.m. 
Oct. 5 at the Metcalf Fire Station. 
The event provides large boxes 
filled with non-perishable food 
items to 35 people. Distribution 
of the food boxes in on a first 
come, first served basis. All Edgar 
County residents are eligible to 
participate. Participants are not 
required to provide identification 
to receive a box of food but they 
must sign a document verifying 
address.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019

BLACKHAWK NATURE WALK
A free nature walk in Blackhawk 
Park is 8:30 a.m. Oct. 5. Joy 
Turner leads the approximately 
one-hour walk highlighting signs 
of the changing season with fall 
wildflowers, birds and turning 
leaves. Those taking the walk need 
to meet Turner prior to 8:30 a.m. 
in the parking lot. 

NOODLE DINNER
The Eastern Star at Marshall is 
having a fundraising beef/chick-
en noodle dinner 4-7 p.m. Oct. 5 
at 302 S. 6th Street.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
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FREE CPR COURSE OCT. 7  
Horizon Health will offer a free Adult/Child/Infant CPR/AED 
course 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct.7, in Conference Room D, on the second 
floor of Paris Community Hospital. This non-healthcare provider 
course is for the community only and teaches basic CPR and 
the use of an automated external defibrillator (AED), which is 
used in cases of life threatening cardiac events. Participants will 
receive a certificate of completion following the class, which is 
free. An official CPR/AED certification card from the American 
Heart Association is optional for $25. To register for the class, 
email Whitney Sprinkle at WSprinkle@myhorizonhealth.org. or 
call or call 217-466-4045. When calling, leave a name name and 
phone number to be automatically registered.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

75   56
Prec: 50%

73   48
Prec: 0%

69   44
Prec: 0%

70   46
Prec: 0%

74   55
Prec: 0%

73   54
Prec: 30%

67   43
Prec: 30%

TODAY — Increasing clouds throughout the 
day with highs in the mid 70s. Rain showers 
arrive through the evening and into the 
overnight hours.

SUNDAY — A pleasant fall-like day with 
highs in the lower 70s under mostly sunny 
skies.

MONDAY — Mostly sunny skies with cooler 
but still seasonal highs in the upper 60s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:52 a.m. 6:26 p.m. 3:02 p.m. --

SUNDAY 6:53 a.m. 6:24 p.m. 3:44 p.m. 12:47 a.m.

MONDAY 6:54 a.m. 6:22 p.m. 4:20 p.m. 1:44 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:55 a.m. 6:21 p.m. 4:51 p.m. 2:42 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:56 a.m. 6:19 p.m. 5:19 p.m. 3:40 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:57 a.m. 6:18 p.m. 5:46 p.m. 4:37 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:58 a.m. 6:16 p.m. 6:11 p.m. 5:35 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70°/47°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .90° in 1946
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30° in 1980

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.51”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36.11”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.67”

NORMAL:    High: 70   Low: 47     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
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Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeremy  Patterson, Jeff 
Chambers, Dan Dundas, Tim 
Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Kim Stewart
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Kim 
Stewart
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the 

Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to residents in and around 
Edgar County, Clark County, 
Douglas County, Vermilion 
County and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typograph-
ical error and in no event 
will liability be assumed for 
merchandise incorrectly 
priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie Bea-
con LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in 
part without written permis-
sion is prohibited. 
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SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848
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Prairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher

Gary Henry, editor

The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News Volume 6 No. 5 is published weekly 
on Saturdays by Prairie Beacon LLC. Application to mail at Periodical Post-
age Prices is pending at Paris, IL. POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to 
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Paris Beacon-News

from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

HALBROOK LISTENING TOUR
As the General Assembly’s Fall 
Veto Session approaches, State 
Representative Brad Halbrook is 
continuing his district listening 
tour with a 4-5:30 p.m. Oct. 7 
stop at Paris City Hall. Halbrook 
will be in the city council cham-
bers to meet with constituents 
and learn about their concerns, 
suggestions or help with a state 
related problem.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 

more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

CASTLE FINN WOMEN’S NIGHT
Horizon Health’s Women’s Night 
Out health series is 6-7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 8 at Castle Finn Winery. 
Seating is limited. More informa-
tion is available by contacting 
Christina Hoffman at choffman@
myhorizonhealth.org or 217-466-
4294.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 

Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

CLARK COMMUNITY EXPO
A Clark County Community Expo 
coordinated by Whispering Oaks 
Senior Living, SAO and Soyland 
Access to Independent Living is 
9-11 a.m. Oct. 10 at Harlan Hall 
in Marshall. More information is 
available by calling Amy at 217-
3456-7245.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary weekly dinner is 
5-7 p.m. Oct. 10 at the post home. 
The $5 meal is ham and beans, 
turnip greens, cornbread and 
drink. Dessert is available for $1 
extra.

EUCHRE NIGHT
The monthly euchre night at the 
Red Oak Inn is 6:30-9 p.m. Oct. 
10. The Red Oak Inn is located at 
219 West Madison, Paris.

FRIDAY

HOT DOG LUNCH 
First Farmers Bank and Trust 
is hosting a drive through hot 
dog lunch 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 11 
in the bank parking lot, 8964 N. 
Terre Haute Road. The $3 meal 
includes a hot dog, chips, drink 
and cookie. All procedes benefit 
Faith in Action. 

PARIS ROTARY FUNDRAISER
The Paris Rotary Club and the 
PHS Interact Club are doing a 
fundraising meal 4-7 p.m. Oct. 11 
at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
featuring an all-you-can-eat buffet 
of chicken wings, pulled pork, 
chicken tenders, beans, fries, cole 
slaw, applesauce and potato salad 
by Country Rhodes. The meal is $11 
for adults and $6 for children 12 
and under. Desserts by the Interact 
Club are available for a free will 
donation. Carry out is available

UPCOMING

HORIZON HEALTH FREE MOVIE
Horizon Health is sponsoring a 
free community appreciation 
event with the screening of the 
family movie “Hocus Pocus” 6:45 
p.m. Oct. 12 at Twin Lakes Park. 
Free admission, popcorn, water 
and hot chocolate are part of the 
movie night. Those attending are 
encouraged to bring their own 
lawn chairs and blankets.

MOSTACCIOLI DINNER  
The Edgar County Democratic 
Boosters’ annual Mostaccioli 
Dinner is 5-7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 
14 at the 4-H Building at the 
Fairgrounds in Paris. Tickets are 
available from any Booster mem-
ber or at the door. Carry-outs 
available. The public is invited.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Ask us about financing with  
LESS THAN 20% DOWN!

Settle in with a Low Down Payment!

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

BAND OF MID-AMERICA 
FREE

More information available at: www.pcofa.net and www.bandofmidamerica.af.mil
Premier Sponsor  -  American Legion Post  211

7 p.m.
Friday, October 11th

Paris Center of Fine Arts
14040 E 1200th Rd

Paris

To reserve your seat, tickets are
available at pcofa.net. 

 Also, available in Prospect Bank Lobby

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 

Celebrating 40 years of 
marriage with my best 
friend and feeling very 

blessed !!

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

MARSHALL – Showing no 
emotion, murderer Connor 
Scott listened to the terms of 
his prison sentence and a vic-
tim’s impact statement Mon-
day, Sept. 30.

Scott, 25, entered a negoti-
ated guilty plea to an amend-
ed first-degree murder charge 
related to the Oct. 31, 2014, 
death of his then girlfriend 
Kaylyn Whitaker at his rural 
Martinsville residence. The 
death scene was staged to look 
like a suicide.

“We have been in contact 
with the victim’s parents in 
this process. They are in agree-
ment with the plea,” said spe-
cial prosecutor Matt Goetten 
before announcing the plea 
agreement to Judge Tracy 
Resch

Scott was sentenced to 37 
years in the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections, three 
years mandatory supervised 
release and court costs. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed two other 
first-degree murder charges. 
The court allowed 219 days of 
credit on the sentence for the 
time Scott has been in custody 

since surrendering to the au-
thorities at Danville, Ind. 

The conviction states Scott 
c o m m i t t e d 
f irst-degree 
murder in 
Clark Coun-
ty with the 
intent to kill 
by causing 
great trauma 
to the head 

of Whitaker. According to the 
factual basis, Scott intention-
ally inflicted penetrating head 
trauma.

Whitaker’s mother, Les-
lie Roberts, took the witness 
stand after displaying a poster 
size photo of her late daughter 
with the court’s permission. 

“A child’s death is our death,” 
she said with her voice crack-
ing as tears filled her eyes add-
ing, “Kaylyn’s radiant light was 
maliciously snapped out be-
fore her time.”

She described her daughter 
as affectionate, a talented art-
ist and an honor roll student 
in high school who went on to 
attend Ivy Tech Community 
College.

Roberts reflected on the 
day the authorities arrived at 
the family home and informed 

her of her daughter’s death. 
She described every day since 
her daughter’s death as a con-

tinuing night-
mare, adding, 
the meaning 
for her life is 
now lifeless.

“The night-
mare is sur-
real to what 
was my new 

normal,” said Roberts. “I asked 
God how to live with this. I am 
still asking the same question 
to God.” 

The anger in her voice was 
evident when addressing the 
relationship between Conner 
and her daughter.

“He degraded her after she 
was dead,” said Roberts. “He 
was a free man for over four 
years. We knew Kaylyn didn’t 
end her own life.”

Roberts also discussed the 
impact of her daughter’s vio-
lent death had on the young 
woman’s father and brothers. 

“Only evil knows why Con-
nor took it upon himself to 
steal (her) from us,” she said.

Clapping erupted in the 
courtroom after Roberts fin-
ished the victim impact state-
ment.

Connor Scott to serve 37 years
Before handing down the 

agreed sentence, Resch noted 
Scott is in ineligible for good 
conduct credit and must serve 
100 percent of the 37-year 
sentence. He will be 62 when 
released from prison.

Resch offered Scott an op-
portunity to make a statement. 
The defendant neither offered 
an apology nor showed re-
morse with a simple response 
of, “No, your honor.” 

Scott was escorted from 
the courtroom by four armed 
Clark County Sheriff’s Depu-
ties for transportation to pris-
on.  

After the hearing, Whitak-
er’s family and friends gathered 
on the courthouse lawn for a 
balloon release to the playing 
of country music song “You 
Should Be Here.” 

SCOTT WHITAKER

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Clerk 
and Recorder’s office issued 
the following marriage licenses 
in September: James Thomas 
McCool and Keisha Michelle 
Myers, both of Hume; Shane 
Allen Sampson and Alicia 
Marie Skelly, both of Brocton; 
Darren Lee Conrad and Tiffa-
ny Jonelle Ogle, both of Paris; 
Kenton Robert Clark and Brit-
tany Ann Pugh, both of Paris; 
John Wesley Harding of Terre 
Haute, Ind., and Hailey Mariah 
Marvin of Chrisman; Jolenne 
Rae Douglas and Stacy Susann 
Robison, both of Paris; Adri-
enne Lee Marie Briseno and 
Alyssa Nicollette McDonald, 
both of Paris; Matthew Wyatt 

Morris of Chrisman and Alli-
son Jane McCrocklin of Paris; 
Ross Warner Penczek of Paris 
and Haleigh Kegan Peters of 
Greenup; James Albert Ra-
mey and Lela Mae Lowe, both 
of Chrisman; Joshua David 
Rea of Riley, Ind., and Kendra 
Marie Trine of Paris; Michael 
Duane Sinclair and Jasmin Zoe 
Hays, both of Paris; Timothy 
Isaac Reedy and Shelbi Lynn 
Rigsby, both of Monrovia, 
Ind.; William Edward Owen 
Jr. and Kelly Elizabeth Kru-
ger, both of Paris; Todd Ed-
ward Carroll and Carlen Ann 
Bennett, both of Paris; Caden 
Clair Acker Engel and Casey 
Lee Cook, both of Arlington 
Heights; Austin Jay Montgom-
ery and Alyssa Marie Ybarra, 

both of Poseyville, Ind.; Tan-
ner Douglas Edge and Alexis 
Rose May, both of Pendleton, 
Ind.; Robert Austin Cottle and 
Brooke Nicole Keller, both of 
Kansas; Samuel David Lewis 
and Carrie Joann Boren, both 
of Kansas; Tyler Quentin 
Bouslog and Sarah Elizabeth 
Kenderdine, both of Indianap-
olis, Ind.; Dalton Edward Wil-
liams and Katerina Aniea Ken-
nedy, both of Effingham; Jacob 
Eugene Elkins of West Terre 
Haute, Ind., and Brailee No-
elle Musgrove of Terre Haute, 
Ind.; Ronald Eugene Ingram of 
Ridge Farm and Gertrude Al-
ice Scott of Moberly, Mo.; and 
Ryan Paul Ebler and Ashley 
Lynn Garriott, both of Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

September marriage licenses

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Start with

Extensive laboratory testing and more 
than 70 billion field miles have proven 

these heavy duty filters are designed for 
maximum filtration.

Carquest® Heavy 
Duty Filters
by Baldwin®   

Savings
Spin-on lube 

design innovations:
•Cellulose/synthetic 

blend media
•Spiral would louvered 

center tube
•Heavy duty, all metal 

housing
•Patented series design
•Heavy duty base plate

•Full-flow spud seal
•Radial post seal
•Steel coil spring

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the Sept. 
23 criminal and traffic call in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
included:   

IN CUSTODY
nJason R. Ball, 41, no ad-

dress provided, appeared in 
custody, waived the prelim-
inary hearing and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class 2 felo-
ny failure to register as a sex 
offender and a Class 3 felo-
ny unlawful possession of a 
weapon by a convicted felon. 
He was granted a bond re-
duction to $5,000 from the 
original bond of $10,000. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. Ball was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nWilliam E. Barnett, 52, 

Foley, Ala., appeared in cus-
tody. His unresolved Class A 
misdemeanor theft, a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license and a Class 
B misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nAmea L. Morecraft, 38, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
Morecraft was presented with 
a petition to revoke her condi-
tional discharge sentence for 
a Class A misdemeanor retail 
theft conviction. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 

a petition hearing. She ap-
peared in custody three days 
later, admitted the petition 
and was resentenced to 30 
days in jail with credit for six 
days served, good conduct 
credit to apply and the re-
maining 18 days are subject 
to the court’s discretion, one 
year of conditional discharge 
and ordered to pay all prior 
financial obligations.

CHARGES
nAustin T. Scales, 19, 

Brocton, was charged with 
a Class 2 felony failure to 
stop after leaving an accident 
scene involving a personal in-
jury. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. 

GUILTY PLEAS
nJeremiah A. Fudge, 27, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class 3 felony failure to reg-
ister as a sex offender. He 
was sentenced to 180 days in 
jail to be served as electronic 
home monitoring with credit 
for one day previously served, 
two years of probation, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees.
nAnthony J. Tucker, 34, 

Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
charge and was sentenced to 
60 days in jail with credit for 
two days previously served 
and the remaining 56 days 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, two years of conditional 

Edgar County Circuit Court cases
discharge, a $500 fine, court 
costs, various state fees and an 
order to obtain counseling per 
an evaluation. In exchange for 
the plea, the state dismissed a 
second Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery charge.  

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJessica L. Bond, 26, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand following the 
preliminary hearing to a Class 
4 felony aggravated assault, a 
Class A misdemeanor resist-
ing a police officer and a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nRichard L. Brummel, 

62, Charleston, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct charge. 
The matter was continued for 
a bench trial.
nAmanda J. Smith, 38, 

Hume, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charge. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nCody L. Smith, 30, New-

man, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving un-
der the influence of alcohol 
charge. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nAustin D. Toler, 32, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 

misdemeanor driving on a re-
voked license charge. A pretri-
al conference was scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nKarlie R. Timmerman, 

26, Terre Haute, Ind., was 
sentenced for a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
conviction to 10 days in jail 
with good conduct credit to 
apply and credit for five days 
previously served, one year of 
probation, a $500 fine, resti-
tution of $250, court costs, 
various state fees and an or-
der to obtain counseling per 
an evaluation. She was also 
ordered not to enter bars or 
taverns for the duration of her 
sentence.   
nKenneth L. Watkins, 34, 

Marshall, was resentenced on 
a petition to revoke his pro-
bation sentence for a Class 
3 felony violating the sex of-
fender registry conviction. 
He was resentenced to 180 
days in jail with credit for 47 
days previously served and 
the remaining 86 days subject 
to the court’s discretion, two 
years of conditional discharge 
and ordered to pay all previ-
ous financial obligations.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Patrick W. Beal, 
21, Paris; Joseph W. Christo-
pher, 28, Chrisman; Charles 
O. Howard, 28, Paris; Dara N. 
Rhoads, 40, Paris; and Justin 
L. Switzer, 25, Marshall.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

In celebration of Manu-
facturing Day 2019, North 
American Lighting, Inc 
(NAL) visited about 250 stu-
dents as part of an effort to 
highlight modern automotive 
manufacturing—a vibrant 
and growing industry that 
offers diverse career opportu-
nities. 

NAL visited Marshall 
North School, Crestwood 
School and Mayo Middle 
School, to showcase a pre-
sentation explaining NAL’s 
manufacturing cycle and 
lead a hands-on activity to 
demonstrate a manufacturing 
production process. Students 
were challenged to package 
fake Hershey’s Kisses using 
marbles, foil and ribbon in an 
assembly line and apply what 
they learned from the manu-

facturing presentation. 
The activity required stu-

dents to staff their assembly 
line with classmates, assign 
roles and responsibilities, de-
sign a packaging prototype, 
mass produce their wrapped 
product, and inspect quality. 
Students had fun using the 
Japanese kaizen principle, 
which means to continuously 
make improvements. 

Teams used kaizen meth-
ods to make changes in their 
assembly lines and finished 
product, just like NAL uses 
the kaizen method in daily 
operations to observe, mea-
sure, experiment, verify and 
document improvements in 
their work. 

MFG Day, an annual na-
tional event held in commu-
nities across the country, is 
supported by thousands of 
manufacturers with school 

North American Lighting hosts 
Manufacturing Day for sixth graders

visits along with open houses 
for students, teachers, parents 
and community members, 
hosting plant tours and more 
to change perceptions of 
manufacturing and highlight 
the high-tech and innovative 
companies that are solving 
tomorrow’s challenges today.

“MFG Day allows com-
panies like ours to showcase 
the reality of manufacturing 
and the variety of local ca-
reer opportunities available,” 
said Kayla Boyll, Corporate 
Branding Specialist. “We are 
proud to share the innovative 
work we are doing in Paris, 
Illinois, and hope that our 
time spent with the students 

will generate interest in the 
industry.” 

First held in 2012 by its 
founder, the Fabricators & 
Manufacturers Association, 
International, MFG Day is 
now organized by The Manu-
facturing Institute—the edu-
cation and workforce partner 
of the National Association of 
Manufacturers. 

These events around the 
country give manufacturers 
the opportunity to address 
the skills gaps they face, con-
nect with future generations, 
take charge of the public im-
age of manufacturing and en-
sure the ongoing prosperity of 
the industry as a whole.  

Special to The Prairie Press

North American Lighting team member Brittany Irwin explains 
the manufacturing cycle to sixth grade students at Crestwood 
School during Manufacturing Day.
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CULTIVATING RELATIONSHIPS
IS OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

MATT HOOSE
Chief Agribusiness Officer

BANKPROSPECT.COM
217-896-2423

Let’s start the conversation today!

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

  Adams Mahogany

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

DAVID SAUER
CASEY – David James Sau-

er, 76, of Casey, passed away 
Sept. 27, 2019.   

A funeral 
Mass will be 
celebrated at 
1 p.m. today, 
Oct. 5, at St. 
Charles Bor-
romeo Cath-
olic Church. 
F o l l o w i n g 

Mass, a burial service is in the 
Casey Cumberland Cemetery. 
An open house celebration of 
his life  is 5 to 8 p.m. today, Oct. 
5,  at the Casey Country Club. 
Markwell Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Adopt a Warrior 
fund, in care of Casey-West-
field High School.  

More information and on-
line condlences at www.mark-
wellfuneralhome.com.

BRENDA REED
Brenda Kay Reed, 72, of 

Paris, passed away at 7:44 a.m., 
Thursday Sept. 26, 2019, at 

The Gibson 
Family Cen-
ter for Hos-
pice Care, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.

Following 
cremation, a 
memorial ser-

vice was 2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 4, 
at Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home. Burial of the cremains 
was in Edgar Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from noon until 
the service time Friday at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com.

SAUER REED

BETTY MCGINNESS
Betty L. McGinness, 93, of 

Redmon, passed away at 6:04 
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019, at 

Twin Lakes 
Rehab and 
Health Care 
Center. She 
was employed 
in the trust 
department 
of the Edgar 
County Bank 

and Trust. 
A Liturgical Wake Prayer 

Service is 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
Oct. 7, at Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home. Burial is in 
Payne Cemetery. A recitation 
of the Rosary is at 9 a.m. Mon-
day and visitation is from 9 a.m. 
until the service time Monday 
at the funeral home. 

Mrs. McGinness was born 
Dec. 19, 1925, at Redmon, the 
daughter of the late Delbert and 
Gladys Lindsey Wallace. She 
married Joseph R. McGinness 
Aug. 21, 1946, at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Paris, and 
he passed away June 25, 1995.  

Survivors include five daugh-
ters, Joyce Clapp of Toledo, 
Debbie  (Jim) Watters of Paris, 
Becky Newcomer of Redmon, 
Joan Wamsley of Paris and 
Jean McGinness of St. Louis, 
Mo.; a brother, Don Wallace 
of Paris; 12 grandchildren; 28 
great-grandchildren; and two 
great-great-grandchildren with 
one expected.

She was preceded in death 
by a daughter, Mary Garman; 
and one granddaughter, Laura.

Mrs. McGinness was a 
member of St. Mary’s Cath-
olic Church, St. Mary’s Altar 
Society, and a former member 
of the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas, and the Brocton 
American Legion Post 977 
Auxiliary.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the American Heart 
Association or Lincoln Land 
Hospice.

Online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.
com

MCGINNESS

RICHARD KINDRED
HUME – Richard Alan 

“Dick” Kindred, 78, of Hume, 
passed away at 1:01 p.m. 

on Mon-
day, Oct. 1, 
2019, at his 
r e s i d e n c e . 
He worked 
for Chica-
go Bridge & 
Iron.  

Final ar-
rangements 
include cre-
mation and 
interment at 

Young America Cemetery, 
Hume.

Mr. Kindred was born 
May 12, 1941, at Chrisman, 
the son of the late Agnus 
Bell Kindred Stultz and L.B. 
Kindred. He married Ruth 
Ann Jewell June 11, 1966, at 
Chrisman, and she preceded 
him in death.

He is survived by three 
brothers, Dean (Phyllis) Kin-
dred of Great Falls, Mont., 
Chuck (Ruby) Kindred of 
Chrisman and Doug (Mary) 
Kindred of Hume; one sis-
ter, Denise (Dave) McCam-
mon of Charleston; three 
daughters, Cyndi (Douglas) 
Dunnavant of Tucson, Ariz., 
Regina ( James) Lee of To-
ledo and Rachel (Michael) 
Dick of Decatur; five grand-
children, Douglas and Julie 
Dunnavant of Tucson, Ariz., 
Alisha and Chris Lingo of 
Tucson, Ariz., Preston and 
Jenson Lee of Toledo and Lil-
lian Sattley of Decatur; and 
eight great-grandchildren, 
Alorah, Aniah, Christian and 
Caleb Lingo, and Andrew, 
Lilly, Abby and Luke Dunna-
vant.

Mr. Kindred was a Vietnam 
veteran, serving two years in 
the U.S. Army.  He enjoyed 
the outdoors and spent his 
free time hunting, fishing and 
working in the garden. 

 

KINDRED

JESSIE JENKINS
CHRISMAN – Jessie Mae 

Jenkins, 94, passed away 
Sept. 28, 2019.  

A celebration of life ser-
vice is at a later date. Krabel 
Funeral Home is assisting 
the family with the arrange-
ments. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Illinois Masonic 
Outreach Services.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
krabelfuneralhome.com.

CAROL HEISCHMIDT
Carol Heischmidt, 67, of 

Paris, passed away at 4:35 
a.m., Friday, Oct. 4, 2019, at 
Horizon Health. 

A funeral service is 2 p.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 9, at Lake 
Ridge Christian Church, with 
Pastor Nate Alexander offici-
ating. Following cremation, 
burial is at a later date. Visi-
tation is from noon until the 
service time Wednesday at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Challengers 
League.

DONALD FITZJARRALD
Donald Wayne Fitzjarrald, 

80, of Martinsville, passed 
away at 6:30 a.m. Friday, Sept. 
27, 2019, at his residence. 

Per his instructions, no pub-
lic services are planned. Inter-
ment in Grandview Cemetery 
is at a later date. Templeton Fu-
neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the do-
nor’s choice.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

ROGER ENGLAND
OAKLAND – Roger Eu-

gene England, 64, of Oakland, 
passed away Thursday, Sept. 

26, 2019.
A graveside 

funeral was 10 
a.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 2, at 
Cherry Point 
Cemetery in 
C h r i s m a n . 
Visitation was 

from 6 to 8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 
1, at Krabel Funeral Home, 
Oakland. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the American Heart 
Association.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

ENGLAND

GEORGE DOSTER
MARSHALL – George 

W. Doster, 80, of Marshall, 
passed away at 5:20 p.m. Sat-

urday, Sept. 
28, 2019, at 
the home of 
his daughter 
in Marshall. 

Services are private in 
Florida. The Pearce Funeral 
Home is assisting the family 
with arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Lincolnland Hos-
pice or Rescue Me Clifford.

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. p e a r c e f u n e r a l s e r -
vices.com.  

CAROLINE COON
OAKLAND – Caroline 

Sims Coon, 89, passed away 
at 2:50 a.m. Monday, Sept. 30, 

2019, at Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Health 
Center, Mat-
toon.  

A funeral 
service is 10 
a.m. today, 
Oct. 5, at 

Krabel Funeral Home. Burial 
follows in the Oakland Cem-
etery. Visitation was from 5 
to 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 4, at the 
funeral home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to Landmarks Inc., 
Oakland, Illinois, or the 
Oakland United Methodist 
Church.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

COON

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The wait is over. Accu-
Weather's annual winter fore-
cast for the lower 48 is out. As 
2019 comes to a close, Accu-
Weather's long-range forecast 
team predicts an active win-
ter season will get underway 
for the northeastern United 
States. 

The Southeast, however, 
is more likely to be targeted 
by rain than wintry weather. 
And will Arctic air surging 
down from a disturbance in 
the polar vortex make a re-
turn this winter?

Take a look below at a re-
gion-by-region breakdown.

NORTHEAST
Despite a few cold spells 

across the Northeast during 
autumn, winter’s chill won’t 
arrive until at least the end of 
2019. 

AccuWeather Expert 
Long-Range Forecaster Paul 
Pastelok said, “I think you’re 
going to see a touch of win-
ter come in December. But I 
think its full force will hold 
out until after the new year.”

Once the wintry weather 
does get underway, an active 
season will be in store.

“Whether or not it’s snow-
storms, ice storms or mixed 
events, I do feel this is going 
to be an active year for the 
Northeast,” he said. 

Above-normal snowfall 
could be in store for areas 
from New York City to Bos-
ton. 

Meanwhile, cities farther 
south, including Washington, 
D.C., and Baltimore, will be 

more likely to get a mix of 
rain and snow.

SOUTHEAST
While the Northeast brac-

es for snow and cold, the 
Southeast is more likely to 
experience a wet couple of 
months.

Water temperatures from 
the Gulf of Mexico to the 
Southeast and mid-Atlantic 
coasts are running higher 
than normal, Pastelok said.

As storms move into the 
east early on in the season, 
the warm water could gen-
erate a significant amount of 
rain.

However, it’s not out of the 
question the region could 
experience a winter storm, 
similar to last season, which 
brings snow or ice to areas 
like Winston-Salem, Char-
lotte or Asheville. 

NORTH/CENTRAL PLAINS AND 
MIDWEST

Last January the polar vor-
tex unleashed a record cold 
snap across much of the U.S., 
but at least for the first part 
of winter, the polar vortex 
isn’t expected to make a de-
but, according to Pastelok. 
While Pastelok cautioned 
that predicting exactly how 
the polar vortex will behave 
several months out is diffi-
cult to do, he stated it could 
still be a key player in part of 
the winter.

"The polar vortex is par-
ticularly strong this year, and 
that means that frigid air is 
likely to remain locked up 
over the polar region ear-
ly in winter,” Pastelok said. 
Instead, cold air that could 
reach the Midwest at times 
early in the season is likely 
to originate from a Siberi-
an Connection, rather than 
straight from the North Pole, 
and that has implications on 

just how cold it will get.
However, conditions may 

change and allow the polar 
vortex and accompanying 
Arctic air to bust loose later 
during the winter, he said.

With such a pattern ex-
pected this winter, mild-
er-than-normal weather will 
kick off the season in Decem-
ber across the northern and 
central Plains states.

But it won’t last for long.
Arctic air is expected to 

surge into the region at points 
during the season, although 
it’s too soon to tell exactly 
where the coldest conditions 
will take hold.

Pastelok predicts near- 
to below-normal snowfall 
across the northern Plains, 
with near- to above-normal 
totals in the central Plains.

Farther east, in the Upper 
Midwest and Great Lakes, 
cold air will encourage a 
number of lake-effect snow 
events. 

Residents will want to 
stock up on shovels, as an 
above-normal season for 
snowfall is in the offing.

AccuWeather winter forecast in
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2019-2020 outlook 
points to a mild 
Christmas followed 
by a cold New Year



Illinois higher education is in disarray as a 
result of an exodus of students from our state, 
uncertain state funding, declining high school 

graduation numbers, excess 
capacity, and the seeming 
implosion of several state 
universities.

Background. Three-quar-
ters of a million of our 
citizens enroll each year at 
the state’s 12 public universi-
ty campuses, 48 community 
college districts (with many 
campuses) and 110 private 
non-profit and for-profit in-
stitutions of post-secondary 
learning. In addition, our ma-

jor research universities such at the University 
of Illinois in Urbana and Chicago pump out 
top engineers and scientists, who generate 
patents and startups. Strong higher education 
is critical to our state’s future.

In 2000, a national group that knows about 
such things declared Illinois to have the best 
higher education offerings among the states 
for quality and affordability. No longer.

Because of reduced state spending for 
higher ed in recent years, Illinois’ public uni-
versities and colleges jacked up their tuition, 
making our in-state student costs among the 
highest in the nation.

Further, under former Gov. Bruce Rauner, 
higher education went for two recent years 
with zippo state funding, which sent alarm 
bells clanging throughout our colleges and 
among students worried about their financial 
aid. Seeing the disarray, universities in neigh-
boring states began offering lower tuition than 
our own institutions. As a result, nearly half of 
all Illinois high school graduates going on to 
four-year schools now enroll out of state.

Some Illinois institutions are weathering 
the storm quite nicely; others, not. 

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign hangs on as one of the world’s great 
research centers. In recent years, for example, 
UIUC has been winning more National Sci-
ence Foundation grant money annually than 
any campus in the nation. And enrollment 
has climbed to 50,000. 

I say “hangs on” because the competi-
tion for top-tier status is brutal, and most 
competitors have been dealt better hands. 
For example, most elite research universi-
ties are located in mega-city regions on the 

WASHINGTON — We long 
ago established that Donald 
Trump is a bad guy. 

We’ve multiple 
times said, “This 
is it. They’ve got 
to get rid of him.” 

So what’s so 
new and awful 
that the pres-
ident of the 
United States 
must now be 
impeached?

Maybe a lot; 
maybe not so 

much.
The Department of Justice 

has already determined that 
Trump, in soliciting a favor from 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky — asking him to dig 
up dirt on Joe Biden and his 
son Hunter — didn’t break any 
campaign finance laws. As far as 
we know — thus far. A rough 
transcript of the conversation 
between the two world leaders 
confirms the asking of a favor, 
but a full version — and any 
clearer quid pro quo inference 
— hasn’t been made available.

Trump had suspended nearly 
$400 million in military aid to 
Ukraine prior to his call and, 
according to the whistleblower 
complaint, Zelensky was at some 
point told that a meeting with 
Trump depended on his willing-
ness to “play ball.”

This approach seems inherently 
corrupt, as American norms go. 
But does it break any laws? Trump 
skates so close to the edges of 
illegality in nearly everything he 
does that it’s almost impossible to 
believe he’s still skating.

But would Trump at his most 
clueless pursue such a reckless 
course of action without check-
ing the legal boundaries? Surely, 
after two years of investigation 
into potential collusion between 
Trump’s 2016 presidential cam-

paign and the Kremlin, he would 
steer clear of a potentially crim-
inal maneuver. Or, is corruption 
so widespread in the White 
House, as suggested by the 
whistleblower, that the president 
felt he could do whatever he 
wanted? After all, former special 
counsel Robert Mueller was un-
able to find sufficient evidence 
of a conspiracy with Russia.

Apparently, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi has decided there’s 
enough there-there to pursue 
an impeachment inquiry, even 
knowing that the Senate likely 
won’t confer its imprimatur. 

There simply aren’t enough 
votes in the Republican-con-
trolled Senate to see an impeach-
ment through, as was similarly 
the case following the then-Re-
publican-controlled House 
impeachment of President Bill 
Clinton in 1998.

To most minds, Trump’s 
alleged appeal to a foreign 
government for political help 
in the 2020 election is far more 
egregious than Clinton’s lies un-
der oath about “sexual relations” 
with an intern. 

It’s obviously wrong on its face 
to solicit foreign interference in 
an American election, but that’s 
not precisely what Trump did 
with Zelensky. Rather, during the 
July 25 call, he asked Zelensky to 
investigate whether Biden tried 
to intercede on behalf of his son, 
Hunter Biden, during a Ukrainian 
corruption investigation of a 
gas company that included the 
younger Biden on its board of 
directors.

The answer seems to be “no.”
According to multiple reports, 

the investigation into the gas 
company had been dormant 
before then-Vice President 
Biden threatened to withhold 
$1 billion from Ukraine if the 
country’s prosecutor general 
didn’t resign.

But Trump, the master of mes-
saging, has managed to connect 
Joe Biden’s name to Ukrainian 
corruption, even if there’s no 
evidence to support it. Biden has 
dismissed the allegations as a 
“smear,” which seems accurate. 

For his part, Zelensky told 
Trump in July that he would 
appoint a prosecutor general to 
look into the Biden matter. But at 
a joint press conference in New 
York Wednesday, the Ukraine 
president said Trump had not 
“pushed” him to do anything.

While Middle America mut-
ters economy-economy-econo-
my, Washington and the media 
will busy themselves the next 
several weeks with the impeach-
ment drama. 

This is not to dismiss the 
importance of Trump’s dubious 
overtures to Ukraine nor his 
endlessly offensive, corrup-
tion-smelling conduct. Every-
thing he does and says carries 
the whiff of wrongdoing. 

But legality and ethics are 
separate entities, a distinction 
well understood by the wicked 
and the shrewd.

It would seem for now that 
we’re in the early phase of a 
political match-up between 
Biden and Trump in which the 
message — not the good — 
usually wins. 

Trump knows this in ways 
Democrats don’t, which is 
always his advantage. 

As the late GOP chairman 
and ruthless political operative 
Lee Atwater once told a political 
science student: Unless you can 
sell your message in two minutes 
at a truck stop, it was either 
wrong or wouldn’t work.

For now, the Democratic Par-
ty message is still in the bottle.

 (Kathleen Parker is a politically 
conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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Higher 
education 
in disarray

The Prairie Press is dedicated to telling our Edgar County stories weekly
Beginning Sunday through Satur-

day, Oct. 12, newspapers throughout 
the country are marking the 79th 
annual National Newspaper Week.

The annual observance is a recog-
nition of the service of newspapers 
and their employees across North 
America, sponsored by Newspaper 
Association Managers. The theme 
this year is “Think F1rst — Know 
Your 5 Freedoms.” 

Freedom of the press, speech, 
religion, assembly and to petition the 
government are woven, like stars in 
the flag, into the fabric of the First 
Amendment.

We’re proud to be the paper of 
record for Edgar County. We are the 
only newspaper dedicated to ech 
week sharing our stories, including 
our churches, farmers, politicians, 
community organizations, schools, 
veterans and senior citizens — to 
name a few.

A synopsis from the American 
Press Institute states the study, pub-

lished in August 2019, shows local 
newspapers significantly outperform 
local TV, radio and digital media 
outlets, not only in terms of overall 
output, but also in terms of coverage 
that is truly local. That means our the 
stories are geographically local, orig-
inal and serve a critical information 
need. While local newspapers made 
up 25 percent of the news outlets 
sampled in the study, they produced 
60 percent of the news that met 
those three criteria.

Newspapers like The Prairie Press 
remain the most important source 
of local journalism in communities. 
Our staff and correspondents attend 
every school board meeting in Edgar 
County as well as county board, two 
village boards (Brocton and Kan-

sas), the Chrisman and Paris City 
Councils, the Paris Park Board, the 
Northern Edgar County Ambulance 
Service and many others. 

If you see a story from Edgar 
County on any television station, 
chances are something has caught 
their eye and they felt the need to 
cover it. And while a lot of people 
get excited when TV shows up, we’ll 
still be sitting in the front row taking 
notes and asking questions when 
television and other newspapers are 
long gone.

We are loyal to the duties of a free 
press. We’re in the community cover-
ing the unsung heroes, local govern-
ment, sports, education, crime and 
more — often original stories that 
you won’t find elsewhere. Informing 
residents isn’t just a job we want to 
do, it’s one we feel we must do.

As we celebrate newspapers, let 
us celebrate you, our readers and 
advertisers for your support. You are 
The Prairie Press.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Celebrate our freedom

Sandoval
fallout
continuing

Democrats: Show me the messageYOUR VIEW

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 

HAVE YOUR SAY

 BY MAIL/IN PERSON: 
The Prairie Press
Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944

BY EMAIL:  
nzeman@prairiepress.net
BY FAX: 217-921-3309
QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

At about the same time 
last week, Chicago-based 
investigators with the 

FBI and 
the IRS 
swooped 
into 
Demo-
cratic Sen. 
Marty 
Sandoval’s 
district 
office, 
State-
house 
office and 

home residence, removing 
boxes of documents and 
seizing computers. 

Last November, the 
feds launched a simultane-
ous raid of super-powerful 
Chicago Ald. Ed Burke’s 
city and ward offices, but 
they didn’t raid the man’s 
house. 

So, yeah, this is definite-
ly serious stuff. Imagine 
the evidence the feds had 
to provide to the Justice 
Department headquarters 
and to a federal judge in 
order to pursue and then 
obtain a sweeping warrant 
like that one. You don’t 
get permission to do all 
that for a simple fishing 
expedition, or because 
the target’s kid got a job 
or merely to convince the 
dude to flip on somebody 
else. 

The Tribune reported 
that Sandoval may have 
steered business to “at 
least one company in ex-
change for kickbacks.” The 
coordinated federal raids 
didn’t exactly surprise 
many Statehouse types. 
One lobbyist said he was 
with seven colleagues the 
day of the raid and they 
all claimed to have an 
unsavory Marty Sandoval 
story. Another was with 
17 colleagues and all but 
two had a story about 
Sandoval, um, “asking” 
them for various things 
in exchange for helping 
them with their legislative 
agendas. 

Officials with the 
Senate Democrats and the 
Illinois Secretary of State 
said that they did not have 
copies of federal warrants, 
which would be helpful to 
figure out what the feds 
were after. That’s some-
what surprising because 
the Secretary of State 
controls the Statehouse 
and the Senate Democrats 
control their own office 
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Facts win debates, 
not innuendo, lies 
and name-calling
Editor, The Prairie Press:

It is easier to win a debate with facts than 
with innuendo, name-calling and lies.  But lib-
erals don’t debate: they pontificate. No facts 
for them. After all, former vice-president Joe 
Biden recently told Iowans that Democrats 
choose “truth over facts” as if facts and truth 
were not the same thing, and as if they know 
what the truth is.

Fact: if President Trump loses the election 
in 2020, it may well be because the election 
has been rigged. In California, several coun-
ties had as much as 140 percent of voters turn 
out to vote in 2016. Yep, every voter in the 
county plus 40 percent more voted. Joseph 
Kennedy famously bought the presidency for 
John F. Kennedy by buying votes in Chicago, 
and Minnesota Democrat Al Franken won 
a seat in the House through votes that were 
later proven to be fraudulent. 

If Trump loses, although he may tweet 
about it, he will leave the White House deco-
rously without his staff trashing the comput-
ers as happened when the Clintons left.

This, according to Ms. Griffith, “fraud, 
greedy, and infantile” president has brought 
historically low unemployment rates to 
blacks, Hispanics and women and reduced 
the general unemployment rate to 3.7 per-
cent, the lowest since 1969. Millions of new 
jobs, many in manufacturing (something we 
were told had fled the country forever) have 
been added since he took office, and over 3 
million people have moved off food stamps. 
The poverty rate is significantly lower than 
in 2007, the year before the recession hit, as 
many have gotten jobs and moved into the 
middle class.

In foreign policy, this president with 
“limited cognitive ability” has gotten NATO 
nations to pay their fair share; renegotiated 
trade deals with the EU, Canada, Mexico 
and others that no longer harm U.S. work-
ers; gotten us out of the costly Paris Accord 
on Climate Change while still lowering our 
carbon emissions more than any country 
that remained in the Accord; lessened the 
tensions with North Korea who returned 
prisoners and the remains of Korean War 
dead to the U.S.; recognized the capital of 
Israel as Jerusalem and the right of Israel to 
the Golan Heights. 

Trump has taken on China, who for years 
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BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — A panel 
of Illinois judiciary members 
and stakeholders developed 
a three-year plan, announced 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, during an 
event in Chicago, designed 
to “improve the delivery of 
justice and better serve the 
public.”

In what Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Lloyd Karmeier 
called the “most significant 
step forward” his branch of 
government has undergone 
since the amendment creat-
ing a unified court system in 
the state, the guide outlines 
a mission statement, vision 
edict and five core values 
meant to be its “blueprint for 
the future.”

“If the courts are to con-

tinue to make good on the 
promise of equal justice un-
der law in this new and chal-
lenging environment, we 
must be proactive. Waiting 
for problems to develop and 
then responding will no lon-
ger do,” Karmeier wrote in 
the document. “Rather, it is 
critical that we anticipate the 
difficulties ahead and prepare 
for them in a reasoned and co-
ordinated way, drawing on the 
insights and experience of ev-
ery part, every level and every 
region of the Judicial Branch.”

Issues affecting the judicia-
ry include the appropriation 
and use of “limited resourc-
es,” changing technology and 
data collection, Marcia Meis, 
director of the courts’ admin-
istrative office, said.

The Judicial Conference 
crafted the Strategic Agenda’s 
five goals to address those dif-
ficulties, holding in mind the 
vision statement it created as 
well: “To be trusted and open 

to all by being fair, innovative, 
diverse, and responsive to 
changing needs.”

The panel of 29 confer-
ence members — 15 judges 
from varying levels and geo-
graphic areas and 14 non-ju-
dicial members — “did not 
reinvent the wheel,” retired 
judge S. Gene Schwarm said. 
Instead, they focused on five 
states similar to Illinois that 
have a comparable plan in 
place.

To help create them, the 
conference hired Brenda Wa-
genknecht-Ivey from Praxis 
Consulting, Inc., whose ser-
vices were recommended by 
some of those other states, 
Schwarm said. Her services 
were paid, in part, through a 
State Justice Institute grant.

The goals are “pretty lofty,” 
Schwarm said. 

They include “accessible 
justice and equal protection 
under the law;” “procedural 
fairness, timeliness, and op-

erational efficiency;” “profes-
sionalism and accountabil-
ity throughout the judicial 
branch;” “understanding of 
and confidence in the judicial 
branch;” and “sufficient fund-
ing and effective use of judi-
cial branch resources.”

“Having identified those 
goals, it falls to us to see them 
through,” Karmeier said.

Fifteen specific initiatives 
will be implemented in the 
next year, undertaken by the 
Supreme Court’s commis-
sions and committees. Also, 
seven task forces will be creat-
ed to accomplish what those 
groups are not assigned to 
carry out.

Meis said information will 
be shared not only within the 
judicial branch, but with com-
munity leaders and members 
of the Legislature to create a 
“feedback loop.” 

“In this way we ensure the 
process is inclusive, effective 
and sustainable,” she said.
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This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is 
provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

Real Estate Auction
Friday, October 18th – 5:30 PM Central 

2,322 sq. ft. House 
& Unattached Garage 

on Huge Lot

Property:  
112 East Monroe St. 

Chrisman, IL

For more info, visit us at: mossauctionteam.com

Date April 8 2016
At Knights of Columbus Hall
 
Price $9.00 adult  $6.00 kids
 
Altrusa $2.00/each
 
Dine in, Carry out or Drive 
thru

KC Hall
614 N. Main Street

Desserts 
by PHS 
Interact 

Club 
for a 

free will 
donation

Smokehouse 
FUNDRAISER

$11.00 - Adults/carry outs
$6.00 - Children (12 & under)

Menu
Chicken Wings,

Pulled Pork,
Chicken Tenders,

Beans,
Fries,

Coles Slaw,
Applesauce,
Potato Salad

October 11, 2019
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Come support the Paris Rotary 
Club & PHS Interact Club and

enjoy an incredible meal!

Don’t miss out on the 
all-you-can-eat 

buffet prepared by 
Country Rhodes! 

Paris Rotary Club

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free
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suites. Senators themselves 
do not technically control 
their offices. The federal 
agents reportedly showed 
their warrant to the SoS po-
lice when they arrived at the 
north entrance and then pre-
sented it to an employee near 
or in Sandoval’s unlocked, 
open office, but no copy was 
apparently kept. 

Nobody knows whether 
the raids were an outgrowth 
of current investigations or 
whether somebody flipped 
on him or if an irate civilian 
lodged a complaint. Burke, 
for example, got in trouble 
partly because he allegedly 
tried to shake down a regular 
guy who took umbrage.  
Sandoval is not only the Sen-
ate Transportation Commit-
tee chairman, but he is also a 
member of leadership as the 
Majority Caucus Whip. 
Senate President John Cul-
lerton has refused to remove 
Sandoval from either of the 
two positions. He’s even said 
nobody is sure whether the 
feds are really after Sandoval, 
which is kind of preposter-
ous. 

Sandoval hasn’t been 

charged with anything yet 
and we don’t even know 
what the feds were really after 
here. They’ve since raided or 
visited three small towns in 
Sandoval’s district. 

But Cullerton’s stance 
is not going over well with 
several members of his 
caucus. Cullerton has elected 
as many suburban PTA-types 
as he could over the years, 
and those folks tend to be 
squeaky clean people who 
ran for office to do squeaky 
clean things. They most 
definitely did not come to 
Springfield to defend this 
kind of stuff. 

Sandoval has been on the 
outs with House Speaker 
Michael Madigan and his 
team for years. The feud 
reached a fever pitch last year 
when Madigan sided with 
Congressman Chuy Garcia’s 
organization and successfully 
backed Alma Anaya against 
Sandoval’s daughter, Angie, 
for Garcia’s Cook County 
Board seat. 

Madigan’s “general,” 13th 
Ward Ald. Marty Quinn, 
reportedly wanted to take 
Sandoval himself out, but 
that plan was nixed. Even so, 
after last year’s conflict and 
the resulting extreme bad 

blood, people close to Madi-
gan’s organization figured 
Sandoval would eventually be 
placed on the Garcia/Madi-
gan hit list. 

Sandoval prepared for that 
impending battle partly by 
raising lots of money and 
launching a massive play for 
publicity. 

Among other things, San-
doval placed himself at the 
center of this spring’s effort 
to pass an infrastructure bill, 
holding high-profile hearings 
around the state and making 
impossible-to-ignore com-
ments to locals about how 
they needed to get behind 
specific tax hikes if they want-
ed their project money. He’s 
reported raising $263,000 in 
campaign contributions since 
July 1. But a recent fundraiser 
got him more publicity than 
he bargained for when a pho-
to was posted online of an 
attendee “shooting” a tequila 
“gun” at a person dressed as 
President Trump.

And now he’s the one 
under the gun.  

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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has stolen our intellec-
tual property. President 
Trump has successfully 
begun to reduce the num-
ber of illegals entering the 
U.S. who take American 
jobs and all too often 
American lives. More of 
what he has done can be 
found on www.common-
sense42.com, our blog 
site. 

But the left ignores the 
good times the country 
enjoys. The economy 
has yet to be mentioned 
at a Democratic Debate. 
Some leftists have openly 
wished for a recession and 
the resultant unemployed 
Americans in order to 
see Trump lose in 2020. 
To so blindly hate a man, 
especially one who has 
done so much good, that 
you are willing to see 
fellow Americans suffer in 
order to harm him, is truly 
deranged.

Jane Witmer
Paris

Three-year judicial blueprint unveiled
Chief justice: Plan is 
the ‘significant step 
forward’ for courts

where it is much easier to 
find good jobs for profession-
al spouses of young faculty 
being recruited than it is in 
the small twin cities in the 
corn fields. And of course, the 
recent funding hiatus gave 
top faculty recruits qualms 
about starting their careers at 
UIUC.

Further, the U. of I. endow-
ment is less than a tenth that 
of the top research schools. 
Offsetting this, according to 
former U.I. president Bob 
Easter, is a UIUC reputation 
for an inviting culture, which 
nurtures faculty research 
among budding faculty stars. 

The UI-Chicago is the re-
ally hot campus, enrollment 
having shot above 30,000 in 
the past couple of years. Lo-
cated at the foot of the Loop’s 
soaring skyscrapers, UIC can 
be reached easily by millions 
of people via the region’s 
dense public transit offer-
ings. Once a poor stepchild 
of UIUC, UIC was ranked 
this year by the Wall Street 
Journal as one of the 10 best 
universities in the nation for 
quality and cost.

Just a chip shot down 
old Route 66 and Amtrak, 
Illinois State University is 
well-managed and going 
strong. The same can’t be 
said, however, for the direc-
tional state universities out in 
Carbondale, Charleston and 
Macomb, which now enroll 
less than half the numbers of 
a decade or so back. 

State lawmakers represent-
ing these schools will fight 
tooth and toenail to keep 
them from being shuttered. 
But if these institutions 
don’t get their acts together, 
they will simply continue 
withering.

And the future doesn’t 
look promising. The state 
has no new money for higher 
education. Any new revenue 
from a proposed tax on the 
wealthy will be scooped up 
to pay old bills, Medicaid, 
pensions, K-12 education 
and starving state agencies 
such as those for children’s 
services and natural resourc-
es. And high school gradua-
tion numbers are projected to 
decline steadily over coming 
years.

What to do? The options 
would appear to include 
laissez-faire, survival of the 

fittest, as at present or, as 
some suggest, putting all state 
higher education under one 
controlling board. I think 
the former is better than the 
latter.

I do think state leaders 
should strengthen the once 
powerful, now toothless, 
Illinois Board of Higher Ed-
ucation. This agency used to 
have the ear of the governor 
and Legislature, which al-
lowed it to coordinate among 
the institutions, and reject 
new programs that weren’t 
needed.

The IBHE, university lead-
ers, state political and civic 
leaders need to come togeth-
er to inventory all public and 
private higher ed resources; 
determine what we want to 
accomplish, and how best 
to apply scarce resources in 
order to keep our best and 
brightest in the state, while 
attracting other young talent 
to Illinois.

(For many years, Jim Nowl-
an was a senior fellow and 
political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urba-
na-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors 
and publishes a weekly newspa-
per in central Illinois.)
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

BAND OF MID-AMERICA 
FREE

7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 11th

To reserve your seat, tickets are available at pcofa.net.  
Also, available in Prospect Bank Lobby

is PROUD to be a Premier Sponsor of the United 
States Air Force Band of Mid-America performing 

at the Paris Center of Fine Arts. 

In cooperation with Rides Mass Transit District 
FREE transportation to and from the concert will be 

provided to any Veteran. 

Please call the American Legion Post 211 at 
465-4812 for reservations as they will be needed for
transportation and tickets by WED., OCTOBER 9th

The American Legion Post 211 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) has announced 
producers currently partic-
ipating in federal crop in-
surance who had in 2019 a 
payable prevented planting 
indemnity related to flood-
ing, excess moisture or causes 
other than drought will au-
tomatically receive a top-up 
payment. Approved Insur-
ance Providers (AIPs) will 

make the payments starting in 
mid-October.

Producers with Yield Pro-
tection and Revenue Protec-
tion with Harvest Price Exclu-
sion will receive a 10 percent 
top-up payment on their 
indemnity, while producers 
with Revenue Protection 
Harvest Price Option will re-
ceive 15 percent. No sign up is 
required to receive payments; 
all producers with a 2019 pre-
vented planting indemnity 
will receive the top-up.

“It was a challenging plant-
ing season for many of our 
farmers,” said Bill Northey, 
USDA’s Under Secretary for 
Farm Production and Con-
servation. “We are doing ev-
erything we can to ensure pro-

ducers receive the help they 
need.

“USDA is working with 
AIPs so that producers can 
receive additional payments 
as soon as possible,” North-
ey added, “and we appreciate 
the AIPs for helping us help 
America’s farmers.”

The crop insurance indus-
try will deliver the payments 
as part of the Additional Sup-
plemental Appropriations for 
Disaster Relief Act of 2019.

After the initial payment, 
additional payments will be 
made in the middle of each 
month as more prevented 
planting claims are processed. 

“Crop insurance is an im-
portant program for many 
producers to help them man-

trouble with the Bay of Pigs, 
and they extended my time.”

The Bay of Pigs was one 
of the incidents connected 
to the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis when President John F. 
Kennedy and Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev of the former 
U.S.S.R. were in a face-off 
over the Soviet Union placing 
medium range nuclear weap-
ons in Cuba. 

Brimner was a signalman 
on a destroyer based at Nor-
folk, Va.

“We would go out and 
cruise in the Caribbean for 
awhile, and then return to 
Norfolk for more training,” 
said Brimner.

After his discharge, Brim-
ner returned to Edgar Coun-
ty and got a job at the cereal 
mill. He was later employed 
by International Harvester 
and General Telephone.

“In ’77, I quit the phone 
company and went into busi-
ness for myself,” said Brimner. 
His excavation and trenching 
business continued until he 
retired in 2018.

Camp also came back to 
Edgar County after leaving 
Alaska and started farming in 
1958.

They were aware of the 
honor flights taking veterans 

to Washington for visiting 
the various monuments but 
hadn’t thought about going 
until their sons investigat-
ed the idea and approached 
them about making the trip. 
Mitchell Camp served as the 
guardian for his father, and 
Kevin Brimner did the same 
for his father.

Guardians are younger 
people who accompany and 
assist the elderly veterans on 
the trip. The veterans fly free 
and guardians pay for their 
tickets

According to the Honor 
Flight website, the organiza-
tion is dedicated to providing 
veterans with honor and clo-
sure. The primary goal is to 
get World War II veterans to 
the official memorial for the 
Second World War but other 
important stops are the me-
morials for the Korean and 
Vietnam wars. The latter two 
memorials probably had the 
most impact on Camp and 
Brimner.

“I had a friend who served 
in Korea,” said Camp. “To see 
that memorial, you have to 
think about the hardship.”

“It’s just amazing to see that 
wall with all of the names on 
it,” Brimner said about the 
Vietnam Memorial. 

Other stops included Ar-
lington Cemetery for the 
changing of the guard at the 

FLIGHT
FROM PAGE 1A

Some reports after planting 
finished were a bit more opti-
mistic than prior projections 
and the markets reacted by 
cutting prices.

“Prices went down in July 
so they are depressed again,” 
said Hogan.

He added the ongoing 
trade war with China is an-
other unsettling factor in the 
commodity market. 

The beans he was harvest-
ing earlier in the week were 
going into on farm storage 
bins for sale at a later date.

“The rest we hauled to 
Oakland and Horace,” he said.

Another complication, in 
a year full of complications, 
goes beyond reduced yield 
per acre to include ground 
that did not get planted be-
cause of weather delays.

HARVEST
FROM PAGE 1A

According to the United 
State Department of Agri-
culture, Edgar County did 
not have any prevented plant-
ed acres in 2018. For 2019, 
Edgar, Coles and Douglas 
counties seem to be sitting 
in a sweet spot as these loca-
tions had 671, 396 and 324 
prevented planted acres re-
spectively. Our other neigh-
boring counties are not as 
well off: Clark, 7,451 acres; 
Champaign, 4,206 acres; and 
Vermilion, 8,472 acres not 
planted.

The loss in Clark, Cham-
paign and Vermilion counties 
pales when compared to the 
hardest hit Bureau County 
with 69,161 prevented plant-
ed acres. Kankakee County 
recorded 55,878 prevented 
planted acres.

Illinois’ total prevented 
planted acres for 2019 topped 
945,000 acres.

Prevented planting payments possible
Approved insurance 
providers to issue 
payments starting 
mid-October

Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier, the Air Force Me-
morial, the Lincoln and 
Washington monuments 
and the Air and Space Mu-
seum. Their honor flight 
participants, which includ-
ed a WWII veteran in his 
90s, traveled through the 
city on four charter buses 
with a police escort that 
blocked streets for their 
passage. 

It was a long 17-hour 
day from when they left 
Springfield until they re-
turned. The flight home in-
cluded a mail call segment 
with each veteran receiv-
ing a bag of cards and let-
ters expressing well wishes 
from both strangers and 
people they knew.

Brimner’s mail call pack-
et included notes from ev-
ery fifth grade student at 
Crestwood School where 
one of his relatives is on 
staff.

Camp’s letters contained 
two special messages from 
his great-granddaughters 
aged six and 10, and while 
that was emotional, the 
thing that touched him the 
most was the reception at 
the Springfield airport.

“When you walked out 
there and saw all of those 
people greeting you, 
that was humbling,” said 
Camp.

age their production and 
price risks,” said Martin 
Barbre, Administrator of 
USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency (RMA). “We’re 
leveraging that system to 
efficiently and effectively 
deliver much needed sup-
port to our farmers.”

RMA received commit-
ments from all 14 AIPs 
to deliver the top-up pay-
ments:

The prevented planting 
top-up payments are dif-
ferent from the Wildfires 
and Hurricanes Indemnity 
Program Plus (WHIP+) 
payments. More informa-
tion on WHIP+ is avail-
able at www.farmers.gov/
recover/whip-plus.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A cloud of dust partially obscures a combine while cutting 
beans Wednesday morning in Paris Township.

Jan. 1 and to use his built up 
vacation during December, 
which would keep him on as 
an employee and entitled to 
the village health insurance 
coverage.

Police chief Jeff Goodwin 
had a short report for the meet-
ing.

He informed the trustees the 
property at 502 North Front 
Street is out of foreclosure and 
a Colorado-based company is 
attempting to sell the ground.

“I contacted them about 
the weeds, and they said they 
would take care of it but noth-
ing has happened,” said Good-
win. 

Acting on the advice of the 
village attorney, Goodwin had 

village workers mow the prop-
erty and the village will likely 
mow it again once more before 
the growing season is over. He 
said the attorney will attach 
a lien to the property for the 
mowing expenses the village 
incurred. 

In other police related mat-
ters, the department:
Issued nine written warn-

ings.
Issued 14 verbal warnings.
Made two criminal arrests.
Resolved three com-

plaints.
Assisted the Edgar Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Department five 
times and the Coles County 
Sheriff’s Department once.

The final action of the eve-
ning was setting trick or treat 
hours as 6-8 p.m. Halloween 
night, Thursday, Oct. 31.

KANSAS
FROM PAGE 1A

THEATER
FROM PAGE 8A

Beast,” “The Little Mer-
maid” and “Frozen.” An-
other medley uses music 
popularized by the Four 
Seasons from the hit mu-
sical “Jersey Boys.”

Besides the medleys, 
solos and duets feature 
selections from “Wick-
ed,” “Spamalot,” “Chi-
cago,” “Aladdin,” “The 
Music Man,” “My Fair 
Lady,” “South Pacific” 
and “Hamilton” as well as 
many others.

This will be the third 
show by the Paris Com-
munity Theater in 2019, 
following the highly suc-
cessful “Mama Mia” in 
July and “Willie Wonka 
Jr.” in August.

Tanner Laughlin, one 
of the company’s found-
ing members, noted it is 
hoped productions will 
continue expanding with 
perhaps a drama and/or 
comedy play and a staged 
reading of a work.

Tickets for “Love, From 
Broadway,” are $10 and 
are available for purchase 
at Prospect Bank in Par-
is as well online at www.
pcofa.net and going to 
upcoming shows. All seats 
are reserved.

LEGION GIVES $5,000 TO PCOFA

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris American Legion recently donated $5,000 to the Paris Center of Fine Arts. The money 
is intended to help with periphery expenses for the Oct. 11 performance by the U.S. Air Force Band 
such as operating the sound and light systems and providing lodging and meals for the band 
members. The Legion is also cooperating with Rides Mass Transit to give veterans free rides from 
home to the concert and back home again. Left to right, Chuck McDaniel, PCOFA director Kristen 
Chittick and Legion commander Paul Hanks.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

DANVILLE — Officials 
at Danville Area Commu-
nity College are pleased to 
announce two historic new 
opportunities for students in 
DACC’s associate degree in 
nursing program. 

The presidents of DACC 
and Illinois State University 
met to sign two memoranda 
of understanding allowing 
students in DACC’s nursing 

program to seamlessly trans-
fer to the ISU Mennonite 
College of Nursing. 

The first agreement, a dual 
enrollment plan, will facili-
tate concurrent enrollment of 
DACC’s ADN students into 
ISU’s RN to BSN program. 
DACC students must first 
complete a set of prerequi-
site courses to the satisfaction 
of ISU’s admission require-
ments. 

The second agreement, a 

Pathway program, will facili-
tate transfer of students from 
DACC’s ADN program to 
ISU’s RN to BSN program. 
These students will enjoy 
pre-admission and a smooth 
transfer into ISU’s Menno-
nite College of Nursing upon 
completion of their ADN de-
gree.

Following brief remarks 
from DACC President Ste-
phen Nacco, DACC Nurs-
ing Director Mary “Mimi” 
Skinner, Mennonite College 
of Nursing Dean Judy Neu-
brander, and ISU President 
Larry Dietz, the two agree-
ments were signed making 
the partnership official.

“This is a wonderful op-
portunity for our students to 
continue their education and 
seamlessly transfer to one of 
the premier nursing schools 
in the country,” said DAAC’s 
directro of Nursing Mimi 
Skinner. “We thank ISU for 
their partnership.” 

DACC signs historic agreement with 
ISU Mennonite College of Nursing
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TCT VB 
falls to
Knights

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKLAND — The 
Tri-County volleyball 
team hosted Blue Ridge 
Thursday evening, fall-
ing in straight sets to the 
Knights 25-23, 25-22. 

The match was a pos-
sible preview of the up-
coming Lincoln Prairie 
conference tournament, 
with Tri-County and 
Blue Ridge being the 
third and first ranked 
teams, respectively.

This past week was 
one of the biggest weeks 
of volleyball in recent 
memory for the Titans. 
They traveled south on 
Tuesday evening for Lin-
coln Prairie Conference 
action against the Cum-
berland Pirates. 

The Titans came into 
that match on a four 
winning streak with an 
crucial league match 
coming up later on in the 
week plus hosting the in-
augural Lincoln Prairie 
Conference Tournament 
starting next week.

Tri-County got off to a 
quick start, jumping out 
to a 5-2 lead before Blue 
Ridge responded with a 
7-4 run of their own to 
tie the match at 9-9. 

The Knights used 
that momentum to push 
ahead to an 18-14 lead. 

The Titans pulled 
within 19-18, but the 
Knights answered with a 
3-1 run to go back up 22-
19. Tri-County cut the 
deficit to 24-23 but Blue 
Ridge managed to secure 
the set win at 25-23.

The Knights used that 
momentum to jump 
out to a quick 4-0 lead, 
eventually turning that 
into a 10-3 advantage. 
Tri-County managed to 
chip away at the Blue 
Ridge lead to tie the set 
at 22-22. 

Several costly Titan 
mistakes allowed the 
Knights to pull away for a 
25-22 win.

Kaylenn Hunt had a 
season high 18 kills and 
added three blocks to 
lead the Titans. Cailynne 
Phillips had five kills and 
two aces. Melia Eskew 
had three aces and 23 as-
sists.

On Tuesday, the team 
had traveled to Cumber-
land and walked away 
from the LIC contest 
with a 25-18, 25-20 win. 

The Titans kept their 
poise in the contest, bat-
tling off a pesky Pirates 
squad to sweep their 
host. Kaylenn Hunt led 
the way with ten kills and 
four blocks. 

Izzy Carroll added four 
kills and five digs.  Lillie 
Cox chipped in two aces 
and three digs. Melia Es-
kew finished with 20 as-
sists.

The Titans now 13-5 
overall, 5-2 Lincoln Prai-
rie will play this Saturday 
morning in Paris at the 
Tigers Invitational. 

Start time for the 
matches is set for 8:30 
a.m. at Paris High 
School.

Here to 
help you 
retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

Titans triumph 34-33
TCT bounces back after tough loss to take down the Cumberland in a last minute score
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKLAND — The 
Tri-County Titans scored 
with 1:04 left in the game to 
shock the Cumberland Pi-
rates 34-33 in a Lincoln Prai-
rie Conference football game 
Friday.

The homecoming victory 
Friday evening came just a 
week after the Coach Brian 
Anderson’s Titan team fell 
just short against the Argen-
ta-Oreana Bombers.That loss 
put a spark in the Titans and 
gave them a sense of confi-
dence going into the game 
against Cumberland Pirates.

The Pirates were coming 
off one of that school’s big-
gest football victories ever as 

the took down had the Arcola 
Purple Riders.

The Titans had a lot to play 
for and needed a duplicate 
performance to pull off a win 
against a young, but solid Pi-
rates squad.  With a perfect 
night for football, the stage 
was set for the battle for first 
place in the league at stake.

The contest came down 
once again to the final mo-
ments — but this time with a 
victorious outcome.

Just like last week, 
Tri-County was forced to 
come back from a two-score 
deficit. This time the ending 
was different scoring a late 
touchdown and hitting the 
point after to take the lead

The Titans then came up 

with a huge defensive play 
to complete the wild 34-33 
comeback win over Cumber-
land.

The victory leaves TCT 
tied for first in the Lincoln 
Prairie and even their overall 
record in the process.

The Titans once again went 
back to their game plan from 
a week ago using a slow, grind 
it out method with running 
the football after using a great 
opening kick return by Dame-
on Bolton to go 54 yards in 
5:20 capped off by a 22-yard 
touchdown run by Daniel 
Drake.  Filippo Bosio’s extra 
point try hit the right upright 
and missed giving the Titans 
a 6-0 lead.

The Titans then got a huge 

spark on defense as the Pi-
rates mishandled a toss play 
deep in their own territory 
on their first possession and 
Cody Weber pounced on the 
ball recovering the fumble to 
give Tri-County the ball back.  
At the 4:43 mark, the Titans 
capitalized as Mitch Pollock 
found Brandon Royer on the 
right side and Royer did the 
rest for a 21-yard touchdown.  
Bosio hit the extra point and 
TCT was up 13-0.

The Pirates responded 
quickly on their next posses-
sion, using strong running by 
Blaine Donsbach and Wyatt 
Brant to get all the way down 
to the Titans one yard line. 
Donsbach went up the middle 
and leaped over the defensive 

line for the touchdown with 
1:22 left in the first quarter. 
The extra point was missed 
making the score 13-6 going 
into the second quarter.

Early in the second quar-
ter, the Pirates forced a Titan 
turnover deep in Tri-County 
territory as Pollock fumbled 
giving Cumberland a short 
field.  With 10:29 remaining 
in the first half, Donsbach 
went to work again plunging 
in from one yard out.  The 
Pirates missed the PAK again 
and the Titans held on to a 
13-12 lead.  

The Titans responded on 
the their next possession, 
this time mixing the run and 
pass. With 6:55 remaining in 

Tri-County hosting 
first Lincoln Prairie 
Conference tourney

C-Wood, 
Mayo 
girls are 
winning

PARIS ROLLS TO 34-0 WIN OVER MARSHALL

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Paris senior running back Coy Landrum (7) had another monster night rushing for the Tigers Friday against Marshall. The 
Tiger co-captain ran the ball 15 times for 150 yards as Paris dominated the Lions 34-0. Tiger quarterback Danny Perry (12) 
watches Landrum turn the corner.

Tigers handle the Lions
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Tigers dominated the 
Marshall Lions in front of a packed 
house at Tiger Stadium Friday eve-
ning, and shutting out their Little Illini 
Conference 34-0.

Paris improves to 5-1 on the season 
and 4-1 in the Little Illini Conference, 
while Marshall falls to 2-4 overall, and 
2-3 in the LIC.

Paris dominated the game from the 
opening drive and thwarted every Lion 
attempt to reach the end zone. Mar-
shall won the coin toss and deferred 
possession to the second half. As hot 
as the Tiger offense has been over the 
past three weeks, this fit perfectly into 
Coach Jeremy Clodfelder’s game plan.

Picking up right where they left off 
in last week’s victory game at Macomb, 
the Tigers forced their rushing attack 
on the Lions. Starting at their own 30-
yard line, Paris ran the ball 10 straight 
times. Coy Landrum and Danny Per-
ry had nine of those rushes, with the 
10th carry being a one-yard score by 
Landrum. The Tigers Paris did not 
face a single third down situation on 
the drive. Ethan Graham split the up-
rights with his sixth consecutive made 
extra point attempt to give the Tigers 
a 7-0 lead at the 8:17 mark of the first 
quarter. 

Marshall began its initial drive deep 
in their own territory following a deep 
kickoff by Garrett King. Tailback John 
Siverly and quarterback Jacob Shaffner 
took turns carrying the ball as the Li-
ons made their way into Paris territory. 
Marshall employed a two-quarterback 
system with Shaffner and Luke Cook 

calling signals. Cook completed a 
10-yard pass to Lance Rees on third-
and-12 at midfield. Siverly converted a 
fourth-and-2 opportunity, but a pair of 

illegal procedure penalties forced Mar-
shall to punt.

The Tigers took over at their own 

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Marshall’s John Siverly straight arms Chase Hays who is coming in for the tackle, 
assisted by Nathan Zorn in Friday’s 34-0 Paris win.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

The Crestwood and 
Mayo girls basketball 
teams are continuing to 
pick up wins as the girls 
basketball season is in full 
swing.

The Crestwood seventh 
and eighth grade basket-
ball teams picked up strong 
wins again this week host-
ing Danville North Ridge. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH 37,
 DANVILLE NORTH RIDGE 16

The Crestwood seventh 
grade team got out to a 
fast start against Danville 
North Ridge, eventually 
capping taking a 37-16 
win.

Graci Watson led the 
team with 13 points while 
also grabbing seven re-
bounds, six assists and 
one steal. Taylor Clark 
had eight points in the win 
with two rebounds and 
one steal. Samantha Kin-
dred scored four points to 
go along with six rebounds, 
two assists and two steals. 
Bella Moreschi had four 
points, seven rebounds 
and two steals. Kilee Ed-
wards had two points, two 
rebounds and one steal. 
Kylee Kleptz had two 
points and three rebounds. 
Myah Bartos scored two 
points. Mirayah Smith had 
two steals. Reese Lehman 
had one rebound. Lottie 
Volstroff had one rebound, 
one assist and one steal. 
Mazie Mae Hawkins had 
two points to pair with five 
rebounds and two steals. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH 51, 
DANVILLE NORTH RIDGE 10 

The Crestwood eighth 
grade team was relentless 
in its 51-10 victory over 
Danville North Ridge. 

Gracie Dyer led the 
team with 13 points while 
also grabbing three re-
bounds and three steals. 
Vivian Moore scored 12 
points along with five re-
bounds, one assist and 
one steal. Jami Wallace had 
seven points and eight re-
bounds. Taylor Clark had 
five points, one rebound, 
two assists and two steals. 
Graci Watson scored four 

See GIRLS, Page 10A

See TITANS, Page 10A

See TIGERS, Page 10A
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points while grabbing three 
rebounds, one assist and two 
steals. Aubree Leader had 
three points, one assist and 
four steals. Cate Kirby had 
one point, three assists and 
four steals. Samantha Kindred 
scored two points. Mazie Mae 
Hawkins had five points and 
two rebounds. 

The Mayo seventh and 
eighth grade basketball teams 
split their contests against Law-
renceville Monday night. 

LAWRENCEVILLE 7TH 38, MAYO 29 
The Mayo seventh grade 

basketball team dropped 
its Monday evening contest 
against Lawrenceville 38-
29. 

Bailey Plew led the team in 
scoring with 17 points while 
also grabbing five rebounds. 
Peighton Smith had a dou-
ble-double with 10 points and 
10 rebounds. Linda Selemos-
ka had five rebounds. Paven 
Walker had five rebounds. 
Emma Sanders had two 
points. 

MAYO 8TH 31, LAWRENCEVILLE 17 
The Mayo eighth grade 

team managed to outlast 
Lawrenceville Monday eve-
ning, winning the contest 

GIRLS
FROM PAGE 9A

TIGER GOLFERS EARN LIC HONORS

Special to The Prairie Press

Four Paris High School golfers earned All Little Illini Conference honors Monday at the annual 
conference championships. Honored were, from left, Kaitlyn Coombes, Luke Bradley, Chance 
Westerfield and Reese Wagoner.

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

half, Pollock found Kenzal 
Lloyd on a slant from the Pi-
rates 12 yard line. Lloyd ran 
it in from there and Bosio hit 
the extra point and Tri-Coun-
ty had a 20-12 lead.

Cumberland then respond-
ed with a late drive using both 
Donsbach and Brant to drive 
deep into Titan territory.  
This time, the Pirates went 
to the air as Brant caught a 
pass from Rayce Zike for an 
18-yard touchdown with 16 
seconds left. The two-point 
conversion run failed and 
Tri-County had a 20-18 lead 
going into the locker room.

The Pirates had the ball to 
start the third quarter and 
used strong running from 
Colt Guyon to advance into 
Titan territory.  With 8:37 left 
in the third quarter, Dons-
bach found a hole on the 
far side and scampered in 
to score from 22 yards out.  
Brant then ran in the two-
point conversion and the 
Pirates had their first lead, 
26-20.

After a three and out by 
Tri-County, Cumberland 
went to work again with a 

time-consuming drive.  With 
the ball on the TCT 23-yard 
line, the Pirates went back to 
Brant who found a seam and 
took it in for the score with 
2:13 left.  Kade Warner hit 
the extra point and Cumber-
land was up 33-20 heading 
into the final 12 minutes.  
At this point, most people 
would have thought that the 
Pirates would pull away and 
take the win.

No one knew about the 
heart and desire of the Titans.

The start of the fourth 
quarter saw Tri-County get 
one of the biggest plays of 
the season with 10:05 left as 
Pollock threw the ball to the 
back of the end zone from 
the Cumberland 18-yard line.  
With two Pirate defenders 
on him, Lloyd found a way 
to catch the ball for a touch-
down. Bosio hit the extra 
point and the score was cut 
to 33-27.

The Pirates then went on 
a drive moving them into 
Titan territory, but the Titan 
defense held strong stopping 
them on a key third down 
at the 18-yard line, forcing a 
25-yard field goal attempt by 
Warner. Warner’s kick went 
wide right giving Tri-County 

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

31-yard line and embarked on 
another long scoring drive. 

Perry used his arm and his 
legs on this drive, finding Ma-
son Hutchings on an eight-yard 
pass and running for another 
15 to get the Tigers down to 
the Lion 35-yard line. The first 
of five Marshall personal fouls 
during the game at the end of 
a 10-yard run by Perry gave 
the Tigers a first down at the 
Marshall 13-yard line. Two 
plays later, Nathan Zorn scored 
from six-yards out to give Paris 
a 13-0 lead. Graham split the 
uprights once again and the Ti-
gers led 14-0 with 11:56 left in 
the first half.

Marshall began its next drive 
at their own 30-yard line and 
used a heavy dose of Siverly to 
move the football inside the Ti-
ger 10-yard line. On first-and-
goal, the Lions were flagged 
for a false start to back them up 
five yards. Siverly got the penal-
ty yards back and then some as 
he rumbled to the six-yard line. 
The Tiger defense stiffened 
as Landrum knocked away a 
pass intended for Rees in the 
end zone on fourth-and-goal 
to stop the only serious Lion 
scoring threat. 

Neither team could muster 
much of a drive over their next 
possessions, but a huge stop by 
the Tiger defense shut down 
the Lions on a fourth-and-4 at 
their own 36. With just over 
two minutes left in the half, nei-
ther team could gain any trac-
tion and the score remained at 
14-0 at intermission.

Marshall opened the sec-
ond half with the ball, but only 
managed to move to midfield 
before punting. 

Paris once again began with 
terrible field position starting 
this scoring drive at their own 
14-yard line. It was business 
as usual for the Tigers on this 
drive, as they covered 86-yards 
in 10 plays, and chewed up 
over five minutes of the game 
clock. With Landrum and 
Zorn carrying the ball and a 
big completion by Perry to 
Hutchings for 29-yards moved 
the ball to the Lion 12-yard 
line. Perry capped this drive off 
with a six-yard scamper for the 
score. Graham made the extra 
point for a 21-0 Paris lead. 

Following a three-and-out 
by the Lions on their next pos-

session, the Tigers hope to salt 
the game away. With leading 
rusher Coy Landrum on the 
sidelines getting a much-de-
served rest, Zorn saw the lion’s 
share of the work. The senior 
tailback ran the ball four times 
for 16-yards, but the Tigers 
could not break any big plays 
and turned the ball over on 
downs at midfield. 

Once again, Marshall shot 
themselves in the foot on their 
next possession as they were 
whistled for three fouls — in-
cluding a pair of 15-yarders — 
to give the Tigers the football 
right back near midfield. 

The Tigers then found the 
end zone on a drive of less than 
three plays. This time, it took just 
one play as Landrum took the 
handoff from Perry and outran 
the Lion defense for a 55-yard 
score stretching the lead to 27-0.

After a short punt by the 
Lions after just a four-play pos-
session, Zorn pounded his way 
through the Marshall defense 
for 19-yards, with an additional 
15-yards tacked on for a face-
mask penalty. Perry then found 
a wide-open Sam Mays from 
14 yards out for a touchdown. 
The extra point gave the Tigers 
the final 34-0 margin.

For the third straight week, 
the Tigers eclipsed the 300-
yard rushing mark as they fin-
ished with 320 on the ground. 

Paris held Marshall to 258 
yards of total offense. Landrum 
was once again the workhorse 
carrying 15 times for 150 yards 
and a pair of touchdowns. 
Zorn gained 75 yards on 10 
carried and he also found the 
end zone once. Perry had 12 
rushes for 47 yards and a score; 
Gage Comstock came in on 
the final drive and gained 19 
yards on three carries. Mays 
carried once for 18 yards and 
Hutchings added 17 yards on 
three totes. With their success 
on the ground, the Tigers at-
tempted just seven passes on 
the evening. Perry completed 
four of those for 45 yards and 
a touchdown. Hutchings had 
three grabs for 31 yards and 
Mays caught his only pass for 
14 yards and a score.

John Siverly carried the load 
for Marshall on the ground as he 
eclipsed the 100-yard mark gain-
ing 109 yards on 19 carries. Luke 
Cook added 24 yards on four 
carries, Jacob Shaffner rushed 
seven times for 22 yards, and 
Brock Weddle gained five yards 
on his only touch. Cook com-
pleted just 13-of-30 passes for 98 
yards, and had one interception. 
Lance Rees had 10 grabs for 86 
yards, Kobe Patton caught one 
ball for 13, and Shaffner hauled 
in a pair of passes for no yards. 
The Lions were penalized 12 
times for 125 yards in the game.

BY JEFF CHAMBERS 
prairiepresssports@gmail.com 

The Paris Tiger golf teams 
enjoyed successful results 
over the last week on the 
links, finishing third in the 
Little Illini Conference tour-
nament on Monday as well as 
the highly competitive Paris 
Invitational last Saturday. 

At Oak Glen Golf Course 
in Robinson, the Tigers 
played their way to a third-
place team finish in the LIC 
tourney. As a team, Paris shot 
a 333; three strokes behind 
Olney, and 10 shots behind 
Lawrenceville/Red Hill. Par-
is was also well-represented 
on the all-LIC team as Wag-
oner, Bradley, and Westerfield 
all earned first-team honors. 
Wagoner shot an 82 to finish 
tied for fourth, while Brad-
ley and Westerfield tied for 

eighth with an 83 each. Ethan 
Kelly of Lawrenceville fired a 
78 to earn top honors overall. 
Nathan Minnis just missed 
first team honors, but settled 
for a second-team mention 
with an 85. Watson shot an 
88, while Worrell played to a 
92 to round out team scoring 
for the Tigers.

On the girls’ side, Kaitlyn 
Coombes took home first-
team honors as she shot a 92 
to finish second overall, just 
one stroke behind Madeline 
McKinney of Olney for the 
top spot.

On Saturday, Eagle Ridge 
golf course played host to 15 
teams and over 90 golfers for 
the annual Paris Invite. The 
Tigers finished with a team 
total of 338, just 15 strokes 
behind the tourney champi-
ons Charleston and just nine 

Paris takes 3rd in LIC
strokes behind Mattoon.

Paris had a pair of play-
ers finish in the top 10 as 
Chance Westerfield fired 
an 82 to finish in a four-
way tie for fourth, while 
Luke Bradley tied for 10th 
with an 84. 

Charleston’s Blake Wolfe 
finished as a medalist with 
a one-over par 73. Round-
ing out the scoring for Par-
is was Reese Wagoner and 
Mitchell Worrell with an 
86 and Dawson Watson 
with an 87.

Regional play for the 
boys and girls will get un-
derway this week.

Paris boys play at the 
Mattoon Country Club 
on Monday while the girls 
play in the Okaw Valley 
Regional at Eagle Creek 
Golf Course Thursday.

Paris VB keeps rolling
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris Lady Tiger vol-
leyball team continued to 
add to its strong 2019 season, 
winning three games this past 
week against Riverton Parke, 
Salt Fork and Marshall. 

The three wins push the 
team’s record to 15-2 overall 
and 4-0 in the Little Illini con-
ference. 

After a successful week 
on the court, Coach Chris-
ty Pinkston is enjoying the 
team’s success . 

“Playing multiple games in 
such a short timeframe is nev-
er easy but these girls stepped 
up this week,” Pinkston said. 
“We want to come out and 
play like we know we can ev-
ery game and, even though 
we had to mix the lineup a bit, 
they played well this week.” 

The Tigers capped the 
week with a strong perfor-
mance Thursday evening in 
a 2-0 sweep of rival Marshall. 
Paris won the opening set 25-
17 and the second set 25-15 
to secure the victory. 

Emma Pinkston tallied a 
team-high 11 kills in the con-
test with a .474 hitting per-
centage. She was followed by 

Lizzie Rouse, who finished 
the game with four kills and 
two blocks. Sarah Wells also 
notched four kills for the 
Tigers to go along with one 
block and six digs. Sara Burg-
er had three service aces in 
the game. Payton Block had 
20 assists in the win. 

On Wednesday, Paris 
hosted Salt Fork, winning 
the contest in two sets with 
strong performances across 
the board 25-17, 25-14. 

Rouse led the team in kills 
with eight kills and a .350 
hitting percentage and both 
of the team’s blocks. Burger 
tallied six kills on a .286 hit-
ting percentage with one ace. 
Pinkston grabbed five kills 
and two aces. Wells, Block 
and Pinkston each had seven 
digs in the win over Salt Fork 
and Block handed out 21 as-
sists. 

The Tigers kicked off their 
week with a 2-1 win over Riv-
erton Parke Monday. 

Paris got out to a rocky 
start against the Panthers, 
dropping the opening set 25-
20. However, some excellent 
attacking and presence at the 
net lifted the Tigers in the sec-
ond set 25-18 before capping 

the game with a 25-20 win in 
the third set. 

The team was led by Emma 
Pinkston with 15 kills and a 
.268 hitting percentage. Liz-
zie Rouse was also impressive 
for the Tigers, tallying 10 kills 
with a .400 hitting percentage 
and a team-high four blocks. 
Paris found a lot of success 
at the service line as Katrina 
Strow and Sarah Wells added 
two aces each to the seven to-
tal as a team. Strow also paced 
the team with a team-high 12 
digs. Payton Block had 35 as-
sists in the game. 

Now sitting at 15-2, the 
Tigers are frontrunners in 
the Little Illini conference. 
Despite the team’s record 
though, Pinkston wants to 
keep her group level-headed 
moving forward. 

“We have team-goals in 
terms of record and the con-
ference but we don’t want 
to get lost in that either,” 
Pinkston said. “It isn’t al-
ways about if we win or lose 
a game, but how we move on 
from that and learn.” 

Paris plays again Saturday 
at 8:30 a.m. at home against 
West Vigo in the Tiger Invi-
tational. 

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Pressx

Tiger junior wide receiver Mason Hutchings waits for a pass from quarterback Danny Perry in 
Friday’s 34-0 win over Marshall at Tiger Stadium.

31-17. 
Aubrey Wilson led the 

team with eight points, six 
rebounds and five steals. 
Stephanie Johnson scored 
eight points to pair with six 
steals. Sami Milam scored 
six points and had five re-
bounds. Peighton Smith 
had five points. Tori Moore 
had two points and five re-
bounds. Jaidyn Simpson 
scored two points in the 
win. 

The Mayo seventh grade 
team is now 3-2 while the 
eighth grade team is 5-0. 
Mayo plays again on Thurs-
day at 6 p.m. as they host St. 
Joseph. 

new life at the 20-yard line.
From there — just like 

last week — the Titans went 
on a final time-consuming 
drive kept alive by a huge 
run by Lane Bisby on a 4th 
and 2 who gained nine yards 
giving TCT the first down. 
The Titans then received 
another huge break as the 
Pirates were hit with an un-
sportsmanlike conduct pen-
alty after a completed pass 
from Pollock to Royer. Roy-
er was thrown wildly out of 
bounds putting the ball at 
the Cumberland nine-yard 
line.  

With 1:04 left in regu-
lation, Pollock went to his 
right on the bootleg and 
found daylight to find the 
pylon for the touchdown 
to tie the game at 33-33.  
On the extra point, Bosio’s 
kick hit the right upright 
once again, but this time 
snuck in behind the cross 
bar for the conversion to 
give the Titans the lead 
back at 34-33.

On the next Pirates play, 
the Titans had another big 
play as Lloyd intercepted 
the pass from Zike and 
ran it down to the Cum-
berland 20-yard line with 
50 seconds left.  The Ti-
tans then ran out the clock 
from there to complete the 
comeback win.

Mitch Pollock was 6 of 
12 passing for 78 yards and 
two scores while adding a 
touchdown run.  Kenzal 
Lloyd had two catches for 
25 yards and a score while 
Brandon Royer had two 
catches for 45 yards and a 
score.  

The Titans (3-3 overall, 
3-1 Lincoln Prairie) will 
travel to Arcola on Friday 
night to face the Arcola 
Purple Riders in LPC ac-
tion.  Kickoff is set for 7 
p.m. at Thomas Bradford 
Field.

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Tiger senior Sam Mays (4) shakes off a would-be Marshall tackler 
during Friday’s 34-0 win over the Lions.
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Congrats to these Tigers who earned All-LIC 
honors Monday at the LIC Golf Match!

(L-R) Kaitlyn Coombs, Luke Bradley, Chance Westerfield & Reese Wagoner
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NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – GUARANTEED

SENIOR OR MILITARY DISCOUNT!
We off er Senior & Military discounts

ON TOP of the 15% off  & 0% fi nancing!

 CALL US TODAY
For A FREE Estimate!

1-844-262-9750

AND!

FINANCING*
OFF ENTIRE
LEAFFILTER

®

PURCHASE**0% %15
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  Li-
cense# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  License# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  

License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  
License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# 

HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230  Registration# 366920918 Registra-
tion# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  

Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H *Contact us for additonal details

Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

 
OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Breaded or Grilled Chicken Sandwich  
$3.75 

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK: Pumpkin

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Now Serving 
Homemade 

Soups

Grilled Cheese, Cup of Soup & Drink
$6.50

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

Sunkel Excavating LLC
Justin Sunkel
Owner/Operator

sunkelexcavating@yahoo.com

Sunkel Excavating LLC

12773 E. 1100th Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)264-5848

Long road trip to Macomb ends in Tiger win
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com 

MACOMB — In a pre-
view of what could become 
the norm if the Illinois High 
School Association has its way, 
the Paris Tigers embarked on 
a road trip for the ages Friday, 
Sept. 27.

For the first time this sea-
son, the Tigers were victorious 
on the road as they defeated 
the Macomb Bombers by the 
score of 28-18 to move to 4-1 
on the year  and 3-1 in the Lit-
tle Illini Conference.

Even though the final score 
looked as though the Tigers 
earned a comfortable victory, 
the storyline actually reads 
quite differently.

Macomb entered the game 
with a misleading 0-4 record 
on the season. All four of their 
previous opponents had en-
rollments much higher than 
that of the Tigers — including 
Kankakee with 1,219 students. 

Say what you want about 
weathermen, but the local fore-
casters got this one right on 
Friday, Sept. 27.

With the possibility of heavy 
storms in the western part of 
Illinois that evening, contin-
gency plans were set in motion 
during the 4.5-hour bus ride to 
Macomb. 

Paris High School athletic 
director Creighton Tarr made 
arrangements at a local ho-
tel before kickoff in case the 
weather did not cooperate. As 
is the case more times than not, 
the weatherman was correct. 

While fans were enjoy-
ing the National Anthem 
performed by the Macomb 
Marching Bomber band, flash-
es of lightning could be seen in 
the distance. 

Just seven plays into the 
game, play was halted. Ma-
comb ran four plays and were 
forced to punt. Paris ran three 
plays prior to postponement. 

The Tiger contingency 
packed up its gear and headed 
to the local Super 8 hotel, with 
play to resume at 9 a.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 28. 

Once play began, the Tigers 
had possession at the Macomb 
48-yard line. Quarterback Dan-
ny Perry began the games with 
a 41-yard scamper before most 
fans had a chance to settle into 
their seats. Two plays later, Coy 
Landrum crossed the goal line 
— nearly 14 hours after the 
original kickoff. Ethan Graham 
tacked on the extra point, and 
the Tigers held a 7-0 lead at the 
7:52 mark of the first quarter.

Macomb dominated the 
next five minutes of action, as 
they embarked on a 14-play, 
72-yard scoring drive to make 

the score 7-6. The extra point 
attempt by Max Swedeen 
bounced off the crossbar and 
the Tigers held a slim one-
point lead with 2:48 left in the 
first quarter.

Paris could not take advan-
tage of excellent field posi-
tion as Chase Hays covered 
up a short kickoff. The Tigers 
turned the ball over on downs 
at midfield. 

Macomb did exactly what 
they did on their previous pos-
session, as they mounted a 12-
play, 50-yard drive that resulted 
in another score. Once again 
the extra point was no good, 
and the Tigers trailed for the 
first time in the game by the 
score of 12-7. 

The good news — the 
Bombers left plenty of time on 
the clock for the Tigers to cut 
into the lead.

Garrett King fielded the en-
suing kickoff at his own 5-yard 
line and returned it 18-yards 
to the Paris 23 yeard line. The 
Tigers scored on one of their 
patented quick-strike drives as 
Perry completed a pass to King 
at the line of scrimmage on the 
first play. King wove his way be-
tween defenders and made his 
way into Macomb territory on 
a 30-yard pick up. 

Perry was sacked on the next 
play to bring up second-and-
long. On a busted pass-play, 
Perry made his way towards 
the home sideline and sprinted 
51-yards for the score. Graham 
split the uprights once again 
to give the Tigers a 14-12 lead 
with 5:23 left in the first half.

Special teams played a huge 
part in this game, but none 
were bigger than the kickoff 
following the go-ahead score 

by the Tigers. 
Garrett King angled his kick 

towards the Paris sideline and it 
appeared to be heading toward 
the end zone for a touchback. 
A Macomb player scooped 
the ball up at the one-yard line 
and was tackled at the five. The 
Bombers managed to advance 
the ball to their 28-yard line 
on three plays, but two huge 
sacks by Jude Sullivan and JT 
Johnson pushed them back to 
the 15 and they were forced to 
punt. 

Paris began the final drive of 
the half on their own 45-yard 
line. Perry started things off 
with a 23-yard scramble. The 
rest of the yardage was handled 
by Landrum. 

Four runs later, the senior 
tailback found paydirt from 
four yards out, giving the Ti-
gers a 21-12 lead. Graham 
once again split the uprights 
for the extra point. 

Macomb starting linebacker 
Jake Hyde was penalized af-
ter punching Nathan Zorn on 
the extra point attempt. While 
walking off the field, Hyde ap-
peared to say something to the 
umpire and was ejected from 
the game.

Paris had possession to start 
the second half but the Tigers 
were unable to get things going 
and were forced to punt. 

A poor punt gave the Bomb-
ers their best field position of 
the game at the Tiger 47-yard 
line. It appeared for all the 
world that Macomb was going 
to cut into the Tiger lead, but a 
fumble by Swedeen inside the 
five-yard line was scooped up 
by King and returned to the 26. 

The Tigers returned the fa-
vor three plays later as Perry 

was intercepted for the first 
time in his brief career as ther 
Parisd starting quarterback at 
the Tiger 22-yard line. 

Macomb did capitalize this 
time as McKenna Gabbei 
plowed into the end zone from 
three yards out to make it 21-
18 at the 1:10 mark of the third 
quarter.

Paris coughed up the ball 
for the second time in as many 
possessions and the Bombers 
took over at the Tiger 42-yard 
line on the first play of the 
fourth period. 

On the ninth play of the 
drive, the Tiger defense stiff-
ened at their own 12-yard line 
as VJ Lane’s pass fell incom-
plete. 

Paris took over on downs 
with 8:15 left in the game. In 
what can only be described as 
a game-winning drive as Coach 
Jeremy Clodfelder’s team 
chewed 6:07 off the clock on 
an 11-play drive. 

A heavy dose of Landrum — 
eight carries for 81 yards — was 
just what the Tigers  needed. 
His workhorse running back 
ran untouched from 27-yards 
out for the back-breaking score. 
Graham remained perfect on 
extra-point attempts and the 
Tigers led 28-18 with 2:08 left 
in the game. A last-gasp drive 
by the Bombers ended when 
King intercepted Lane to seal 
the win.

Both teams appeared to have 
the same goal of running the 
football as much as possible 
against their opponent.

The Tigers more than dou-
bled the rushing total of the 
Bombers to the tune of 331 
yards compared to 154 yard for 
the hosts. 

Landrum led the way with a 
career-high 22 carries for 178 
yards and three scores. Also 
topping the century mark was 
Perry with nine carries for 119 
yards and a touchdown. Mason 
Hutchings had a pair of carries 
for 16-yards, Zorn rushed once 
for 11 and Sam Mays added a 
pair of rushes for seven yards.

One of the benefits of a 
dominant rushing attack is the 
not depending on the passing 
game. Even though Clodfelder 
likes to explore the aerial at-
tack, he called just six passing 
plays in the entire game. Perry 
completed five of those six at-
tempts for 44 yards and one 

interception. King grabbed 
one pass for 30-yards. Hutch-
ings hauled in three passes for 
11 yards, and Landrum added 
one grab for three yards.

Paris allowed 184 yards 
through the air but took advan-
tage of a pair of turnovers by 
the Bombers.

Christian Colvin/Prairie Press file photo

Coy Landrum looks for running room in an earlier football game 
this year. Landrum picked up 178 yards rushing on Saturday, 
Sept. 28, as the Ttiger defeated Macomb 28-18 t go 4-1 on the 
season.

Lady Tigers pick up wins
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris girl’s tennis program 
used high-energy and discipline 
to push through three meets in 
four days this past week, ending 
it with a 2-1 mark to move to 8-4 
overall on the season. 

The 8-4 record marks the 
highest for the girl’s program 
under head coach Stefan Aydt, 
who is thrilled with the way the 
group has performed. 

“As seasons wind down, a lot of 
teams or athletes will lose energy, 
but this group continues to play 
at a high level with a lot of energy,” 
Aydt said. “They are playing very 
good competition and aren’t back-
ing down from the challenge.” 

Paris wrapped up a long 
week of competition with a 
match against Mattoon, end-
ing on a high note with a 5-4 
win. At No. 1 singles, Kaitlyn 
Mathews bested her opponent 
with a 6-1, 7-5 victory. Kendall 
Mathews fell at the No. 2 sin-
gles spot, dropping her game 
6-1, 6-3. At No. 3 singles, Chloe 
Waltz also stumbled, falling 
6-2, 6-1. Sarah Isaf helped to 
right the ship for Paris at No. 
4 singles, winning 0-6, 6-2 and 
10-7. Jenna Gates won her No. 
5 singles match 6-2, 6-1. Emma 
Campbell won at No. 6 singles 
as well with a 6-2, 6-3 decision. 

The Tigers struggled in dou-
bles, picking up just one win at 
No. 3 doubles with Chloe Noel 
and Gates winning 6-2, 6-3. 
Kaitlyn Mathews and Isaf fell at 
No. 1 doubles 6-3, 6-3. Kendall 
Mathews and Waltz dropped the 
No. 2 doubles match 7-5, 6-3. 

The win against Mattoon 
marked the eighth win of the 
season for the Tigers, effective-
ly clinching a winning season 
for the first time in over five 
years. The milestone marked 

one of the goals for the team 
heading into the year. 

“Having a winning season 
was one of our goals starting 
the season,” Aydt said. “The 
girls have done really well and 
they have earned their way to 
where they are.” 

On Tuesday, Paris took 
on Newton, bullying its way 
to a dominant 6-3 victory. 
The Tigers paced their way 
through singles play, as Kait-
lyn Mathews lost a 6-0, 6-1 
match at No. 1 singles. At No. 
2 singles, Kendall Mathews 
dropped her match in three 
sets at 5-7, 6-0 and 10-6. Chloe 
Waltz won at No. 3 singles 6-1, 
6-1. Sarah Isaf won 6-1, 6-1 at 
No. 4 singles. Jenna Gates won 
her match at No. 5 singles 6-4, 
6-0. Rounding out singles paly 
at the No. 6 spot was Emma 
Campbell with a 6-4, 6-1 win. 

Kaitlyn Mathews and Isaf 
secured the Paris victory with a 
hard-fought match at No. 1 dou-
bles 6-1, 7-5. Kendall Mathews 
and Waltz fell in a 6-3, 6-0 de-
cision at No. 2 doubles. Chloe 
Noel and Gates won their No. 3 
doubles match 6-4, 4-6 and 10-8. 

Paris opened the full week with 
Olney, one of the tougher oppo-
nents on the Tiger’s schedule. De-
spite a solid showing throughout 
the lineup, Paris fell short, drop-
ping the competition 5-4. At No. 
1 singles, Kaitlyn Mathews fell 
6-1, 6-1 to her opponent. Ken-
dall Mathews took up the No. 2 
singles spot, dropping her match 
6-1, 6-2. Chloe Waltz pushed her 
No. 3 singles match to the brink, 
losing 2-6, 7-5 and 10-8. Sarah 
Isaf picked up a solid win at No. 4 
singles, winning 4-6, 6-2 and 10-8. 
Jenna Gates was strong at No. 5 
singles as well with a 5-7, 6-2 and 
10-6 victory. Emma Campbell 
rounded out singles play at No. 6, 

with a 7-5, 6-0 win. 
In doubles play, Kaitlyn 

Mathews and Isaf dropped 
their No. 1 doubles match 
6-2, 6-0. Kendall Mathews 
and Waltz escaped their No. 2 
doubles match with a 6-2, 6-2 
win. With the deciding match 
at No.3 doubles, Chloe Noel 
and Gates fell 6-1, 6-4, ceding 
the 5-4 team victory to Olney. 
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NEW KITCHENS PUT PROGRAM AHEAD

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Shiloh High School’s revamped Family and Consumer Sciences classroom is equipped with new cabinetry, quality appliances 
and sturdy tables thanks to the 1 percent facilities tax and an $1,800 grant from the ECCF. Students and school organizations 
have already made use of the new cooking space.

Jeter Marvis-Hattley, a 
veteran Australian school 
teacher, was relatively 

obscure 
until 1973 
when he 
fired a 
loud shot 
from his 
mouth. 
News-
papers 
blared his 
remarks 
like a 
trumpet.

“I use the cane to protect 
weak, puny or not-so-bright 
children from bullies, 
thieves and rat-bags. The 
cane is necessary because 
principals are afraid to 
expel pupils.”  Just to make 
certain he wasn’t misun-
derstood, he added, “I like 
beating some pupils.”

The words were divisive. 
Many of the younger 
teachers opposed caning. 
Their objections were 
supported by an increasing 
percentage of the country’s 
young adult generation. 
This included the hippies, 
anti-war activists and many 
proponents who protest-
ed the death penalty for 
criminals.

Keep in mind this 
occurred in Australia where 
the education system is 
considerably different than 
in the U.S. One difference 
was caning. It compared to 
the use of the paddle in the 
U.S., a time-honored tradi-
tion of punishment.  As we 
older folks know, it meant 
application of a paddle to a 
pupil’s rear end.  

Caning was similar, 
except a pupil held out his 
open hands, fingernails 
down, and was smacked 
with a cane. Not a walking 
cane, understand, but the 
upper, or thin, end of a 
bamboo pole.

The news reporter who 
first fanned the flames by 
quoting the teacher, a wom-
an from the Sydney Daily 
Telegraph, labeled Mr. 
Marvis-Hattley as Super-
cane. Her first article gave 
readers the impression he 
was downright mean and 
nasty. However, her second 
article, published next day 
fairly presented his side of 
the story.

He explained his pun-
ishment had softened year 
by year. No longer did he 

Spare 
the 
rod?

See CODGER, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

Get ready for the new 
invasion from Asia – 
jumping worms a.k.a. cra-
zy worms, 
Alabama 
jumpers 
or snake 
worms. 

I recent-
ly read 
an article 
by Cindy 
Dampier 
in the 
Chicago 
Tribune 
explaining the problem. 
Apparently, once observed 
it is easy to understand 
why they are called jump-
ing worms because that is 
exactly what they do. They 
also thrash around a lot 
and can be quite a scary 
sight if one does not know 
what they are. Jumping 
worms are larger than 
earthworms and have a 
white band that encircles 
the body.

Jumping worms are all 
over the Chicago area and 
can be found in other parts 
of Illinois, so it is probably 
only a matter of time before 
they show up in our yards.

Because of glaciers, the 
Midwest has no native 
earthworms. Our beneficial 
earthworms came from 
Europe. They improve the 
soil by working vertically, 
making pore spaces, mixing 
the soil and leaving behind 
fertile castings, another 
word for excrement.

Unfortunately, instead 
of improving the soil, 
jumping worms deplete it 
of nutrients and structure 
resulting in soil that can’t 
hold moisture or plants. 
They are voracious eaters of 
organic matter, staying on 
top of the soil or just under 
the surface. According to 
Brad Herrick, a University 
of Wisconsin ecologist, 
landscapers are having to 
replenish mulch multiple 
times during the growing 
season because the worms 
eat it so fast.

Instead of leaving behind 
fertile castings like Euro-
pean earthworms, jumping 
worms leave behind loose 
granular soil that water 
runs right through. It is so 
porous plant roots can’t 
get anchored. And, there is 
the ick factor produced by 
masses of active worms we 
know are destructive.

The first frost kills the 

Another 
invasive 
species 
is found 

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER

See PHIPPS, Page 2B

Here’s one everyone can 
relate to. A young newlywed 
wife was trying on a dress and 
sent her husband a picture 
with the text, “Does this dress 
make me look fat?” The inex-
perienced husband knew he 
was facing the abyss, so as fast 
as his fingers could tap he sent 
an emphatic, “Mooooooo.” 
Needless to say that opened 
the door to a deep conversa-
tion.

We’ve all sent an embar-
rassing message. That example 
exemplifies how technology 
challenges us. In this case the 
keyboard layout has the letter 
M right next to the N. The text 
check will recognize “moo” as 
a word better than it accepting 
“nooo.” Proofreading failed 
because the young man typed 
a “M” but his brain saw a letter 
“N” substituting what it knew 
was intended. Sites like Damn 
You Autocorrect are full of text 
gone awry.

Autocorrect got its start 
with Microsoft in 1990. 
Microsoft was about to crush 
Wordperfect to dominate 
office applications with MS 
Word. The design team noted 
how often “teh” was keyed 
instead of “the.” Their aim 
was to make typing clean and 
have the interface stay out of 
the way. They built a glossary 
able to substitute words in the-
saurus fashion and realized it 

could be automated to replace 
common mistakes on the fly.

A common list of errors was 
created that was activated by 
using the spacebar as a signal 
to check on each word. It has 
become so ingrained no one 
even notices anymore. In the 
early days, it was a student 
favorite to make clever user 
additions. It was common for 
a kid to open the spellcheck 
dictionary and add the school 
name with an auto-replace-
ment of penitentiary to the 
disdain of many a teacher.

Many of our keying chal-
lenges are related to the key-
board layout. The placement 
of letters into three rows or 
seemingly random alpha keys 
dates to Christopher Sholes in 
1868. He invented the type-
writer and for years it worked 
with long arms flipping up to 
slap the ribbon onto the paper. 

If side-by-side keys went 
up too fast they stuck. Sholes 
solved this by making com-
mon letter combinations re-
quire awkward finger motions. 
The most used letters are the 
longest reaches and placed un-
der the weakest fingers. Most 
typing is done with the left 
hand, which is less responsive 
for most people. About 16 per-
cent of typing is done on the 
lower row, 52 percent on the 
top row and only 32 percent 
on the home row.

The result slowed typists 
and prevented jamming of the 
typewriter arms. When elec-

tric typewrit-
ers and the 
IBM Selectric 
Ball were in-
troduced, an 
attempt was 
made to re-
place the old 
QWERTY 
layout with 
more efficient 
key place-
ments but 

tradition is hard to kill. There 
are far more efficient layouts 
available for Smartphones, but 
almost everyone sticks with 
the classic pattern. That key 
layout promotes miskeying 
of text. 

An improved interface 
between man and machine 
has been a large part of the 
technology revolution. We 
use touch to interact with the 
world around us and that now 
includes most of our tech-
nology. The first responsive 
touch screen was introduced 
in 1965, but it was clunky and 
needed a stylus pointer to 
push it. Some may remember 
green-screen college and 
Plato IV in 1971 being the 
first use of touch computer 
systems in education with 
their plasma displays. 

The multi-touch screen 

overlay did not show up 
until 1984 when Bell Labs 
produced a screen able to 
respond to touch in more 
than one location at a time. 
These were crude by modern 
standards. Bell followed in 
1993 with a concept phone 
demonstration and Apple 
tried the Newton in 1994, but 
it was Palm that popularized 
the interface about 1998. Still, 
they were tied to a stylus used 
to push on the screen.

Touch screens can be resis-
tive, where they are sensitive 
to pressure, or they can be 
capacitive, which is more 
natural. Capacitive touch uses 
resistors under the glass that 
conduct electricity. Touch the 
glass with the skin of a finger, 
and it responds, but cover the 
hand with a cloth glove and it 
doesn’t. Only a conductive tip 
pointer will get it to respond, 
but they’re designed for slid-
ing the finger.

The Smartphone revolu-
tion started in 2007 when 
Apple introduced the iPhone. 
The basics were developed 
in 2003 while experimenting 
with touch-input for new 
Macintosh computers. At 
that time, Apple was making 
a fortune selling the iPod and 
iTunes music, but it was clear 
that market would be short 
lived. Reseachers tried a com-
bination phone/iPod using 

that wheel spinner to select 
contacts and dial but it was 
awkward and not intuitive.

Steve Jobs was extremely 
competitive and arrogant. His 
wife had a friend who worked 
at Microsoft who flaunted 
a stylus touch tablet being 
developed in Jobs’ face. The 
next week Jobs started project 
Purple at Apple. 

Purple was a deep-secret 
skunkworks project to de-
velop the iPhone. Engineers 
were developing a multitouch 
user interface based on inter-
actions with capacitive touch 
sensing screens. This was 
2005. The first breakthrough 
was to get the scrolling 
working and produce a clean 
intuitive interface. Jobs man-
dated it have no extra buttons 
or keys. Everything must be 
done on the touch glass. This 
included typing with a touch 
keyboard, which had to move 
out of the way instantly when 
not keying.

Apple engineers knew ac-
curate keying would be a chal-
lenge so a team was imme-
diately assigned to work on 
AutoCorrect for the phone. 
They didn’t know if typing on 
a small, touch-sensitive sheet 
of glass was technologically 
feasible when they started. 
Autocorrection was based 
on an analysis of the words 
we type most commonly, the 

frequency of words relative 
to others and the errors we’re 
most likely to make on a 
touchscreen keyboard. They 
had to develop predictive 
analysis to anticipate what 
the author intended to type 
based on context. Their sci-
ence project was remarkably 
successful and a key to the 
iPhone’s success. It is now 12 
years later and the artificial 
intelligence algorithms have 
improved but will never be 
perfect.

Autocorrect is both the sav-
ior and the nemesis of instant 
communications. For those of 
us who did not grow up in a 
texting-smartphone era, there 
is also the minefield of the 
text abbreviations. Teenage 
slang is by design obscure to 
older generations. 

We face the danger of mak-
ing assumptions, but some of 
us have to learn the hard way. 
When responding to a niece 
pouring her heart out about 
losing her boyfriend it doesn’t 
work to just reply “lol” assum-
ing it means “lots of love.”

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
The Prairie Press

A renovated classroom is making for 
happy students at Shiloh School.

Family and Consumer Sciences, pre-
viously known as home economics, is a 
subject close to teacher Carolyn McIn-
tyre’s heart. A semi-retired teacher at 
Shiloh School, McIntyre uses the cur-
riculum to teach kids about food and 
nutrition while providing opportunities 
to learn valuable cooking skills using the 
school’s own classroom kitchens. Until 
recently though, dated equipment made 
this harder than it should have been.

 “In 2019, the school turned 50 years 
old. The kitchen was a hodgepodge of 
cabinetry and appliances, some of which 
were also 50 years old,” explained McIn-
tyre. Thus, the Shiloh school board was 
inspired to pursue a renovation.

Shiloh School benefits from a 1 per-
cent sales tax in Douglas and Edgar 
counties, so replacing parts of the dated 
kitchen was possible, but the tax alone 
was not enough to both cover new appli-
ances and cabinetry. Expenses ran high-
er than updating a single kitchen, since 
the space needed multiple ovens, stove-
tops and sinks to accommodate groups 
of students. 

Fortunately, McIntyre knew just 
where to turn. The Edgar County Com-
munity Foundation (ECCF) and Shiloh 
have a history of cooperation – earlier 
this year, friends of the ECCF donated 
$500 to assist three student members of 
Family, Career and Community Lead-
ers of America (FCCLA) in attending 
a conference in Anaheim, California. 
The organization was more than happy 
to pitch in again, and McIntyre secured 
the rest of the money by writing a grant 
through the ECCF for $1,800. Renova-
tions progressed quickly after that and 
the new classroom was finished Aug. 1, 
to the delight of students and staff alike. 

The new classroom is divided into 

four kitchenettes with new ovens, stove-
tops, microwaves, sturdy tables and plen-
tiful cabinets. Cooking operations are 
supplied by two refrigerators. McIntyre 
is pleased to report the space now accom-
modates more students than before. 

The classroom is also brighter now 
making it easier for everyone to read 
recipes and see what they are doing. 
Her students helped her organize the 
cabinets more efficiently by arranging 
color-coded index cards inside the cab-
inet doors, telling young cooks where 
their supplies are and helping pots and 
pans return to their proper places when 
everything is done.

So far the school as a whole has en-
joyed its new, modern kitchens. The 
room was recently utilized by second 

and third graders for a farm-to-table 
project, and the National Honors So-
ciety and Junior Beta used it to prepare 
food for the annual Grandparents Break-
fast.

“And I think, without a doubt, every-
one is very proud of how this project 
turned out,” McIntyre says.

Her seventh grade class seems to 
agree. The smells of fresh popcorn and 
hot sugar permeated the air Tuesday, 
Oct. 1 as they worked in teams to whip 
up caramel corn from scratch. 

After getting a rundown of the reci-
pe from McIntyre, everyone divided up 
into three of the four kitchen stations. 
Step one was measuring popcorn ker-
nels and popping a whopping 16 cups 

We all have a story to tell of our love/hate relationship with technology

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

Shiloh School gets cookin’

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Carolyn McIntyre gives her seventh grade class a rundown of Tuesday’s caramel 
corn recipe. McIntyre is retired from the Heritage school district but teaches 
Family and Consumer Sciences (previously known as Home Economics) part-time 
at Shiloh.

See KITCHENS, Page 2B
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With Love 
fr�

Paris Community Theater
Presents

OCTOBER 19th
7:00P

Paris Center of Fine Arts 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
www.pcofa.net
Prospect Bank

Broadway
With Performances By:

Megan Carroll, Kristin Chittick, Melanie Clark,
Cole Huber, Erin Hutchison, Michelle Jacobs, 

Christian Landes, Jackie Landsaw, Tanner Laughlin,
 Eric Marlowe, Aaron Rhoads, Agnes Wright 

Directed By: Nancy Zeman 

$15

3x10.5
PCT
Love

Drinks, appetizers, vendors & speakers. 
Dr. Maria Horvat, OB/GYN   •   Marla Coffman, CPA   

Rita Rogers, blogger & entrepreneur 

Tickets can be purchased at Paris Community Hospital registration desk.  
For more information, call Christina Hoffman at 217-466-4294. 

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, October 12th
    

5 - 7 p.m.

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 10/09 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 10/10:
Pulled pork 

sandwich, baked 
beans, coleslaw 
or garden salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636
Always

Homemade!

Meatloaf,
twice-baked 

potato casserole
choice of salad

& roll

Fri 10/11:

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

 

Mostaccioli 
 

Monday, October 9th  
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

VFW in Paris 
Take-Outs Available 

Edgar County Democrat Boosters 

$6.00 adults * $3 children under 12 
Tickets Available at the Door 

 

Mostaccioli Dinner

Edgar County Democrat Boosters

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
4-H Building at 

Fairgrounds
Take-Outs Available

$6.00 adults • $3 children under 12
Tickets Available at the Door

Public is invited

Monday, October 14th 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A unique performance 
combining virtuoso key-
board skills, comedy and con-
tortion visits the Paris Center 
of Fine Arts stage Thursday, 
Oct. 10.

Accomplished and clas-
sically trained pianist Jason 
Lyle Black brings a unique 
approach to playing the pia-
no. He can play the keyboard 
backwards by facing away 
from the instrument with his 
arms stretched behind him. 
Another approach is laying on 
the floor with his arms over-
head and hands twisted in re-

‘Backwards piano man’ coming to PCOFA
verse.

Black said the idea to play 
backwards originated when he 
was a teenager and wanted to 
create a unique act for a talent 
show. 

“The most challenging part 
was the transitions – learning 
to go from sitting at the piano 
to being down on the ground 
and back up again,” said Black. 
“That’s what I spent a lot of 
time learning to do.”

A YouTube star, Black 
reaches more than 30 mil-
lion viewers in that medium. 
His record “Piano Preludes” 
reached the number one and 
two spots on the iTunes and 

Billboard charts.
While he takes music se-

riously and admits there are 
emotional pieces that make 
him cry, Black also knows mu-
sic is filled with joy and life and 
that is what he celebrates in his 
shows. He also gets the audi-
ence involved with the act.

Each show is different in its 
spontaneity but some of the 
things audience members are 
likely to encounter are:
A powerful version of an 

instrumental solo from “The 
Phantom of the Opera.”
A segment called “The 

Wedding Pianist” where the 
music is the punch line to the 

storytelling.
“Songs Not to Play at Fu-

nerals” is a true story about 
what concert pianists do when 
the audience is not paying at-
tention.
Playing “Rhapsody in 

Blue” to showcase Black’s 
playing skills.
“Song on the Spot” gets 

the audience involved by sug-
gesting random notes and 
styles that Black then uses to 
improvise compositions.

Tickets for “The Backwards 
Piano Man” are available on-
line at pcofa.net or at the door 
the evening of the perfor-
mance.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Members of the Paris High 
School Class of 1959 celebrat-
ed their 60th reunion Sept. 14 
at Ingrum’s Barn. 

The class had 151 gradu-
ating members in 1959, and 

40 classmates, from 13 states, 
came back for the reunion. 
The states represented were: 
California, Texas, Michigan, 
South Carolina, North Caro-
lina, Alabama, Ohio, Kansas, 
Pennsylvania, Florida, Arizo-
na, Indiana and Illinois.

A memory table and list of 
honor was set up for the 80 
known deceased members of 
the class.

Co-chair classmates Rose-
ann Moss and Kay Ray deliv-
ered a welcome to the class 
members and Rhett Smitley 

offered a greeting prayer and 
blessing.

The group enjoyed an eve-
ning meal, dancing, 1959 
trivia, and had fun visiting 
and reliving their memories. 
A brunch followed on Sunday 
before everyone departed. 

Paris High School Class of 1959 holds reunion

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris High School class of 1959 held its 60th reunion Sept. 14. Seated, left to right, Kay Ray, Diana Wells, Delores Warmouth, 
Wayne Forsythe, Richard Mattingly, Ann Brand, Kathi Bondurant, Karen Newhart, James Griffin, Ronald Stickler, Daniel Ashby, Nila 
Denson and Thelma Clark. Middle row, left to right, Nancy Keltz, Connie Gard, Sharon Griffin, Sam Dugger, Sue Ann Mitchell, Jane 
Bittner, Richard Mattingly, Loretta Smitley, Sharon Murphy, Dale Cochran, Charlene Cochran and Darryl Cochran. Back row, left to 
right, Larry Findley, Homer “Fuzzy” McDaniel, Roseann Moss, Jerry Brand, Jim Scott, Dudley Hale, Connie Umberger, Larry Stephens, 
Gordon Boling, Harold Erwin, Paula Ferguson, Donna Greenlee, Jack Wilson and Rosemarie Campbell.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Heaven Sims, right, carefully drizzles her group’s homemade 
caramel over fresh popcorn while classmate August St. Clair 
looks on.

worth of corn per group, fol-
lowed by melting sugar, corn 
syrup and butter on the stove-
top to make a homemade car-
amel drizzle. The room was full 
of chatter and the occasional 
crunch of stolen popcorn, but 

KITCHENS
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all the students took their work 
seriously, stirring pots, preheat-
ing their ovens and greasing 
cookie sheets. Once their car-
amels began bubbling up the 
sides of the pots, it was ready 
to pour over the popcorn, and 
the whole sticky mixture went 
straight into the ovens.

According to McIntyre, this 
was the first time the kids were 
using the ovens and stovetops 
in tandem, and she hopes to 
help them work their way up to 
baking cookies before the year 
is done.

The importance of Family 
and Consumer Sciences goes 
beyond baking seasonal treats 
during class time. Its focus on 
nutrition and food preparation 
has a palpable impact on kids, 
and what they learn often fol-
lows them home. McIntyre’s 
students have told her their 
budding culinary confidence 
inspired them to help with 

worms, but the egg cases 
survive the winter. The egg 
cases are hard to spot be-
cause they look like crumbs 
of soil. Multiple generations 
are produced in one summer, 
peaking in August and Sep-
tember.

It is thought they move 
to new areas as eggs in soil, 
mulch and compost. Mulch 
is not only food for the 
jumping worms, but also 
responsible for spreading the 

eggs. One preventative the-
ory is to check mulch before 
spreading it in the landscape. 
Put some in a bucket and 
leave it outside for a couple 
of weeks. If no worms are 
present and no eggs have 
hatched, it is probably safe 
to use.

Currently, there is no 
control. Herrick suggests zip-
ping them into a plastic bag, 
leaving it out in the sun until 
they die, then disposing of 
them in the trash. The sooner 
one does this after spotting 
them, the less time they will 

have to leave behind egg cas-
es which are hard to see, and 
the less damage they will do 
to soil and organic matter.

Courage, gardeners, it is a 
tough world out there. 

For questions, call the 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion Master Gardeners of 
Edgar County at 217-465-
8585. 

(Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of the 
University of Illinois Extension 
Master Gardeners of Edgar 
County. Email her at jan-
phipps@gmail.com.)

PHIPPS
FROM PAGE 1B

food preparation at home, and 
when they eat out, they look at 
fast food menus with an eye for 

nutritional value.
“It gives them a lot of life 

skills,” McIntyre said.
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CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.prairiepress.net

The U.S. government has 
long made protecting whis-
tleblowers a priority. In fact, 
just seven months after the 
signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, the Conti-
nental Congress passed what 
Allison Stanger, author of 
“Whistleblowers: Honesty in 
America from Washington to 
Trump,” called the world’s first 
whistleblower protection law.

The whistleblowers who 
sought protection were 10 
American sailors and Marines 
who had reported improper 
behavior by the Continental 
Navy’s most powerful man.

Having already answered the 
call of the new nation to take 
up arms against Great Britain, 
the officers gathered below 

the deck of the USS Warren 
Feb. 19, 1777, to sign a petition 
to the Continental Congress 
documenting abuses by their 
commander, Commodore 
Esek Hopkins. Lacking any 
legal protections for speaking 
out, the men understood they 
could be branded as traitors for 
denouncing the highest-rank-
ing American naval officer in 
the midst of war.

The brother of Stephen 
Hopkins, a former Rhode Is-
land governor and signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, 
Esek Hopkins was appoint-
ed as the first commander in 
chief of the Continental Navy 
in December 1775. Although 
his brother was a member of 
the Continental Congress, 
Hopkins held the body in low 
regard and repeatedly defied its 

orders and blamed others for 
his failings.

“He has been guilty of such 
crimes as render him quite un-
fit for the public department 
he now occupies,” wrote the 10 
petitioners, who worried that 
sailors would quit in service 
of their country if Hopkins 
remained in power. In addi-
tion to the petition, sailors de-
tailed the commodore’s quick 
temper, misconduct and poor 
character in signed personal 
affidavits.

“I know him to be a man of 
no principles, and quite unfit 
for the important trust reposed 
in him,” wrote James Sellers, 
who accused Hopkins of curs-
ing the marine committee of 
the Continental Congress as, 
“a pack of damned fools,” and 
treating, “prisoners in a very 

unbecoming barbarous man-
ner,” in violation of orders that 
British captives be, “well and 
humanely treated.” Chaplain 
John Reed echoed the com-
plaints of inhuman treatment 
of prisoners and added that 
Hopkins was, “remarkably ad-
dicted to profane swearing,” 
and set, “a most irreligious and 
impious example.”

Driven by what he called a 
zeal for the American cause, 
Captain John Grannis aban-
doned his post on the Warren 
as it sat anchored near Prov-
idence, R.I., to personally 
deliver the petition to the 
Continental Congress in Phil-
adelphia. The Marine painted 
a devastating portrait of Hop-
kins in his testimony to the 
Continental Congress.

“His conversation is at 

times so wild and orders so 
unsteady that I have some-
times thought he was not in 
his senses,” Grannis asserted.

Hopkins was immediately 
suspended and on Jan. 2, 1778, 
relieved of his command. The 
disgraced commodore lashed 
out by filing a criminal libel 
suit in Rhode Island against 
the 10 petitioners, and two 
Rhode Island residents, Rich-
ard Marven and Samuel Shaw, 
were arrested and jailed.

The pair appealed to the 
Continental Congress for 
help, writing they were, “ar-
rested for doing what they 
then believed and still believe 
was nothing but their duty.” 
The Continental Congress 
responded by passing a law to 
protect the men — and future 

History of whistleblowers
U.S. whistleblowers first got government protection in 1777; laws upgraded inCivil War

It seems everyone has 
their own story if we will 
only stop long enough to 
listen. 

It may 
be some-
one who 
has accom-
plished a 
remarkable 
feat or 
someone 
who has 
lived a long 
time. Some 
stories are 
unusual and some seem to 
be a rather common occur-
rence, but with unexpected 
results. 

While seeking informa-
tion about some historic 
event, I run into people 
who like giving me an 
account of something that 
is important to them and 
they want share it with oth-
ers. I have been fortunate 
in coming up with useful 
information that I wonder 
about until I start digging 
around. 

Sometimes a story just 
seems to fall in my lap. It 
may be something silly that 
happens to Rosie and me 
that I find amusing and a 
little informative about our 
everyday life.

Another way that 
propagates a story is 
remembering something 
noteworthy from our past 
that I can doctor up a bit 
and make it seem like it 
really happened. I think 
the same thing happens to 
the folks that I write a story 
about or something they 
think would be interesting 
to other folks of Paris and 
Edgar County. 

I don’t embellish the sto-
ries others relate to me be-
cause I like for them to tell 
me what they remember 
or can show me and accept 
that as true. What would 
this old world amount to 
without any fun put into it 
or without a person to tell a 
story in their own peculiar 
way.?

I am not trying to insult 
any helpers or originators 
of stories, but it is very 
interesting to hear it from 
their viewpoint. Some-
times it just seems to come 
out without my asking 
about an old adventure the 
person has experienced 

Everyone 
has a story

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
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In 1215, a band of re-
bellious medieval barons 
forced King John of En-
gland to agree to a laundry 
list of concessions later 
called the Great Charter, 
or in Latin, Magna Carta. 
Centuries later, America’s 
Founding Fathers took 
great inspiration from 
this medieval pact as they 
forged the nation’s found-
ing documents—including 
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights.

For 18th-century politi-
cal thinkers like Benjamin 
Franklin and Thomas Jef-
ferson, Magna Carta was 
a potent symbol of liberty 
and the natural rights of 
man against an oppressive 
or unjust government. The 
Founding Fathers’ rever-
ence for Magna Carta had 
less to do with the actu-
al text of the document, 
which is mired in medieval 
law and outdated customs, 
than what it represented — 
an ancient pact safeguard-
ing individual liberty. 

“For early Americans, 
Magna Carta and the Dec-
laration of Independence 
were verbal representations 
of what liberty was and 
what government should 
be — protecting people 
rather than oppressing 
them,” said John Kaminski, 
director of the Center for 
the Study of the American 
Constitution at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison. 
“Much in the same way that 
for the past 100 years the 
Statue of Liberty has been 
a visual representation of 
freedom, liberty, prosperity 
and welcoming.” 

When the First Con-
tinental Congress met in 
1774 to draft a Declaration 
of Rights and Grievances 
against King George III, 
they asserted the rights of 
the English colonists to life, 
liberty and property were 
guaranteed by the princi-
ples of the English consti-
tution, a.k.a. Magna Carta. 

On the title page of the 
1774 “Journal of The Pro-
ceedings of The Continen-
tal Congress” is an image of 
12 arms grasping a column 
on whose base is written 
“Magna Carta.”

Of the 60-plus clauses 
contained in Magna Carta, 
only a handful are relevant 
to the 18th-century Amer-
ican experience. Those 
include passages that guar-
antee the right to a trial by 
a jury, protection against 
excessive fines and pun-
ishments, safeguarding of 
individual liberty and prop-
erty, and, perhaps most im-
portantly, the forbidding of 
taxation without represen-
tation. 

The two most-cited 
clauses of Magna Carta for 
defenders of liberty and the 
rule of law are 39 and 40:

“No free man shall be 
seized or imprisoned, or 
stripped of his rights or 
possessions, or outlawed 
or exiled, or deprived of his 
standing in any other way, 
nor will we proceed with 
force against him, or send 
others to do so, except by 
the lawful judgment of his 
equals or by the law of the 
land.

“To no one will we sell, 

Magna Carta 
influenced 
the U.S. 
Constitution

See CARTA, Page 4B

HARDWORKING FAMILY HEIRLOOM ALMOST RESTORED

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

Jim Hoult and the 1940 John Deere B he completely overhauled and is waiting for a new paint job to complete the resto-
ration. After painting, the tractor goes to Plymouth, Minn., where Hoult’s grandson, Andrew, lives and is the fifth generation 
of Hoults to own the tractor. The name placard shows the Hoult family members who have run it starting with great-grandpa 
Fred Hoult, who bought it new, and then down to Andrew.

BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@ outlook.com 

CHRISMAN – It is unusual for a 
piece of farm equipment to last on one 
farm for five generations. 

A 1940 John Deere Model B row crop 
tractor was purchased from H. E. Bol-
lar, a John Deere dealer in Chrisman, 
by Fred Hoult. He and his son, Robert 
J. Hoult, operated the tractor for many 
years before Robert Hoult’s son, Jim, 
got a taste of running the two-cylin-
der machine. It was small enough to be 
handy pulling a small plow or drag type 
disc, but mostly used as a planter tractor, 
mowing hay, hauling wagons or running 
a corn hiker. 

When the B’s bigger brothers were 
added to the farm, it was a little more 
efficient and handier than using a bigger 
tractor to do small jobs. Jim Hoult’s son, 
Jason, operated it when he came along 
a few years later even if he didn’t work 
full-time on the farm. This year Jason’s 
six-year-old son, Andrew has driven the 
tractor on the farm.

The story of the tractor from being 
brought home to the Hoult farm until it 
will eventually be owned by Andrew at 
his home in Plymouth, Minn., is inter-
esting and almost didn’t happen. 

Hoult’s tractor largely parallels the 
history of the John Deere agency in 
Chrisman. The Chrisman dealership 
was started in 1936 By D. W. Tucker 
and Forest Adams. It originally was in 
what became the Chevy Garage until it 
was moved to the building where Rad-
ke John Deere was for several years. It 
included owner-managers A. T. Ellison, 
Max Newlin, Keg Robison and then 
Coffey and Radke before Dennis Radke 
finally closed the business. It appears the 
tractor of the Hoult family had a longer 

life than the agency.
Jim Hoult was the person who kept the 

tractor in running operation and saw a 
legacy preserved. Hoult did not just farm, 
he also worked at other jobs including the 
E. I. Lilly plant, which he retired from af-
ter 34 years. He was always interested in 
the sound and workings of John Deere’s 
unique two-cylinder tractors. 

Before he started with the project 
of getting the tractor in good working 
condition for his grandson, he worked 
on many two-cylinder repairs for other 
farmers and himself. He claims he is not 
a restorer of old tractors as much as he 
concentrates on making old machinery 
useful again. 

When Hoult buys a new project, he 

gets it fixed up and uses it himself until 
someone sees the value and buys it from 
him. 

This John Deere B that he loves so 
well was actually sold when he didn’t 
have complete control of it. Hoult want-
ed the tractor back and finally tracked 
down its new owner, even though it took 
a few years. 

It returned to the family farm and the 
former role of doing odd jobs, but for 
some reason it was put in an old building 
and almost forgotten. Hoult made sure 
the engine on the tractor still turned over 
by putting five gallons of hydraulic oil in 
the crankcase. 

Finally in the winter of 2017, he 

Tractor serves five generations

Special to The Prairie Press

Six-year-old Andrew Hoult drives a 1940 John Deere B, making the fifth generation 
of Hoults to operate the tractor. He is accompanied by his father, Jason Hoult, who 
is holding his hands up to show that Andrew actually is driving it.

See TRACTOR, Page 4B

See PROTECTED, Page 4B
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*See dealer for detail. Document fees & taxes not included. See dealer for full financing exclusions and details. 

PTZ Series

PT200 Series

PT400 Series

SALE ENDS OCTOBER 14, 2019

END OF SUMMER SALE

Plus Tax
$5,399

or
$112/month

Plus Tax
$8,999

or
$187/month

Plus Tax
$10,999

or
$229/month

(217) 269-2412
22057 IL HWY 1

www.chrismanfc.com

• 52” or 60” cutting width 
• 26.5 hp, 764 V-Twin engines 
• 8 mph forward/4 mph reverse 
• Heavy-duty 10-gauge fabricated deck 
• Suspension seat optional 
• 4-year limited Commercial Warranty* 
• 4-year limited warranty on engine* 

• 52” – 72” cutting widths 
• 27 hp Kawasaki V-Twin Engine 
• 13 mph forward/6 mph reverse 
• Heavy-duty 7-gauge fabricated deck 
• Limited lifetime warranty - deck shell & frame* 
• Suspension seat standard
• 3-year commercial Kawasaki engine warranty*  
• 5-year limited commercial warranty on unit* 

• 52”-72” cutting widths 
• 35 hp Kawasaki FX1000 V-Twin Engine or 33 hp
   Yamaha MX850EFI V-Twin Engine 
• 13 mph forward/6 mph reverse 
• Heavy-duty 7-gauge fabricated deck 
• Limited lifetime warranty on deck shell and frame*
• Industry leading Air Ride seat standard with rubber
  isolators for complete comfort 
• Dial-Height-of-cut Selection with 19 cutting positions in .25” increments 
• 3-year commercial Kawasaki and Yamaha engine warranty* 
• 5-year limited commercial warranty on unit* 

AUCTION
Antiques, Collectibles, 

Automotive, Household etc.  
Wednesday, October 9th, 2019

10:00AM Chrisman, Illinois
 at the Southeast corner of the 
Highway 1 and 36 intersection

Old lard press, pump organ, chemistry class scale encased in 
glass, hardware store scale, large armoire, antique dressers, 

tables, chairs, desks, trunks, mid-Century furniture,
 possum-belly kitchen cupboard, other kitchen cupboards, 
artwork, quilts, stoneware, sad irons, glassware, reference 
books, lamps, rugs, mirrors, headboards/foot boards, old
manual typewriter, blue painted chimney cupboard, china 

cabinet, cookie jars, McCoy pottery, vintage bicycles, 
automotive manuals and old 4WD new stock parts, cash 

registers, cb radios, vintage puzzles, film splicer, upholstered 
chairs, patio furniture, decorative items, Longaberger table 

set, trucker caps and much more not listed!

More photos available at www.tuckerwood.com

AUCTION

Tucker Wood Auctions
217-822-2386

IL License 441.001382

October 8 at 1:30 p.m.

Tree Compartmentalization

Live webinar at Extension Office

210 W. Washington Street, Paris

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal
opportunities in programs and employment.  If you need a reasonable

accommodation to attend, call 217-465-8585. Early requests are
encouraged to allow sufficient time for meeting your access needs.

FREE 
NO REGISTRATION

REQUIRED

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

$4.59/lb

Chuck Roast Bahr 
Noodles

Large Bag  $6.95
Small bag $2.33

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Looking 
for Lincoln group, in associ-
ation with the state Looking 
for Lincoln is hosting a special 
evening of history and music 7 
p.m. Oct. 11 at Prospect Bank. 
Attendance is free.

“Lincoln, the Great Com-
municator” is a joint effort 
between Abraham Lincoln 
impersonator George Buss and 
Illinois folk musician and folk-
lorist Chris Vallillo.

This theatrical style perfor-
mance is presented as a casual 

conversation between Lincoln 
and Vallillo discussing how 
Lincoln used his skills as a 
communicator for the better-
ment of mankind. Vallillo per-
forms period music to illustrate 
Lincoln’s points and Buss will 
quote passages from Lincoln’s 
speeches.

According to organizers, 
Lincoln lived when the power 
of mass communication was 
just beginning. Traditional 
means of mass communica-
tion like books and popular 
music were augmented by de-
velopments within the indus-

trial revolution such as steam 
powered printing presses, the 
telegraph, photography and 
improved transportation sys-
tems featuring steamboats and 
trains.

Looking for Lincoln is the 
organization responsible for 
coordinating activities within 
the Abraham Lincoln National 
Heritage Area. Congress creat-
ed the national heritage area in 
2008 that includes 42 counties 
in central Illinois that shaped 
Lincoln’s life and work during 
his 30-year residency in Illinois 
before being elected president.

Lincoln was familiar with 
Paris and Edgar County. He 
was here at least twice a year 
between 1845 and 1853 as a 
visiting attorney traveling with 
the Eighth Judicial Circuit and 
participating in local legal cas-
es. 

Author Guy Fraker’s book 
“Lincoln and Eighth Judicial 
Circuit” argues the connec-
tions Lincoln made in Edgar 
County with nearby Indiana 
politicians was critical for 
helping him achieve the 1860 
Republican Party presidential 
nomination. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – Marshall 
Public Library is one of 50 li-
braries selected to host “Amer-
icans and the Holocaust,” a 
traveling exhibition from the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum that examines the mo-
tives, pressures and fears that 
shaped Americans’ responses 
to Nazism, war and genocide 
in Europe during the 1930s 
and 1940s.

 The touring library exhibi-
tion — based on the special 
exhibition of the same name 

at the Museum in Washington, 
D.C. — travels to U.S. libraries 
from 2020 to 2022. The ex-
hibit will be in Marshall Feb. 
24-April 7, along with a series 
of related special events.

Based on extensive new re-
search of that period, “Amer-
icans and the Holocaust” ad-
dresses important themes in 
American history and explores 
the many factors such as the 
Great Depression, isolation-
ism, xenophobia, racism and 
antisemitism that influenced 
decisions made by the U.S. 
government, the news media, 

organizations and individuals 
as they responded to Nazism. 
This exhibition challenges the 
commonly held assumptions 
that Americans knew little and 
did nothing about the Nazi per-
secution and murder of Jews as 
the Holocaust unfolded. 

Drawing on a remarkable 
collection of primary sources 
from the 1930s and ’40s, the 
exhibition focuses on the sto-
ries of individuals and groups 
of Americans who took ac-
tion in response to Nazism. 
It will challenge visitors to 
consider the responsibilities 

and obstacles faced by indi-
viduals — from President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt to 
ordinary Americans — who 
made difficult choices, sought 
to effect change and, in a few 
cases, took significant risks to 
help victims of Nazism even 
though rescue never became a 
government priority. 

Additional information 
about “Americans and the 
Holocaust” and related pro-
gramming will be available 
on the library’s website, www.
marshallillibrary.com, closer 
to the tour date.  

Holocaust exhibit coming to Marshall library

‘Lincoln, the Great Communicator’ coming to Paris
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to no one deny or delay right or 
justice.”

The Founding Fathers cred-
ited the 39th clause as the 
origin of the idea that no gov-
ernment can unjustly deprive 
any individual of life, liberty 
or property and that no legal 
action can be taken against 
any person without the lawful 
judgment of his equals, what 
later become the right to a trial 
by a jury of one’s peers. 

The last phrase of clause 39, 
“by the law of the land,” set 
the standard for what is now 
known as due process of law.

There are some clear echoes 
of Magna Carta in the body 
of the Constitution itself. Ar-
ticle III, Section 2 guarantees 
a jury trial in all criminal trials 
(except impeachment). And 
Article 1, Section 9 forbids the 
suspension of habeas corpus, 
which essentially means that 
no one can be held or impris-
oned without legal cause. 

But Magna Carta’s legacy is 

reflected most clearly in the Bill 
of Rights, the first 10 amend-
ments to the Constitution rat-
ified by the states in 1791. In 
particular, amendments five 
through seven set ground rules 
for a speedy and fair jury trial, 
and the Eighth Amendment 
prohibits excessive bail and 
fines. That last prohibition can 
be traced directly back to the 
20th clause of Magna Carta:

“For a trivial offence, a free 
man shall be fined only in pro-
portion to the degree of his of-
fence, and for a serious offence 
correspondingly, but not so 
heavily as to deprive him of his 
livelihood.”

But perhaps the greatest 
influence of Magna Carta on 
the Founding Fathers was their 
collective understanding that 
in they were attempting to cre-
ate a Magna Carta for a new 
era. 

“They knew exactly what 
they were doing,” said Ka-
minski. “They didn’t know if 
it would succeed or if it would 
last for centuries, but they were 
doing the best they could.”  

whistleblowers.
“It is the duty of all persons in 

the service of the United States, 
as well as all other inhabitants 
thereof, to give the earliest in-
formation to Congress or any 
other proper authority of any 
misconduct, frauds or misde-
meanors committed by any 
officers or persons in the ser-
vice of these states, which may 
come to their knowledge,” read 
the resolution approved on July 
30, 1778.

Although cash-strapped, the 
Continental Congress further 
supported Marven and Shaw 
by agreeing to defray the costs 
of their defense, in order to 
ensure they had adequate legal 
representation. The Founding 
Fathers also aided the defen-
dants by authorizing the full 
and public release of records 
relating to the removal of Hop-
kins. Marven and Shaw pre-
vailed in court, and the Con-
tinental Congress paid their 
$1,418 legal bill.

The American government 
further empowered whis-
tleblowers, a term that became 
part of the popular lexicon in 
the 1970s during Watergate, 
in the midst of the Civil War. 
Unscrupulous contractors de-
frauded the Union Army by 
selling it shoddy goods such as 

PROTECTED
FROM PAGE 3B

uniforms that disintegrated 
in the rain, artillery shells 
with gunpowder laced with 
sawdust and rotted ships 
coated with fresh paint.

Lacking money to hire 
an army of inspectors, the 
federal government instead 
authorized the public to act 
as whistleblowers with the 
passage of the False Claims 
Act of 1863, also known 
as the “Lincoln Law.” The 
law allowed private citizens 
to bring lawsuits on behalf 
of the federal government 
against companies and in-
dividuals suspected of de-
frauding the government. 
If a court ruled against the 
contractor, the whistleblow-
er was entitled to half of the 
damages won by the govern-
ment.

One of the most recent 
federal laws established to 
protect those who call out 
perceived corruption is the 
Whistleblower Protection 
Act of 1989. The law was 
enacted to protect federal 
employees who disclose 
government waste, fraud or 
an abuse of power from re-
taliation. The Whistleblower 
Protection Enhancement 
Act of 2012 (WPEA) ex-
tended protection to federal 
employees in the intelli-
gence community and oth-
ers with security clearance. 

and sometimes it is my 
ineptitude of asking the wrong 
question at the wrong time 
and then we have to start all 
over again. 

It seems most people like to 
share an especially significant 
event or a real disastrous one. 
I depend on them to give me 
enough facts so their stories 
are believable. I have to be 
careful about that because 
sometimes they cover me up 
with lots of information in 
print and lots of pictures, and 
I have to decide how much 
to use. 

Usually, I like more infor-
mation and I even do research 
myself that reaches out to 
places where I don’t need to 
go because the story doesn’t 
need to be that complicated. 
That is not all bad because the 
offshoots for a story may give 
me a lead to another one. 

Generally, I find the people 
of Edgar County have a lot of 
good things that need to be 
said, and I appreciate all the 
help I can get. I find a lot of 
history this county really likes, 
and I also hear some of the 
dislikes. Many times there is 
a life lesson or an important 
virtue in a story. 

I like hearing about the old 
one-room schools, but I still 
am interested in what happens 
in the schools of today. There 

are a lot of good stories in both 
the past and what is happening 
right now. 

Of course, a lot of farmers 
ask me questions such as, 
“What ever happened to all 
the old machinery dealers in 
Edgar County?” I have tried to 
write that story. 

Sometimes I hear questions 
about the little settlements 
strung around our county. 
That led to stories about all the 
places along the roadsides that 
are no more. The old buildings 
that stood along the roads that 
led into Paris makes a story if I 
can find someone who knows 
about them. 

The old Beacon-News items 
have led to many adventures in 
my writing. If depending only 
on word of mouth, it wouldn’t 
be as accurate and that’s the 
reason someone eventually 
has to put something down on 
paper.

I still like best to hear the 
stories told first person so I can 
get them to the paper second 
person. Then readers can tell 
it to others third person and it 
goes on and on. A story told 
right is what we can remem-
ber, even if it is only for a 
while. 

Do any readers have a story 
they would like to share? 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@outlook.
com.) 
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started the project of bringing 
the old two-lunger girl back 
to a useful life. He was slowed 
down a bit when he had eye 
problems, but he doggedly 
kept working using his knowl-
edge and mechanical ability 
to complete the job except for 
painting. Because of his eye 
problems he cannot paint us-
ing a professional spray outfit, 
but the tractor is ready and 
waiting. 

His grandson has already 

driven the almost completed 
project and is looking forward 
to taking the tractor home as 
soon as the final step of put-
ting color on the old girl is 
finished. This is now a family 
tradition for the Hoult fam-
ily, and it is fitting the putt 
putts will continue until who 
knows when. 

Although the tractor will 
not be on the Hoult farm near 
Chrisman any more, five gen-
erations of this family have 
actually operated the old fa-
miliar 1940 John Deere B at 
its farm home. 
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Evangelist Franklin Graham issued 
a dire warning about the fate of the 
United States, should the presidential 
impeachment inquiry started by the 
U.S. House lead to President Donald 
Trump’s ouster.

“Our country could begin to un-
ravel if an elected president is thrown 
out of office because of lies and the 
media,” said Graham, president and 
CEO of the Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, in an interview on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, with Religion 
News Service. “It could be a devas-
tating thing. We’re in very dangerous 
territory. I would encourage all the 
politicians to look very carefully at 
where we are and first of all make sure 
that truth is told.”

Graham, a staunch Trump sup-
porter, said the impeachment inquiry 
about Trump’s interactions with the 
leader of Ukraine was a political move 
by a party refusing to accept Trump’s 
election victory three years ago.

Graham spoke during a stop on 
his eight-city Decision America Tour 
through his home state of North Car-
olina, which he described as an effort 
to ask people to commit their lives to 
Jesus and to pray for the country. On 
Tuesday, he preached to an estimated 
9,200 people in Fayetteville, N.C. On 
Sunday, he will speak at an amphithe-
ater in Raleigh, the state capital. He 
concludes the tour on Oct. 13 with a 
rally in Asheville.

The 67-year-old evangelist, a son 
of the late Billy Graham, has been 
planning the tour since last year — a 
follow-up to the 50-state tour he took 
during the 2016 presidential election 
year.

But news of the Democratic 
House’s impeachment inquiry has 
given the tour a new urgency.

Graham’s defense of the president 
echoed that of fellow evangelical 
Robert Jeffress, pastor of First Baptist 
Church Dallas, who has warned of a 
potential civil war if the House votes 
on impeachment and who has ac-

cused Democrats of worshipping the 
pagan god Moloch.

Sounding the alarm about a nation 
in peril is a tried-and-true evangelical 
strategy, said John Fea, professor of 
American history at Messiah College 
in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.

“I’ve argued this has been a typical 
part of evangelical political engage-
ment for centuries — fear monger-
ing,” said Fea. “You can’t make an 
argument to support what the pres-
ident did on his phone call with the 
Ukrainian president. So what do you 
do? You play the traditional game of 
instilling fear in the electorate so they 
will see us falling off the cliff as a na-
tion and this apocalyptic language 
will convince them they have to vote 
for Trump again in 2020.”

The House’s inquiry will look at 
allegations that Trump abused his 
power by pressuring Ukraine to in-
vestigate one of his political rivals, 
Joe Biden, and Biden’s son Hunter, 
who served on the board of a major 
Ukrainian natural gas producer.

Asked about the substance of the 
inquiry, Graham suggested it was po-
litical theater.

“This is nothing about nothing,” 
Graham said. “It’s just a huge distrac-
tion. The Democratic Party has re-
fused to accept that (Trump) won the 
election. All the media and the polls 
showed he was going to lose and he 
won. He should be treated fairly and 
he hasn’t been.”

Asked again about the specifics 
of the case, he said, “I’m concerned 
about Joe Biden’s son, who’s known to 
be using cocaine.”

Then Graham added: “For him to 
be using his father, while his father was 
vice president of the United States, to 
gain monetary value for himself, that 
should be looked into. That concerns 
me far more than having the president 
of the Ukraine look into the allega-
tions into Joe Biden’s son.”

In a New Yorker article in July, 
Hunter Biden, a lawyer and a lobby-
ist, said he had struggled with alcohol 
and drug addiction.

Graham’s outspoken support for 
Trump has been constant. Back in 
2016, he said Trump’s victory was 
providential. In his words, “God 
showed up.”

Earlier this summer, prior to special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s congressio-
nal testimony on his 22-month-long 
investigation into Russian interfer-
ence in the 2016 election, Graham 
posted to Facebook a call for a special 
day of prayer for the president.

“I’m just burdened for him and his 
family that God would somehow pro-
tect him and get him through this,” 
Graham said on May 31.

Just this past week, Graham said 
he was invited to a state dinner at the 
White House in honor of Australian 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison. Gra-
ham also accompanied Trump during 
his remarks at the United Nations Na-
tional Assembly on Sept. 24.

In some ways, Graham’s support 
for Trump harks back to his famous 
father, Billy, who counseled a dozen 

Graham talks impeachment
Franklin Graham fears America ‘could begin to unravel’ if Trump ousted, calls the inquiry ‘political theatre’

See GRAHAM, Page 6B

Special to The Prairie Press

Member of InterVarsity, an evangelical Christian ministry, pray during a recent meeting. InterVarsity at the University of 
Iowa sued the school after administrators ruled the group could not rquire members to be Christians. U.S. District Judge 
Stephanie M. Rose ruled in the group’s favor and made at least three University of Iowa leaders — including University of Iowa 
President Harreld — personally accountable to cover the costs of any damages awarded later to InterVarsity, according to the 
ruling.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Yes, a Christian student group can re-
quire its leaders to be Christian.

That’s the decision a judge reached 
last week in InterVarsity Christian Fel-
lowship/USA v. the University of Iowa, a 
lawsuit the evangelical Christian campus 
ministry brought against the university 
and several of its leaders after the school 
booted InterVarsity and other religious-
ly affiliated student groups for requiring 
their leaders to share their faiths.

Those groups also included Muslims, 
Sikhs and Latter-day Saints, according to 
a statement from InterVarsity.

“We must have leaders who share our 
faith,” InterVarsity Director of External 
Relations Greg Jao said in the written 
statement.

“No group — religious or secular — 
could survive with leaders who reject its 
values,” said Jao. We’re grateful the court 
has stopped the university’s religious 
discrimination, and we look forward to 
continuing our ministry on campus for 
years to come.”

At least three University of Iowa lead-
ers are being held personally account-
able to cover the costs of any damages 
awarded later to InterVarsity, according 
to U.S. District Judge Stephanie M. 
Rose’s Friday, Sept. 27, ruling, provided 
by the Becket Fund for Religious Liber-
ty, which represented InterVarsity.

The ruling left open the possibility 
that university President Bruce Harreld 
still could be found liable, too.

Rose’s decision comes on the heels 
of a ruling she made earlier this year in a 
similar case involving the university and 
a student group called Business Lead-
ers in Christ. Because university leaders 
should have understood after that case 
how to treat the groups fairly, the judge 
is holding them personally accountable. 

That’s not unusual, according to Dan-
iel Blomberg, senior counsel at Becket.

“When government officials violate 
the Constitution, break the law and 
they hurt somebody, then they can be 

responsible for damages — for damage 
they have caused,” Blomberg said.

The lawsuit came in August 2018 
after the University of Iowa claimed In-
terVarsity was violating the university’s 
human rights policy by requiring leaders 
to affirm the organization’s statement of 
faith. That policy prohibits discrimina-
tion based on race, creed, color, religion, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or 
other attributes.

In June 2018, the university deregis-
tered InterVarsity for more than a month 
— returning it to good standing only af-
ter it sued.

During that time, the University of 
Iowa limited InterVarsity’s access to 
campus, froze its bank account, shut 
down its website and labeled it defunct 
for lack of student interest, according to 
a statement from Becket. Membership 
in the student group dropped from the 
nearly 40 students to just over 20 — the 
sharpest membership decline in over 20 
years, according to the legal institute.

The student group has been active at 
the university for 25 years, according to 

InterVarsity, which has similar groups on 
campuses across the country.

All students are welcome to join Inter-
Varsity, which hosts weekly Bible studies 
and monthly meetings for prayer, wor-
ship and discussion. However, leaders 
are required to affirm its statement of 
faith.

“The University of Iowa has always 
respected the right of students, faculty, 
and staff to practice the religion of their 
choice,” according to a statement posted 
on the university website.

“The case involving Business Leaders 
in Christ and later InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship/USA and InterVarsity Grad-
uate Christian Fellowship presented a 
difficult issue for a public university as 
administrators tried to balance the rights 
of all individuals on campus.”

In a Sept. 25 hearing and in her ruling, 
Rose pointed to her decision earlier this 
year in Business Leaders in Christ v. In-
terVarsity, saying the university violated 
the group’s rights when it deregistered 
the group over its religious belief that sex 

Campus ministry can 
require its leaders to be 
Christian, judge rules

Judge rules in IntraVarsity’s favor

Special to The Prairie Press

University of Iowa president Bruce Harreld, left, answers questions at the Iowa 
Statehouse earlier this year. A federal court in Iowa has ruled InterVarsity, an 
evangelical Christian ministry, can require its members to be Christian. At least 
three University of Iowa leaders — including Harreld — are being held personally 
accountable to cover the costs of any damages awarded later to InterVarsity, 
according to U.S. District Judge Stephanie M. Rose’s ruling.

See RULING, Page 6B

Sometimes we are 
tempted to wish, “I would 
like to do something really 

big that 
makes a 
differ-
ence.” 

How-
ever, often 
it is the so 
called little 
things that 
make a 
great dif-
ference—
maybe 

a smile, holding the door 
open for someone just 
because, a cheerful word, 
a Bible verse that has 
spoken to one’s heart or 
just refusing to be grumpy 
like so many others. It is 
downright sad and some 
disheartening to see how 
rudeness and irritability is 
much too rampant in our 
society. 

My mom passed away 
the day before Mother’s 
Day this past spring. She 
was a great lady in my 
opinion. Kindness was one 
of her many good points. 
On her deathbed, she 
apologized to me for some 
minor infraction when I 
was a child. It was of no 
consequence to me, but she 
wanted a clean slate in her 
own heart and mind before 
she slipped into eternity. 

She was a devoted 
follower of Jesus, and a 
great influence upon me. I 
owe her so much. She often 
baked a pie or made a meal 
to share with someone in 
need. She taught Sunday 
School classes and worked 
with children in a Bible 
quiz program at her local 
church. She sewed quilts 
for grandchildren upon 
their high school gradua-
tion. 

Any time a birthday 
of a child or grandchild 
came along, she was on 
the phone to greet them 
a happy birthday and 
often a card was also in the 
mail. Little things? I don’t 
think so. After her death, a 
number of people posted 
Facebook comments about 
how she had impacted their 
life, often many years ago. 
For her, it was often the 
little things she did that left 
an impression. 

To those of us reading 
this little article, why not 
tomorrow get up on the 
right side of the bed and 
spread some cheer around. 
If somebody doesn’t have 
any cheer to spread, I know 
a master, the Lord Jesus 
who can put some into 
one’s heart. 

Give one’s life to him and 
start spreading seeds of the 

The little 
things 
that often 
matter

GARY
WILLIAMSON
PASTOR’S   
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A new film tells the sto-
ry of the fastest-growing 
church in the world, an 
underground, persecuted 
Christian movement in a 
country known for export-
ing radical Islamic terrorism 
— Iran.

People in Iran, a Mus-
lim-majority nation, are 
fleeing Islam in droves as 
believers bow their knee to 
Jesus and become aggres-
sively pro-Israel, according 
to the documentary "Sheep 
Among Wolves Volume II."

“What if I told you Islam 
is dead?” one unidentified 
Iranian church leader says 
in the film, which was di-
rected by Dalton Thomas 
and produced by Frontier 
Alliance International Stu-
dios.

“What if I told you the 
mosques are empty inside 
Iran?" he continues. "What 
if I told you no one follows 
Islam inside of Iran? Would 
you believe me? This is ex-
actly what is happening in-
side of Iran. God is moving 
powerfully inside of Iran.”

The pastor adds: “What 
if I told you the best evange-
list for Jesus was the Ayatol-
lah Khomeini? The ayatol-
lahs brought the true face 
of Islam to light and people 
discovered it was a lie...Af-
ter 40 years under Islamic 
law — a utopia according 
to them — they’ve had the 
worst devastation in the 
5,000-year history of Iran.”

Thomas calls the move-
ment the Iranian awaken-
ing.

"It owns no property, no 
buildings, no central leader-
ship and is predominantly 
led by women," he said in a 
statement.

Named after the Bible 
verse Matthew 10:16 which 
says, “Behold, I am send-
ing you out as sheep in the 
midst of wolves, so be wise 
as serpents and innocent 
as doves,” the documenta-
ry claims, "Muslim-back-
ground Iranians are leading 
a quiet but mass exodus out 
of Islam and bowing their 
knees to the Jewish Messi-
ah -- with kindled affection 
toward the Jewish people."

But the new believers in 
the Islamic Republic face 
great risks.

"We know that if they get 
us, the first thing they will 
do to us as a woman is rape 
us and then they will beat us 
and ultimately they will kill 
us," one believer said. "This 
is the decision we have 
made that we want to offer 

World’s 
‘fastest-
growing 
church’ 
is in Iran

See IRAN, Page 6B
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

RCIA
St. Mary’s Church

528 N. Main St.  Paris, IL

217-466-3355
  

RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

  • Are you married to a Catholic and        
  wanting to know about the faith?
  • Have you ever wondered why Catholics
  do what they do?
  • Are you a long-time Catholic who has           
          been away for a while?
                     • Are you an adult Catholic who has    
        never been confirmed?
  • Do you want to join the Catholic  
  Church?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then you are 
invited to attend the RCIA classes beginning soon at 

St. Mary’s. No commitment necessary. 

Please join our opening session
7 p.m.

Wed., October 9, 2019
To register, of for more information, please contact:

St. Mary’s Catholic Church  • 217-466-3355

  

First Church of the Nazarene

AYCE Spaghetti Dinner

October 5, 2019
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m

$9 Adults / $5 Children (12 & under)
4-H Building, Fairgrounds • 102 E. Elliott St.

Drive-thru/Carryout • 217-251-0353

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Wine & Dine
October 15, 2019   6 p.m.

Theme: ’Leaves are falling, Autumn is calling’
Join us for great food and great fellowship as you 
enjoy a 4-course plated meal with wine pairings 

created by Chef Kyle Posey.
Advanced purchase required. Reservations are final.

Non-refundable but are transferable. 
$40.00 per person, gratuity not included. Deadline for 

reservations is Fri., Oct. 11 unless sold out before.

October

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

217-251-1010
ryan@jacksoncars.com

It’s     
 Worth 
 The 
Drive

CALL
Ryan 

today about 
our $100 

REFERRAL 
PROGRAM!

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411 • www.jacksoncars.com

Come see us today!

presidents during his long 
public ministry. Among 
them was Richard Nixon, 
who resigned from the pres-
idency in 1974 in the face of 
almost certain impeachment 
after the Watergate scandal. 
Graham later said he regret-
ted his political interference 
on Nixon’s behalf.

“Looking back, I know I 
sometimes crossed the line, 
and I wouldn’t do that now,” 
Billy Graham told Christian-
ity Today in 2011.

Franklin Graham said he 
was not troubled by that 

GRAHAM
FROM PAGE 5B

our bodies as sacrifices. Be-
cause I have this thought when 
I wake up, that when I leave, 
that door I might not come 
back."

A leader of the Iranian un-
derground church explains 
their goal is not planting 
churches but rather mak-
ing disciples, the majority of 

whom are women.
"Disciples forsake the 

world and cling to Jesus 'till 
he comes. Converts don't," 
the leader said. "Disciples 
aren't engaged in a culture 
war. Converts are. Disciples 
cherish, obey and share the 
word of God. Converts don't. 
Disciples choose Jesus over 
anything and everything else. 
Converts don't. Converts run 
when the fire comes. Disci-

ples don't."
And a pastor explains 

everything they do under-
ground is built on prayer.

"We find people of peace 
through prayer. We even find 
locations through prayer,” 
he says. "[ Jesus] has come 
in their dreams or he’s come 
miraculously in their lives. 
When we hear this, we know 
that Jesus has gone ahead of 
us.”

IRAN
FROM PAGE 5B

gospel good news to a 
personal sphere of friends. 
For those one doesn’t yet 
know, look at them as po-
tential friends. Try slowing 
down just long enough to 
do a little thing to lighten 
their load, and just see if 
you won’t feel better also. 
Try it.

(Gary A. Williamson is 
pastor of the First Church 
of the Nazarene. Email him 
at paris1nazarne@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided weekly by members 
of the Paris Ministerial 

PASTOR
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should be reserved for mar-
riage between a husband and 
wife.

Rose called the universi-
ty’s decision to then single 
out religious student groups 
incredibly baffling in the 
hearing transcript posted 
online by Becket.

“You not only went after 
the BLinC-type people, but 

you went after all religious 
people, which is worse than 
what you did in BLinC, in 
my opinion,” she said.

The judge also pointed out 
the university’s uneven en-
forcement of its policies for 
student groups.

It allows fraternities and 
sororities to admit only men 
and women, respectively, 
and Pi Kappa Phi requires 
members to be believers in 
God and exhibit the, “high-

est ideals of Christian man-
hood.” Another group, called 
Love Works, requires its 
leaders to affirm the LGBTQ 
community and acknowl-
edge that, “Jesus will be at 
the center of everything we 
do.”

The University of Iowa 
has since revised its student 
organization policy to allow 
student groups to require 
their leaders agree to and 
support that group’s beliefs. 

RULING
FROM PAGE 5B

GRACE NOTES

OCT. 11 HOT DOG LUNCH 
FOR FAITH IN ACTION
First Farmers Bank and Trust 
is hosting a drive through hot 
dog lunch 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 11 
in the bank parking lot, 8964 N. 
Terre Haute Road. The $3 meal 
includes a hot dog, chips, drink 
and cookie. All procedes benefit 
Faith in Action.

OCT. 15   CHRISTIAN WOM-
EN’S LUNCH
The next Christian Women’s 
Connection of Terre Haute 
luncheon is 11 a.m. Oct. 15 
in the MCL meeting room at 
Meadows Shopping Center. 
Dorothy Smith is the speaker 
and her topic is “It’s Christ-
mas-Let’s Celebrate.” Music 
is by Pastor Aaron Wheaton 
and the special feature is 
Lynn Henry of Gingersnaps. 
Call 812-234-7388 or 812-
249-3084 to make reserva-
tions. 

NOV. 2  COMMUNITY 
PRAYER BREAKFAST
The 26th Annual Community 
Prayer Breakfast is 8 a.m. Nov. 
2 at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall, with a full breakfast by 
McDaniel Catering. Tickets 
to attend are now available 
at area churches for $5, or 
they may be purchased at the 
door. The community prayer 
breakfast is sponsored by the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship 
and gives the faithful a chance 
to pray for the well-being of 
the community, the county 
and the country.

precedent.
“We are disappointed in 

life by people,” Franklin Gra-
ham said. “But that’s part of 
life. (My father) continued 
to visit (Nixon) and try to 
encourage him and be a pas-
tor to him.”

Graham insisted his Deci-
sion America Tour was not a 
political rally.

“I’m not encouraging peo-
ple to vote for Trump. It’s 
not a Trump rally. I don’t 
encourage them to vote for 
a Democrat either. But I do 
encourage them to pray for 
our country. That’s extreme-
ly important. If we don’t, we 
could lose our country. We 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Jewish leaders met this 
week in New York to address 
a rise in anti-Semitic incidents 
over the past few years across 
the globe - especially in major 
cities in Europe - and warned 
that Jews will not be the only 
ones targeted in the future.

Joel Rubinfeld, president of 
the Jewish Coalition for Kurd-
istan, located in Belgium, said 
that anti-religious incidents 
will target Christians next.

"More problems will come," 
Rubinfeld noted. "No, it's just 
the beginning. We know this. 
We know that about anti-Se-
mitic…the anti-Semite. They 
start with Jews. But they never 
finish with Jews."

While the increase of an-
ti-Semitic attacks is concentrat-
ed in Europe, Chrisitan perse-
cution, according to watchdog 
group Open Doors USA, is 
prevalent in Asia, the Middle 
East and parts of Africa.

Rubinfeld's comments 
come on the heels of an un-
precedented report on an-
ti-Semitism released by the 
United Nations last month 
that pointed out the frequen-

cy of incidents appears to be 
increasing.

It also linked anti-Sem-
itism to denunciations of 
Israel as well as the Palestin-
ian-led Boycott Divestment 
Sanctions (BDS) movement, 
which calls for a boycott of all 
Israeli products.

The report stressed the, 
"prevalence of anti-Semitic at-
titudes and the risk of violence 
against Jewish individuals and 
sites," are significant.

Specifically, the report 
mentioned the 2018 attack 
at the Tree of Life Synagogue 
in Pittsburgh, where a gun-
man opened fire and killed 11 
congregants “in the deadliest 
attack on Jews in U.S. history” 
and the Chabad of Poway syn-
agogue shooting in April on 
the last day of Passover when 
a gunman killed one woman 
and injured three others, in-
cluding the rabbi.

Earlier this year, the New 
York Times, the Women's 
March, as well as the Demo-
cratic Party have all had issues 
with anti-Semitism.

The NY Times announced 
in June it will end political car-
toons after anti-Semitic depic-

tions of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu with 
President Trump.

Last month, the anti-Trump 
Women's March severed 
ties with leaders, Linda Sar-
sour, Tamika Mallory, and 
Bob Bland, all accused of an-
ti-Semitism, but then had to 
quickly drop a new replace-
ment, Zahra Billoo, a lawyer 
and executive director of 
CAIR (the Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic Relation), whom 
the Anti-Defamation League 
described as having a, "long 
history of deeply offensive 
and antisemitic statements."

The Democratic Party has 
been grappling with an an-
ti-Semitism problem especial-
ly this year following a series 
of comments from prominent 
freshman Democrats, partic-
ularly Minnesota Rep. Ilhan 
Omar, that members of both 
parties have called anti-Semit-
ic.

In June, the Senate unan-
imously passed a resolution 
explicitly and unequivocally 
condemning anti-Semitism, 
something the Democrat-con-
trolled House failed to do ear-
lier this year.

Jewish leader warns Christians 
amid rising anti-Semitism trend

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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need to pray.”
Still, this week, the evan-

gelical movement known 
as Red Letter Christians 
held a revival in response to 
Graham’s Decision America 
tour.

On Wednesday the Rev. 
William J. Barber II was 
one of the headliners of the 
two-day conference at his 
church in Goldsboro, which 
also featured Tony Campolo, 
Traci Blackmon and Shane 
Claiborne.

“We think it important 
to offer Christians a space 
to come together and focus 
on a message that connects 
Jesus to justice, good news 
for the poor, health care, 
immigrants,” said Jonathan 
Wilson-Hartgrove, one of 
the organizers and speakers, 
said many evangelicals insist 
only diehard Republicans 
are Christians and that only 
they carry the torch for bib-
lical values.

“There are lots of people 
who want something bet-
ter for our faith and for our 
country,” he said. “We want 
people to realize they are not 
alone.”
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Medicare cut payments to 
2,583 hospitals Tuesday, Oct. 
1, continuing the Affordable 
Care Act’s eight-year campaign 
to financially pressure hospi-
tals into reducing the number 
of patients who return for a 
second stay within a month.

The severity and broad 
application of the penalties, 
which Medicare estimates will 
cost hospitals $563 million 
over a year, follows the trend of 
the past few years. Of the 3,129 
general hospitals evaluated in 
the Hospital Readmission Re-
duction Program, 83 percent 
received a penalty, which will 
be deducted from each pay-
ment for a Medicare patient 
stay over the fiscal year that be-
gan Oct. 1.

According to the analysis 
provided by Kaiser Health 
News, Horizon Health of Par-
is was not penalized for either 
high rates of readmission or 
hospital-acquired conditions. 
Both Terre Haute Regional 
Hospital and Union Hospital 
were penalized each year since 
2015 for excessive rehospital-
izations. Both hospitals will 
also be penalized in 2020, ac-
cording to the analysis. Neither 
hospital was penalized for hos-
pital-acquired conditions.

Carle Foundation Hospital 
was not penalized in 2019 for 
high rates of complications. 
The Urbana-based hospital 
was penalized for rehospital-
izations by .09 percent in 2019 
and .17 percent in 2020.

Sarah Bush Lincoln Health 
Center in Mattoon was penal-

ized .78 percent for readmis-
sions in 2019 and will be pe-
nalized 1.35 percent for 2020. 
It was penalized in 2019 by 1 
percent for what Medicare/
Medicaid found to be high 
rates of complications.

Although Medicare began 
applying the penalties in 2012, 
disagreements continue about 
whether they have improved 
patient safety. On the positive 
side, they have encouraged 
hospitals to focus on how their 
patients recuperate, and some 
now assist them in procuring 
medications and follow-up ap-
pointments.

But the hospital industry 
and some academics have 
raised concerns that some 
hospitals may be avoiding re-
admitting patients who require 
additional inpatient care out of 

fear of the financial repercus-
sions, while others have said 
the program is not showing 
major benefits.

“A lot of hard work has gone 
into trying to reduce readmis-
sions, and the needle has not 
moved very far,” said Karen 
Joynt Maddox, co-director 
of the Center for Health Eco-
nomics and Policy at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis, 
who has been skeptical of the 
initiative. “It’s been a huge in-
vestment by hospitals but not 
very much in outcomes, but 
some good things have come 
out of it.”

A few studies have even 
found an increase in mortality 
since the penalties took effect, 
but other studies, including 
a recent one by the Medicare 
Payment Advisory Commis-

sion (MedPAC), an indepen-
dent body that helped devise 
the approach for Congress, 
identified no such link.

“I don’t believe the HRRP 
kills people,” David Grabows-
ki, a commission member and 
health policy professor at Har-
vard Medical School, said at 
the commission’s meeting last 
month, using the acronym for 
the penalty program.

The MedPAC staff’s prelim-
inary analysis, made public last 
month, found the frequency 
of Medicare patients being 
readmitted within 30 days of 
discharge dropped from 16.7 
percent in 2010 to 15.7 percent 
in 2017. However, the analysis 
said the decrease was more sig-
nificant once it took into con-
sideration the average patient 
was frailer in 2017 than in 2010 

and thus more likely to end up 
back in the hospital, with all 
other things being equal.

“On a risk-adjusted basis, it 
appears that readmissions have 
declined in 2010 to 2018 with-
out causing a material increase 
in mortality,” Jeff Stensland, 
a MedPAC analyst, told the 
commission.

The penalties are based on 
the frequency of readmissions 
of Medicare patients who 
had originally been treated 
for heart failure, heart attack, 
pneumonia, chronic lung dis-
ease, hip and knee replacement 
or coronary artery bypass graft 
surgery. 

Readmissions that were 
scheduled to occur are not 
counted.

Medicare counts the 

Readmissions bring penalties
New round of Medicare readmission penalties hits 2,583 hospitals after October 1; Horizon Health spared

See MEDICARE, Page 8B
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The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention has released its annual rec-
ommendations for flu shots this influ-
enza season, including an expanded age 
recommendation for two vaccines.

Recommendations for getting flu 
shots change every year regarding timing 
of vaccination, considerations for special 
populations, precautions, and the use of 
specific vaccines.

Each year the flu vaccine is changed to 
protect against the three or four viruses 
that health officials believe will be most 
common in the upcoming flu season. 
This year, the trivalent flu shot, which 
protects against three strains of the in-
fluenza virus, will help people's immune 
systems to produce antibodies for the 
following viruses:
nA/Brisbane/02/2018 (H1N1)

pdm09-like virus (updated)
nA/Kansas/14/2017 (H3N2)-like 

virus (updated)
nB/Colorado/06/2017-like (Victo-

ria lineage) virus
The quadrivalent vaccine, inoculating 

against four strains, includes those and 
adds the following protection:
nB/Phuket/3073/2013-like (Ya-

magata lineage) virus
This flu season, children ages 6 

months through 8 years old who require 
two doses of the vaccine should receive 
their first dose as soon as it's available 
and receive the second no later than the 
end of October. For those who require 
only one dose, receiving the vaccine too 
early – for example anyone who already 
received a vaccination in July or August 
– could see a loss of immunity before the 
end of influenza season. That particular-
ly applies to older adults.

"Community vaccination programs 

should balance maximizing likelihood 
of persistence of vaccine-induced pro-
tection through the season with avoid-
ing missed opportunities to vaccinate or 
vaccinating after onset of influenza cir-
culation occurs," according to the CDC.

Flu seasons are notoriously unpre-
dictable, but there are already clues the 
upcoming season may be especially dif-
ficult.

Flu season in the Southern Hemi-
sphere can be an indication of what's to 
come in the Northern Hemisphere, and 
the recent flu season in Australia, where 
winter has just ended, arrived early and 
with a vengeance. A particularly virulent 
flu strain, H3N2, dominated.

What's more, a pediatric flu death has 
already been reported in the U.S. — a 
4-year-old in California who had under-
lying health problems.

"We should never forget that the flu 
still kills," Cameron Kaiser, a public 
health officer for Riverside County, Ca-
lif., said in a news release announcing the 
death.

"A death so early in the flu season sug-
gests this year may be worse than usual," 
Kaiser warned.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates that last year, there 
were 37 million to 43 million flu illnesses 
in the U.S., and 36,400 to 61,200 flu-re-
lated deaths.

Last year's flu season ran from Oct. 1, 
2018, to May 4 the longest flu season in 

the past decade, at 21 weeks.
It’s not too early to get a flu vaccine, ac-

cording to the Center for Disease Con-
trol (CDC). Doctors say people should 
get the flu vaccine now — and certainly 
before Thanksgiving.

"The concern with delaying it is that 
some people who might have the op-
portunity to get vaccinated now may not 
have that opportunity later," said Robert 
Atmar, a professor of medicine and an 
infectious disease expert at Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine in Houston.

"The most important thing is for peo-
ple to get their flu vaccine, and get it be-
fore the epidemic starts," he said.

Most healthy people who get the shot 
in September can expect some protec-
tion through the spring. But older adults 
may want to schedule their vaccination 
for sometime in October.

"There is a concern that some older 
people may have their immunity wane 
simply because their immune system 
is more frail, less robust," said William 
Schaffner, a professor of preventive med-
icine and infectious diseases at Vander-
bilt University Medical Center.

Flu activity usually picks up in Octo-
ber and November, peaks around Feb-
ruary but can last well into the spring 
months. The CDC recommends every-
one over age six months be vaccinat-
ed against the flu, especially expectant 
mothers.

Why you need a flu shot
There are already signs the 
U.S. may be in for a nasty 
flu season this year

Fireworks exploded first 
thing Tuesday morning 
and it was amazing: Twitter 

was crack-
ling with 
Facebook 
founder 
Mark 
Zuck-
erberg 
blasting 
Demo-
cratic pres-
idential 
hopeful 
Elizabeth 

Warren, and Warren dou-
bled down on a pledge to 
break up the social media 
behemoth to protect us 
all from the monopolistic 
company’s darker side.

The smackdown began 
with leaked audio of a 
Zuckerberg meeting with 
Facebook employees in 
which the CEO said it 
would suck if Warren were 
elected. Zuck vowed to aim 
the full force of his compa-
ny against her as president: 
“If someone’s going to try 
to threaten something that 
existential, you go to the 
mat and you fight.”

Warren slammed back: 
“What would really ‘suck,’ ” 
she tweeted, “is if we don’t 
fix a corrupt system that 
lets giant companies like 
Facebook engage in illegal 
anticompetitive practices, 
stomp on consumer priva-
cy rights, and repeatedly 
fumble their responsibility 
to protect our democracy.”

Meanwhile, all I could 
think about was the kids.

Kids are walking around 
middle schools and high 
schools with smartphones 
and apps that have become 
a bully’s best friend. Live 
grenades, you might even 
say. And all we parents are 
doing, it seems, is watch-
ing, helplessly, as Big Tech 
keeps getting bigger and 
bigger while our kids get 
sucked deeper and deeper 
into the diabolical depths 
of their profit-making 
devices and apps.

Sure, parents try to 
monitor their kids’ social 
media use. But this can’t be 
all we do. Not with kids like 
Channing Smith becoming 
casualties.

Grenades 
in kids’ 
pockets 

See PANARITIS, Page 8B
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See FLU, Page 8B
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The Human Resources 
Center of Edgar and Clark 
Counties is participating in 
National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month, 
an annual awareness cam-
paign that takes place each 
October. The purpose of 
National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month is 
to educate about disability 
employment issues and cel-
ebrate the many and varied 
contributions of America's 
workers with disabilities. 
This year's theme is "The 
Right Talent, Right Now"

"Every day, individuals 
with disabilities add signifi-
cant value and talent to our 
workforce and economy," 
said U.S. Secretary of Labor 
Alexander Acosta. "Individ-
uals with disabilities offer 
employers diverse perspec-
tives on how to tackle chal-
lenges and achieve success. 
Individuals with disabilities 
have the right talent, right 
now."

Reflecting this year's 
theme, HRC will be engag-
ing in a variety of activities 
during October to educate 
its consumers on disability 
employment issues and its 
commitment to an inclusive 
work culture. These efforts 
include round table discus-
sions and videos.

"We want to spread the 
important message that we 
value all perspectives, in-
cluding those of individuals 
with disabilities,” said HRC 
executive director Jonathan 
Burns

The history of Nation-
al Disability Employment 
Awareness Month traces 
back to 1945 when Con-
gress enacted a law declaring 
the first week in October 
each year as National Em-
ploy the Physically Hand-
icapped Week. In 1962, 
the word physically was 
removed to acknowledge 
the employment needs and 
contributions of individuals 
with all types of disabili-
ties. Congress expanded 

HRC 
observes 
National 
Disability 
Employment 
Awareness 
Month

See HRC, Page 8B
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on 
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Come see us for details!

RCIA
RCIA welcomes people where they are and offers them the 

experience of growing together in Faith, Prayer, Scripture 
and Doctrine. The stories of lived experiences with Faith flow 

together in a friendly relaxed environment. The laity share 
ir faith and offer their care for others. People come to 

“belong” even more than they come to “know”.
RCIA does not require the commitment of becoming 
Catholic. It rather gives the opportunity of learning Faith 

in the Catholic tradition and in a small dedicated atmosphere. 
A non-Catholic begins with simple inquires.

RICA begins Wednesday, October 9, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Parish Meeting Room with the first of three inquiry nights. 

Cannot make this one then come October 16 or 23.
Please consider joining us for a look and see, 

No commitment, No pressure.

St. Mary’s Church • 528 N. Main St. • 217-466-3355

Gone digital! 
www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  
AND NOW DELIVERED 24/7. 

readmission of patients who re-
turned to a hospital within 30 
days even if that hospital is not 
the one that originally treated 
them. In those cases, the pen-

MEDICARE
FROM PAGE 7B

the week to a month in 1988 
and changed the name to 
National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month.

Employers and em-
ployees in all industries 
can learn more about how 
to participate in National 
Disability Employment 
Awareness Month and ways 
they can promote its mes-
sages — during October 
and throughout the year — 
by visiting www.dol.gov/
NDEAM.

HRC
FROM PAGE 7B

Just hours before Zuck-
vs.-Warren, the story of the 
Tennessee high schooler’s 
death was making the rounds 
nationally. He took his own 
life after being humiliated by 
cyberbullies, his family says. 
Channing was distraught after 
a screenshot of him kissing 
another boy was disseminated, 
unbeknownst to him.

The youngster’s story was on 
my mind from the night before 
when, over a cup of morning 
coffee, the Twitter face-off 
unfolded between Zuckerberg 
and Warren. It felt timely.

Companies like Facebook, 
which also owns Instagram and 
other apps, control so much of 
our online lives, our privacy, 
our personal time, and with 
very little accountability or 
mechanisms to flag or halt in-
creasingly toxic behavior. (Just 
how big is that one company? 
More than 2.1 billion people 
use Facebook, Instagram, 

WhatsApp, or Messenger 
every day.) 

From the way it handles user 
data to its effectively allowing 
its platform to be used for med-
dling in U.S. elections, there are 
many major concerns about 
this company. Just as there are 
concerns about Google and so 
many other digital companies 
that have poked into our lives 
in ways large and small.

But as a parent, one concern 
rises above all others: What 
is all of this doing to our kids? 
And when, if ever, do we say 
the harm is becoming too great 
to ignore, whether it’s digital 
addiction or bullying or being 
victimized in some other way 
by the tech universe?

The digital world, in just 
a matter of a few years, has 
ballooned into a virtually 
lawless place. And our children 
are in the line of fire, whether 
through the exponential spread 
of child pornography, as a New 
York Times investigation re-
cently documented, or through 
soul-crushing cyberbullying, 

which also appears to be on 
the rise.

Pew Research Center re-
cently found that a majority of 
U.S. teens have experienced at 
least one of the following: “On-
line cyberbullying, including 
name-calling, being subject to 
false rumors, receiving explicit 
images they didn’t ask for, 
having explicit images of them-
selves shared without their 
consent, physical threats or 
being constantly asked about 
their location and activities in a 
stalker-ish fashion by someone 
who is not their parents.”

Even local police can see the 
uptick.

“The technology today and 
what’s out there with all the dif-
ferent apps and how they can 
hide their identity and spoof 
different numbers, it’s crazy,” 
said Deputy Chief Ted Caiola, 
whose Upper Gwynedd Town-
ship Police Department is one 
of several feeding the North 
Penn School District in Mont-
gomery County. We spoke 
Tuesday. He said kids come to 

realize, " ‘Hey, look, I can do 
this and not get caught.’”

In Pennsylvania’s Tredyffrin 
Township, the veteran cop in 
charge of police in that Chester 
County community agreed 
officers are summoned to 
many more bullying calls in 
today’s digital age than they 
ever were before the advent of 
social media. Michael Beaty 
would know; he’s been a subur-
ban law enforcement officer for 
32 years.

“We’ve had to adapt with 
the growth of technology and 
find a way for us to continue 
doing our job,” said Beaty, who 
became police superintendent 
in Tredyffrin two years ago.

As tech companies worry 
about their hegemony, parents 
should step up our own worry-
ing game. Pew found that less 
bullying happens if kids spend 
less time online. That’s a good 
start.

(Maria Panaritis is a national 
award-winning columnist for the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. Email her 
at mpanaritis@inquirer.com.)

PANARITIS
FROM PAGE 7B

alty is applied to the first hos-
pital. This year’s penalties are 
based on discharges from July 
1, 2015, to June 30, 2018.

“This is like driving your 
car by looking in the rearview 
mirror of the car three cars 
behind you,” Jonathan Perlin, 
the chief medical officer of 
HCA Healthcare in Nashville 
and a MedPAC commission 
member, said at last month’s 
meeting. “It’s very difficult to 
operationalize.”

The average penalty will 
be a 0.71 percent decrease in 

payment for each Medicare 
patient who leaves the hospital 
over the next year, according to 
a Kaiser Health News analysis. 
The KHN analysis also found:
n1,177 hospitals received 

a higher penalty than they did 
last year.
n1,148 hospitals received a 

lower one than last year.
n64 hospitals received the 

same penalty as last year.
n194 hospitals that had not 

been penalized last year are be-
ing punished this year.
nThe maximum penalty — 

a 3 percent reduction in pay-
ments — was assessed against 
56 hospitals.
n372 hospitals avoided 

penalties in both years.
These figures do not include 

2,142 hospitals that Medicare 
exempted from the program 
this year, either because they 
had too few cases to judge; 
were veteran’s hospitals, chil-
dren’s hospitals, psychiatric 
hospitals or were critical-access 
hospitals, which are the only 
hospitals within reach of some 
patients.

Pregnant women who get 
the flu tend to have complica-
tions similar to those over 65. 
The shot offers protection for 
both the woman and her un-
born baby.

It takes about two weeks to 
build immunity to influenza 
after getting the vaccine.

But even then, the flu vac-
cine offers only partial pro-
tection. Last year, the vaccine 
didn't work well: Its overall ef-
fectiveness was 29 percent.

Doctors blamed the poor 

match on a surprise second 
wave of H3N2 flu activity late 
in the season.

There is plenty of evidence 
the vaccine can ease the sever-
ity of the flu if one gets sick. 
Doctors say people who get 
the vaccine generally don't feel 
as sick if they do wind up with 
the flu, and they're less likely to 
develop complications of the 
virus, including pneumonia 
and death.

"Partial protection frequent-
ly gets overlooked, and we 
shouldn't forget that," Schaff-
ner said. "Because it’s those 
complications that do you in."

FLU
FROM PAGE 7B



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2019  |  9BNEWS

Puzzles CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
 1. Put within
 6. Learned person
12. Resistance
16. Female title
17. Logical basis for a belief
18. Of I
19. Indicates position
20. Article
21. Insignificant organizational 
member
22. __ route
23. Expression of disapproval
24. Microelectromechanical 
systems
26. Ponds
28. Satisfy
30. Dad
31. Spanish soldier “El __”
32. Pouch-like structure
34. Obscure unit of measurement
35. Okinawa prefecture capital
37. Platforms
39. Jazz singer Irene
40. Benefits
41. Hellenistic governors
43. Brownish-green fruit
44. Needed to see
45. Political action committee
47. Fast plane
48. Bahrain dinar
50. Urgent request
52. Raccoon genus
54. Millisecond
56. Atlanta rapper
57. Rural delivery
59. Intrauterine device
60. The Wolverine State
61. Free agent
62. For instance
63. Reduces
66. Lincoln’s state
67. Quit
70. Midsections
71. Bullfighting maneuvers

Down
 1. The arch of the foot
 2. Canadian peninsula
 3. Koran chapters
 4. Abba __, Israeli politician
 5. Youngster
 6. Burns
 7. Comedienne Gasteyer
 8. Valley
 9. Belongs to sun god
10. Nickel
11. Great in salads
12. Leader
13. Forced through a sieve

14. Entryway
15. Support pillars
25. Aquatic mammal
26. __ Farrow, actress
27. Unhappy
29. Holds molecules
31. Thrifty
33. French dynasty
36. Scottish port
38. Irish militant organization
39. Dawn
41. Musical group of seven
42. Used to fry things
43. Carrot’s companion

CROSSWORD

46. Rough stone landmarks
47. Fourth son of Jacob and 
Leah
49. Goes against
51. Passion
53. Hard white animal fat
54. Soybean pastes
55. Beckon
58. Mountain and morning are two
60. Self-referential
64. Data executive
65. Retirement plan
68. Star Trek character Laren
69. You and I

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris was briefly thrust into 
the glitz and glare of Las Vegas 
with a performance of “Sin City 
Slayer” at the Tingley Recep-
tion Center.

The improvisational murder 
mystery was produced by Paris 
Charity events to raise money 

for the Paul Warner Animal 
Rescue. Founded by Bobby 
Sinclair and Zack Janis, Paris 
Charity Events uses different 
approaches to fundraising for a 
variety of local causes.

The play’s setting is a VIP 
party in Las Vegas for high roll-
ers, society people, celebrities 
and media. However, the event 
was clouded by a dangerous 
situation: a serial killer is on the 
loose in Las Vegas and targets 
victims at VIP parties.   

A-list—or perhaps B-list—

attendees at the party includ-
ed: Adair Burgundy (Aaron 
Rhodes), ambitious investiga-
tive reporter for CBC televi-
sion; Alex Jade (Tanner Laugh-
lin), Hollywood icon popular 
with audiences but enemy of 
most of those in attendance; 
Cricket Pewter (Jackie Tyler 
Landsaw), gossip columnist; 
Darby Cerulean (Bobby Sin-
clair), magician and illusion-
ist; Jude Plum (Craig Smith), 
wealthy socialite with connec-
tions to the Mob; Parson Gold-

en (Jane Blair), rags-to-riches 
fashion designer; Piper White 
(Brenda Wright), reluctant 
concierge of the casino; Green-
lee Black (Zack Janis), profes-
sional poker player and aspir-
ing comic; Ren Peach (Hellie 
Smith) fading reality star; Ri-
gny Cyan (Jane Graham), pop 
icon from Mississippi; Story 
Indigo (Agnes Wright), insuf-
ferable tennis instructor; Blue 
Coral (Sandy Elliott), hair styl-
ist at the Glitz & Glamour Hair 
Bar; and Dracen Gray (Cherie 

Paris Charity Events partners with Paul Warner Animal Rescue
“Sin City Slayer” 
murder mystery held 
at Tingley Center

Special to The Prairie Press

Tanner Laughlin had a short-
lived role in “Sin City Slay” an 
improvisational murder mys-
tery at the Tingley Reception 
Center. Laughlin’s character 
gets murdered while attending 
a Las Vegas VIP party. The play 
was produced by Paris Charity 
Events to raise money for Paul 
Warner Animal Rescue.

Special to The Prairie Press

Agnes Wright helped Paris 
Charity Paris Events by playing 
one of the characters in “Sin 
City Slayer” an improvisa-
tional murder mystery at the 
Tingley Reception Center. The 
event was a fundraiser for the 
Paul Warner Animal Rescue.

Lehman), housekeeper and 
bar girl at the casino. 

Midway through the eve-
ning, the Sin City Slayer struck 
down Alex Jade, and the ques-
tioning revealed almost every 
character in the cast had a 
motive to kill the Hollywood 
mogul. Through twists and 
turns, the killer was revealed as 
Parson Golden, who admitted 
to being the Sin City Slayer to 
rid Las Vegas of black-heart-
ed celebrities who lie, cheat 
and betray others to promote 
themselves.  

The next activity for Paris 
Charity Events is the annual 
“Mayo vs. Crestwood/Guns 
and Hoses (police vs. firemen) 
basketball game Dec. 14 to 
benefit Christmas for Kids. 
The event features food, a band, 

cheerleaders, Santa Claus and a 
photo booth. 

Sinclair and Janis are also 
planning a trivia night this win-
ter for Edgar County Do It and 
a casino night for the Garden of 
Hope cancer memorial at Paris 
Community Hospital.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Link Art Gallery is 
seeking artists to submit 
works for the 65th annual Fall 
Juried Exhibition.

All artists, 18 years of age 
and older, who live within a 
100-mile radius of Paris, are 
invited to submit works for 
the exhibit to run Oct. 11-
Nov. 15. All media except 
photographs are eligible for 
the Fall Juried Exhibition. 

Three dimensional pieces 
are acceptable. All two-di-
mensional pieces must be 
wired for hanging and may 

not exceed 42 inches in width.
Other rules include: all 

entries must be original and 
done within the last three 
years by the person making 
the submission. Art pieces 
previously exhibited at the 
Link Gallery are ineligible. An 
artist may submit a maximum 
of three pieces.

Art pieces for the fall ex-
hibit may be delivered to the 
Link Gallery 9-11 a.m. Oct. 5 
and 1-3 p.m. Oct. 6. 

More information about 
entry fees, the fall exhibit or 
the Link Gallery is available at 
www.linkartgallery.org.

Artists sought for exhibit

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

use the cane when boys 
spit down on kids walking 
beneath balconies. Nor did he 
cane kids for splitting school 
bags and stuffing contents in 
the toilets. Harmless boyish 
pranks didn’t deserve the 
cane.

On the other hand, he 
made it clear why he had 
wielded the cane. He wasn’t 
amused when pupils defe-
cated in rubbish bins (waste 
baskets) and smeared the 
liquidified mess on the walls 
as creative posters. Nor was 
he amused when a 15 year old 
smashed a fist into a teacher’s 
mouth.  No action was taken. 
The same applied when a 
school janitor was deliber-
ately kicked in the groin by a 
kid. Nothing was done by the 
principal.  

Supercane objected to 
explosives set off in the prin-
cipal’s office, and the worst 
incidents of all were when pu-
pils age 15 demanded money 
from high school beginners, 
age 12, in the school canteen 
(lunch site). The last one he 
caught was jumping on his 
victim’s chest with both feet. 
These offenses, he admitted, 
caused him to reach for the 
cane.

The reporter interviewed 
some students and parents. 
They thought the teacher 
was a very fair man, voicing 
firm support.  “After all,” said 
a mother, “I bash my own 
kids at home for some of the 
ornery stuff they do.” The 
teacher also defined beating 
as ordinary whacking, not 
overdosing.  

In summary, the teacher 
was strongly defended. This 
all coincided with a strong 
amount of criticism against 
using the paddle in American 
schools. I recall a senior stu-
dent saying, “We’re approach-
ing adulthood and deserve 
respect.” A principal respond-
ed, “That’s true, as long as you 
behave like an adult.”

One of these days, we may 
see the demise of prisons. 
Liberal minds say the death 
penalty is cruel and unusual 
punishment. Beatings have 
long been forbidden by 
guards. The next complaint 
will be that locking up an 
individual behind bars for a 
length of time is also cruel 
and unusual. These critics will 
argue for a stronger dose of 
love and tenderness.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)
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BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Educa-
tion officials in Illinois say the 
state is making solid progress 
under its new evidence-based 
funding program in narrow-
ing the wealth-based dispar-
ities among school districts, 
but an analysis of the first year 
of that program shows just 
how far the state still has to go.

During the 2017-2018 aca-
demic year, new data from the 
Illinois State Board of Educa-
tion shows, school districts 
with large amounts of prop-
erty wealth were better fund-
ed than their property-poor 
counterparts, enabling them 
to spend more money per-pu-
pil. That in turn translated into 
higher student test scores in 
math and English language 
arts.

Meanwhile, residents of 
property-poor school districts 
generally paid higher prop-
erty tax rates than people in 
wealthy districts, while their 
school districts continued 
to be underfunded and few-
er students in those districts 
were able to meet state expec-
tations on standardized tests.

Those are the conclusions 
of an analysis by Capitol 
News Illinois that examined 
financial information from 
850 public school districts, 
combined with school perfor-
mance data from the Illinois 
Report Card during the 2017-
2018 academic year, the most 
recent year for which all data 
is available.  

“None of that surprises 
me,” state Sen. Andy Manar, 
D-Bunker Hill, said in an 
interview. “None of what 
the state board released is 
shocking to me because the 
compromise at the end was 
an incremental step.” He is 
the chief architect of the evi-
dence-based funding system.

EVIDENCE-BASED FUNDING
State lawmakers adopted 

the evidence-based funding 
system in 2017. 

The idea was to determine 
each school district’s “adequa-
cy target” — the amount of 
money it needs to provide the 
educational services required 
by the state. That target is 
based on factors unique to 
each district, such as the dis-
trict’s size, and the number of 
low-income students, English 
language learners and stu-
dents with special education 
needs.

The 2017 law also calls for 
the state to increase school 
funding by at least $350 mil-
lion each year, with districts 
furthest below their adequacy 
target getting first priority for 
new money. The stated goal is 
to bring all districts up to at 
least 90 percent of adequacy 
by 2027.

According to data released 
at ISBE’s June meeting, how-
ever, the increased annual 
investment in the formula 
would need to be closer to 

$660 million in order to bring 
all districts to 90 percent ade-
quacy during that span. 

According to ISBE, it 
would have cost the state 
an additional $7.4 billion in 
fiscal year 2018 to bring all 
districts up to at least 100 
percent of adequacy. For the 
current fiscal year, that figure 
stands at $7.1 billion. 

The evidence-based fund-
ing system went into effect in 
the 2017-2018 school year, 
and final numbers for that 
year from the Illinois State 
Board of Education were just 
released in August.

Those numbers show that 
total funding for 850 school 
districts — including local, 
state and federal funds — 
ranged from 47 percent of 
adequacy in the J.S. Morton 
High School District in Cook 
County to 288 percent of ade-
quacy in the Rondout School 
District, an elementary dis-
trict in Lake County.

All told, 652 districts re-
ceived less than 90 percent of 
their adequacy target, includ-
ing 144 that received less than 
60 percent of their adequacy. 
The average across all districts 
was 79.5 percent of adequacy.

Bruce Baker, an education 
professor at Rutgers Universi-
ty in New Jersey who studies 
school finance systems, said 
Illinois for many years had 
one of the most inequitable 
funding systems in the coun-
try.

“I think Illinois is as big an 
outlier as it is, in part because 
the city of Chicago is such a 
large district with such con-
centrated poverty and has 
been poorly funded for de-
cades now, and it’s a very ex-
pensive problem to fix,” Baker 
said in a phone interview. “It 
costs billions of dollars to dig 
the city of Chicago out of its 
hole, and that means within a 
statewide budget, finding that 
much money to target into 
one area of the state, which is 
always a very difficult political 
problem to solve.”

WEALTH DETERMINES ADE-
QUACY

Chicago Public Schools, 
with just over 372,000 stu-
dents, is the third-largest 
school district in the nation, 
and in terms of property 
value, it’s a district of great 
wealth. In the 2017-2018 
year, it reported just over $74 
billion in taxable property 
value.

But the Chicago district 
also has a relatively low prop-
erty tax rate, levying just 3.36 
percent of equalized assessed 
value, far below the statewide 
average of 4.3 percent. Rev-
enue from local taxes, at just 
under $3.5 billion, made up 
56.3 percent of the district’s 
total revenue. The state of Il-
linois paid in just under $2 
billion, or 31.9 percent.

Elsewhere in the state, how-
ever, property wealth was the 
single biggest determinant of 

Money matters in the classroom
Wealth-based inequities persist after first year of evidence-based funding, impacting students’ grades

how adequately funded a dis-
trict is.

Taxable property val-
ue during the 2017-2018 
year ranged from a low of 
$19,332.45 per-pupil in the 
DePue district to a high 
of more than $2.5 million 
per-pupil in the Rondout dis-
trict. The average among the 
850 districts was $252,070.55.

According to ISBE data, 
there was a clear correlation 
between property wealth and 
funding adequacy: Poorer 
districts tended to be the least 
adequately funded, while 
wealthier districts enjoyed 
the greatest funding.

During the 2017-2018 ac-
ademic year, the data shows 
that, generally, a $10,000 in-
crease in a district’s per-pupil 
taxable property value trans-
lated to a 0.9 percentage point 
increase in the district’s fund-
ing adequacy.

That is primarily due to lo-
cal resources, largely property 
taxes, accounting for two-
thirds of all education spend-
ing in Illinois.

“Student background is a 
big deal, and adequate fund-
ing providing smaller classes 
and more qualified teachers 
can offset some of that,” Rut-
gers University’s Baker said. 
“However, inadequate and 
inequitable funding will only 
serve to reinforce it. So you’ve 
got everything self-reinforc-
ing here. You’ve got the need-
iest kids in the poorest dis-
tricts with the least resources.”

The 2017-2018 data also 
shows that wealthier districts 
pay substantially lower prop-
erty tax rates. In fact, many 
of the poorest districts in 
the state, in terms of prop-
erty wealth, paid the highest 
property tax rates while the 
wealthiest districts paid the 

lowest tax rates.
The poor districts were led 

by the Ford Heights School 
District 169, in Cook County, 
which reported a per-pupil 
property value of just un-
der $79,000, less than one-
third the statewide average, 
where property owners paid 
a school tax rate of nearly 21 
percent, nearly five times the 
state average.

At the other end of the 
spectrum was the wealthiest 
district on a per-pupil ba-
sis, Rondout, with per-pupil 
property value at more than 
$2.5 million and where res-
idents paid a tax rate to the 
district of just 1.57 percent, 
the eighth-lowest rate of any 
school district in the state.

Some property-poor dis-
tricts also paid low tax rates, 
like Rome CCSD 2, in Jeffer-
son County, where per-pu-
pil property values were less 
than half the state average but 
where the school tax levy was 
just 1.96 percent.

In general, though, anal-
ysis of the 2017-2018 data 
showed that a $10,000 in-
crease in a district’s per-pupil 
property value translated into 
a 3 percentage point decrease 
in its tax rate.

STUDENT PERFORMANCE
The 2017-2018 data also 

shows a clear relationship 
between funding levels and 
student performance on stan-
dardized tests. Students in the 
best-funded school districts 
routinely scored higher on 
tests of English language arts 
and math.

Illinois tests students annu-
ally in grades three through 
eight on English language arts 
and math. At the high school 
level, students are tested in 
the 11th grade using the SAT 

exam. 
Of the 850 districts exam-

ined, 754 have elementary 
classes and 472 have high 
school classes.

When those districts are 
ranked from top to bottom 
in terms of their funding ad-
equacy, clear patterns emerge.

At the elementary level, 
students in districts that rank 
in the top 20 percent on the 
funding scale are more than 
twice as likely as students 
in the bottom 20 percent to 
meet state standards on stan-
dardized math tests, and they 
are 1.8 times more likely to 
meet state standards on En-
glish language arts tests.

At the high school level, be-
ing in a district at the top of the 
funding scale translates rough-
ly into 100 additional points 
on the SAT exam compared to 
students at the bottom end of 
the scale — 55 points on the 
math portion and 46 points 
on English language arts.

GOING FORWARD
Illinois is now in its 

third year under the Evi-
dence-Based Funding system 
and the state has added hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
in additional school funding 
in the past two years. But it 
won’t be known for another 
two years how much of an 
impact that money has on the 
tax inequities and achieve-
ment disparities that were ev-
ident in 2017-2018.

Dan Cox, superintendent 
of the Staunton school dis-
trict in Madison County, 
said he believes it had a sig-
nificant impact. Staunton, he 
said, started out at 58 percent 
of adequacy but has since 
climbed to 61 percent.

“That doesn’t sound like a 
lot, moving from 58 percent 

to 61 percent, but I can tell 
you we were really in desper-
ate times prior to passage of 
EBF,” Cox said in a phone in-
terview.

“Since that time, for the 
first time in 14 years, we fin-
ished with a balanced bud-
get,” he said. “We’ve been able 
to hire — and this is some-
thing we’re extremely proud 
of — 15 additional instruc-
tional employees, 11 of those 
being classroom teachers, and 
four paraprofessionals. Our 
main focus in doing so was 
to reduce class size. We’ve 
provided academic and be-
havioral interventions and we 
increased our social-emotion-
al supports for students.”

Cox gave much of the cred-
it to Sen. Manar for crafting 
the funding system and push-
ing it through the General As-
sembly in 2017.

Still, he acknowledged that 
even if the state were to meet 
its goal of bringing all districts 
up to at least 90 percent of ad-
equacy by 2027, that would 
mean a student now in the 
fifth grade will already have 
graduated high school by the 
time that goal is achieved.

“We’ve got to start some-
where, but there still needs 
to be a sense of urgency,” he 
said. “I do see a definite shift 
in a prioritization of educa-
tion funding, but I also know 
there are a lot of priorities that 
pull our Legislature in many 
different directions and it’s 
important for us to keep edu-
cation at the forefront of that.”

REUSE
the news
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Congrats to these Tigers who earned All-LIC 
honors Monday at the LIC Golf Match!

(L-R) Kaitlyn Coombs, Luke Bradley, Chance Westerfield & Reese Wagoner
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NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – GUARANTEED

SENIOR OR MILITARY DISCOUNT!
We off er Senior & Military discounts

ON TOP of the 15% off  & 0% fi nancing!

 CALL US TODAY
For A FREE Estimate!

1-844-262-9750

AND!

FINANCING*
OFF ENTIRE
LEAFFILTER

®

PURCHASE**0% %15
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  Li-
cense# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  License# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  

License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  
License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# 

HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230  Registration# 366920918 Registra-
tion# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  

Suff olk HIC License# 52229-H *Contact us for additonal details

Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

 
OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Breaded or Grilled Chicken Sandwich  
$3.75 

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK: Pumpkin

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Now Serving 
Homemade 

Soups

Grilled Cheese, Cup of Soup & Drink
$6.50

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

Sunkel Excavating LLC
Justin Sunkel
Owner/Operator

sunkelexcavating@yahoo.com

Sunkel Excavating LLC

12773 E. 1100th Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)264-5848

Long road trip to Macomb ends in Tiger win
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com 

MACOMB — In a pre-
view of what could become 
the norm if the Illinois High 
School Association has its way, 
the Paris Tigers embarked on 
a road trip for the ages Friday, 
Sept. 27.

For the first time this sea-
son, the Tigers were victorious 
on the road as they defeated 
the Macomb Bombers by the 
score of 28-18 to move to 4-1 
on the year  and 3-1 in the Lit-
tle Illini Conference.

Even though the final score 
looked as though the Tigers 
earned a comfortable victory, 
the storyline actually reads 
quite differently.

Macomb entered the game 
with a misleading 0-4 record 
on the season. All four of their 
previous opponents had en-
rollments much higher than 
that of the Tigers — including 
Kankakee with 1,219 students. 

Say what you want about 
weathermen, but the local fore-
casters got this one right on 
Friday, Sept. 27.

With the possibility of heavy 
storms in the western part of 
Illinois that evening, contin-
gency plans were set in motion 
during the 4.5-hour bus ride to 
Macomb. 

Paris High School athletic 
director Creighton Tarr made 
arrangements at a local ho-
tel before kickoff in case the 
weather did not cooperate. As 
is the case more times than not, 
the weatherman was correct. 

While fans were enjoy-
ing the National Anthem 
performed by the Macomb 
Marching Bomber band, flash-
es of lightning could be seen in 
the distance. 

Just seven plays into the 
game, play was halted. Ma-
comb ran four plays and were 
forced to punt. Paris ran three 
plays prior to postponement. 

The Tiger contingency 
packed up its gear and headed 
to the local Super 8 hotel, with 
play to resume at 9 a.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 28. 

Once play began, the Tigers 
had possession at the Macomb 
48-yard line. Quarterback Dan-
ny Perry began the games with 
a 41-yard scamper before most 
fans had a chance to settle into 
their seats. Two plays later, Coy 
Landrum crossed the goal line 
— nearly 14 hours after the 
original kickoff. Ethan Graham 
tacked on the extra point, and 
the Tigers held a 7-0 lead at the 
7:52 mark of the first quarter.

Macomb dominated the 
next five minutes of action, as 
they embarked on a 14-play, 
72-yard scoring drive to make 

the score 7-6. The extra point 
attempt by Max Swedeen 
bounced off the crossbar and 
the Tigers held a slim one-
point lead with 2:48 left in the 
first quarter.

Paris could not take advan-
tage of excellent field posi-
tion as Chase Hays covered 
up a short kickoff. The Tigers 
turned the ball over on downs 
at midfield. 

Macomb did exactly what 
they did on their previous pos-
session, as they mounted a 12-
play, 50-yard drive that resulted 
in another score. Once again 
the extra point was no good, 
and the Tigers trailed for the 
first time in the game by the 
score of 12-7. 

The good news — the 
Bombers left plenty of time on 
the clock for the Tigers to cut 
into the lead.

Garrett King fielded the en-
suing kickoff at his own 5-yard 
line and returned it 18-yards 
to the Paris 23 yeard line. The 
Tigers scored on one of their 
patented quick-strike drives as 
Perry completed a pass to King 
at the line of scrimmage on the 
first play. King wove his way be-
tween defenders and made his 
way into Macomb territory on 
a 30-yard pick up. 

Perry was sacked on the next 
play to bring up second-and-
long. On a busted pass-play, 
Perry made his way towards 
the home sideline and sprinted 
51-yards for the score. Graham 
split the uprights once again 
to give the Tigers a 14-12 lead 
with 5:23 left in the first half.

Special teams played a huge 
part in this game, but none 
were bigger than the kickoff 
following the go-ahead score 

by the Tigers. 
Garrett King angled his kick 

towards the Paris sideline and it 
appeared to be heading toward 
the end zone for a touchback. 
A Macomb player scooped 
the ball up at the one-yard line 
and was tackled at the five. The 
Bombers managed to advance 
the ball to their 28-yard line 
on three plays, but two huge 
sacks by Jude Sullivan and JT 
Johnson pushed them back to 
the 15 and they were forced to 
punt. 

Paris began the final drive of 
the half on their own 45-yard 
line. Perry started things off 
with a 23-yard scramble. The 
rest of the yardage was handled 
by Landrum. 

Four runs later, the senior 
tailback found paydirt from 
four yards out, giving the Ti-
gers a 21-12 lead. Graham 
once again split the uprights 
for the extra point. 

Macomb starting linebacker 
Jake Hyde was penalized af-
ter punching Nathan Zorn on 
the extra point attempt. While 
walking off the field, Hyde ap-
peared to say something to the 
umpire and was ejected from 
the game.

Paris had possession to start 
the second half but the Tigers 
were unable to get things going 
and were forced to punt. 

A poor punt gave the Bomb-
ers their best field position of 
the game at the Tiger 47-yard 
line. It appeared for all the 
world that Macomb was going 
to cut into the Tiger lead, but a 
fumble by Swedeen inside the 
five-yard line was scooped up 
by King and returned to the 26. 

The Tigers returned the fa-
vor three plays later as Perry 

was intercepted for the first 
time in his brief career as ther 
Parisd starting quarterback at 
the Tiger 22-yard line. 

Macomb did capitalize this 
time as McKenna Gabbei 
plowed into the end zone from 
three yards out to make it 21-
18 at the 1:10 mark of the third 
quarter.

Paris coughed up the ball 
for the second time in as many 
possessions and the Bombers 
took over at the Tiger 42-yard 
line on the first play of the 
fourth period. 

On the ninth play of the 
drive, the Tiger defense stiff-
ened at their own 12-yard line 
as VJ Lane’s pass fell incom-
plete. 

Paris took over on downs 
with 8:15 left in the game. In 
what can only be described as 
a game-winning drive as Coach 
Jeremy Clodfelder’s team 
chewed 6:07 off the clock on 
an 11-play drive. 

A heavy dose of Landrum — 
eight carries for 81 yards — was 
just what the Tigers  needed. 
His workhorse running back 
ran untouched from 27-yards 
out for the back-breaking score. 
Graham remained perfect on 
extra-point attempts and the 
Tigers led 28-18 with 2:08 left 
in the game. A last-gasp drive 
by the Bombers ended when 
King intercepted Lane to seal 
the win.

Both teams appeared to have 
the same goal of running the 
football as much as possible 
against their opponent.

The Tigers more than dou-
bled the rushing total of the 
Bombers to the tune of 331 
yards compared to 154 yard for 
the hosts. 

Landrum led the way with a 
career-high 22 carries for 178 
yards and three scores. Also 
topping the century mark was 
Perry with nine carries for 119 
yards and a touchdown. Mason 
Hutchings had a pair of carries 
for 16-yards, Zorn rushed once 
for 11 and Sam Mays added a 
pair of rushes for seven yards.

One of the benefits of a 
dominant rushing attack is the 
not depending on the passing 
game. Even though Clodfelder 
likes to explore the aerial at-
tack, he called just six passing 
plays in the entire game. Perry 
completed five of those six at-
tempts for 44 yards and one 

interception. King grabbed 
one pass for 30-yards. Hutch-
ings hauled in three passes for 
11 yards, and Landrum added 
one grab for three yards.

Paris allowed 184 yards 
through the air but took advan-
tage of a pair of turnovers by 
the Bombers.

Christian Colvin/Prairie Press file photo

Coy Landrum looks for running room in an earlier football game 
this year. Landrum picked up 178 yards rushing on Saturday, 
Sept. 28, as the Ttiger defeated Macomb 28-18 t go 4-1 on the 
season.

Lady Tigers pick up wins
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris girl’s tennis program 
used high-energy and discipline 
to push through three meets in 
four days this past week, ending 
it with a 2-1 mark to move to 8-4 
overall on the season. 

The 8-4 record marks the 
highest for the girl’s program 
under head coach Stefan Aydt, 
who is thrilled with the way the 
group has performed. 

“As seasons wind down, a lot of 
teams or athletes will lose energy, 
but this group continues to play 
at a high level with a lot of energy,” 
Aydt said. “They are playing very 
good competition and aren’t back-
ing down from the challenge.” 

Paris wrapped up a long 
week of competition with a 
match against Mattoon, end-
ing on a high note with a 5-4 
win. At No. 1 singles, Kaitlyn 
Mathews bested her opponent 
with a 6-1, 7-5 victory. Kendall 
Mathews fell at the No. 2 sin-
gles spot, dropping her game 
6-1, 6-3. At No. 3 singles, Chloe 
Waltz also stumbled, falling 
6-2, 6-1. Sarah Isaf helped to 
right the ship for Paris at No. 
4 singles, winning 0-6, 6-2 and 
10-7. Jenna Gates won her No. 
5 singles match 6-2, 6-1. Emma 
Campbell won at No. 6 singles 
as well with a 6-2, 6-3 decision. 

The Tigers struggled in dou-
bles, picking up just one win at 
No. 3 doubles with Chloe Noel 
and Gates winning 6-2, 6-3. 
Kaitlyn Mathews and Isaf fell at 
No. 1 doubles 6-3, 6-3. Kendall 
Mathews and Waltz dropped the 
No. 2 doubles match 7-5, 6-3. 

The win against Mattoon 
marked the eighth win of the 
season for the Tigers, effective-
ly clinching a winning season 
for the first time in over five 
years. The milestone marked 

one of the goals for the team 
heading into the year. 

“Having a winning season 
was one of our goals starting 
the season,” Aydt said. “The 
girls have done really well and 
they have earned their way to 
where they are.” 

On Tuesday, Paris took 
on Newton, bullying its way 
to a dominant 6-3 victory. 
The Tigers paced their way 
through singles play, as Kait-
lyn Mathews lost a 6-0, 6-1 
match at No. 1 singles. At No. 
2 singles, Kendall Mathews 
dropped her match in three 
sets at 5-7, 6-0 and 10-6. Chloe 
Waltz won at No. 3 singles 6-1, 
6-1. Sarah Isaf won 6-1, 6-1 at 
No. 4 singles. Jenna Gates won 
her match at No. 5 singles 6-4, 
6-0. Rounding out singles paly 
at the No. 6 spot was Emma 
Campbell with a 6-4, 6-1 win. 

Kaitlyn Mathews and Isaf 
secured the Paris victory with a 
hard-fought match at No. 1 dou-
bles 6-1, 7-5. Kendall Mathews 
and Waltz fell in a 6-3, 6-0 de-
cision at No. 2 doubles. Chloe 
Noel and Gates won their No. 3 
doubles match 6-4, 4-6 and 10-8. 

Paris opened the full week with 
Olney, one of the tougher oppo-
nents on the Tiger’s schedule. De-
spite a solid showing throughout 
the lineup, Paris fell short, drop-
ping the competition 5-4. At No. 
1 singles, Kaitlyn Mathews fell 
6-1, 6-1 to her opponent. Ken-
dall Mathews took up the No. 2 
singles spot, dropping her match 
6-1, 6-2. Chloe Waltz pushed her 
No. 3 singles match to the brink, 
losing 2-6, 7-5 and 10-8. Sarah 
Isaf picked up a solid win at No. 4 
singles, winning 4-6, 6-2 and 10-8. 
Jenna Gates was strong at No. 5 
singles as well with a 5-7, 6-2 and 
10-6 victory. Emma Campbell 
rounded out singles play at No. 6, 

with a 7-5, 6-0 win. 
In doubles play, Kaitlyn 

Mathews and Isaf dropped 
their No. 1 doubles match 
6-2, 6-0. Kendall Mathews 
and Waltz escaped their No. 2 
doubles match with a 6-2, 6-2 
win. With the deciding match 
at No.3 doubles, Chloe Noel 
and Gates fell 6-1, 6-4, ceding 
the 5-4 team victory to Olney. 
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Honeybee Festival hits Paris

Gene Killion waves to the crowd as the grand marshal of the Honeybee Festival Parade.

Blacksmith John Steppe, left, had some local help in his booth at the Honeybee Festival. Austin 
Kirk, of Vermilion, right, got some first-hand experience in what it takes to forge a knife blade. 
Stepp was set up in the primitive camping area of the fairground portion of Honeybee Festival, 
and he operates as Cool Creek Forge from Prairie Creek, Ind.

Paris city manager Michael Martin, right, and his son, Karson, 
left, take a break during the Honeybee Festival and recharge 
with some festival food. 

Edgar County Sheriff Jeff Wood takes a turn driving the Honeybee Express at the fairgrounds 
during the Honeybee Festival.

Wild turkey legs cook over an open fire in the primitive camping 
area at the Edgar County Fairgrounds portion of the Honeybee 
Festival.

A crowd peruses the offerings at the booth Kansas beekeeper Dan Wright had on the courthouse 
lawn during the Honeybee Festival.

Local beekeepers Jacob and Betsy Higginbotham were setup for the Honeybee Festival at the 
Edgar County Fairgrounds with a selection of their Circle H honey products.

Grace Joseph, left, and Mallory Pine, right, work at the Paris High School student council bake 
sale table during the Honeybee Festival.

Employees from Paris-based Milk Specialties had a distinctive 
element to their Honeybee Parade entry.

A bouncy slide gave kids attending the Honeybee Festival some-
thing to do at the Edgar County Fairgrounds. 

ALL PHOTOS GARY HENRY/THE PRAIRIE PRESS
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